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Proverbs 3:5–6 —  5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding.  6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. When it 
comes to God’s personal will for our lives, we can ignore it, reject it or embrace it and live it.  

…2 Corinthians 9:6–7 —  6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  7 Each one must give as he has decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  

1 Timothy 6:18–19 —  18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready 
to share,  19 thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that 
they may take hold of that which is truly life.  

Your destiny is determined by the DECISIONS you make and the ACTIONS you take! 

1. Decide to bring GLORY TO GOD and GOOD TO OTHERS. Jeremiah 40:1-6 

2. Decide to be FAITHFUL IN YOUR ROLL. Jeremiah 40:7-41:3 

3. Decide to STAND UP FOR WHAT IS RIGHT. Jeremiah 41:4-18 

Jeremiah 40–41 —  1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord after Nebuzaradan the 
captain of the guard had let him go from Ramah, when he took him bound in chains along with all 
the captives of Jerusalem and Judah who were being exiled to Babylon.   

2 The captain of the guard took Jeremiah and said to him, “The Lord your God pronounced this 
disaster against this place.  3 The Lord has brought it about, and has done as he said. Because you 
sinned against the Lord and did not obey his voice, this thing has come upon you.   

1 Peter 3:15 —  15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 
gentleness and respect, 

4 Now, behold, I release you today from the chains on your hands. If it seems good to you to come 
with me to Babylon, come, and I will look after you well, but if it seems wrong to you to come 
with me to Babylon, do not come. See, the whole land is before you; go wherever you think it 
good and right to go.  5 If you remain, then return to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, 
whom the king of Babylon appointed governor of the cities of Judah, and dwell with him among 



the people. Or go wherever you think it right to go.” So the captain of the guard gave him an 
allowance of food and a present, and let him go. 6 Then Jeremiah went to Gedaliah the son of 
Ahikam, at Mizpah, and lived with him among the people who were left in the land.  

1. Decide to bring GLORY TO GOD and GOOD TO OTHERS. Jeremiah 40:1-6 

…Jeremiah 1:9–10 —  9 “Behold, I have put my words in your mouth.  10 See, I have set you this 
day over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to break down, to destroy and to overthrow, 
to build and to plant.” 

…Philippians 1:21–24 —  21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  22 If I am to live in the 
flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell.  23 I am hard 
pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.  24 But 
to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 

1 Corinthians 10:31 —  31 So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of 
God. 

1 Corinthians 10:24 —  24 Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor. 

1 Corinthians 10:32–33 —  32 Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God,  33 
just as I try to please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of 
many, that they may be saved. 

Psalm 37:4 —  4 Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

2. Decide to be FAITHFUL IN YOUR ROLL. Jeremiah 40:7-41:3 

9 Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan, swore to them and their men, saying, “Do not be 
afraid to serve the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be well 
with you.  10 As for me, I will dwell at Mizpah, to represent you before the Chaldeans who will 
come to us. But as for you, gather wine and summer fruits and oil, and store them in your vessels, 
and dwell in your cities that you have taken.”   

1 Corinthians 12:18 —  18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, 
as he chose. Every believer has a roll to fill in the Church. And God calls us to be faithful in 
whatever roll He has given us. 1 Corinthians 4:1–2 —  1 This is how one should regard us, as 
servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God.  2 Moreover, it is required of stewards 
that they be found faithful.  

3. Decide to STAND UP FOR WHAT IS RIGHT. Jeremiah 41:4-18 

11 But when Johanan the son of Kareah and all the leaders of the forces with him heard of all the 
evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done,  12 they took all their men and went to fight 
against Ishmael the son of Nethaniah. They came upon him at the great pool that is in Gibeon.  13 



And when all the people who were with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of Kareah and all the leaders 
of the forces with him, they rejoiced.  14 So all the people whom Ishmael had carried away 
captive from Mizpah turned around and came back, and went to Johanan the son of Kareah.   

Let me suggest a couple of steps you can take when people around you are making poor choices… 

- Address the issue personally. 
- Be wise in your approach, but honest. 
- Realize you may not be able to rescue them from the consequences. 
- Pray they will be receptive. 
- Assure them of the possibility of God’s forgiveness. 

When you have options, ask yourself— 

- What will bring the most glory to God? 
- What will do the most good for others? 
- What is my roll in God’s plan and how can I be faithful in it? 
- What is right that I need to stand up for? 

Your destiny is determined by the DECISIONS you make and the ACTIONS you take! 

Let’s talk about our options… 

1. What would have caused Jeremiah to resign himself to the fact that he was going to wind up in 
exile in Babylon like others (40:1)? 

2. Do you feel like you are equipped to give people an answer when they ask you what you believe 
and why you believe it (40:2-3)? What do you need to do to feel like you are prepared for those 
kinds of questions? 

3. What options did Jeremiah have (40:4) and how do you think he made his decision? 
4. How would you make a decision when you have options and both of them are permissible in 

regards to God’s moral will? 
5. What was Gedaliah’s roll in Judah (40:10)? What’s your roll in the Church today? 
6. What reason did Johanan give Gedaliah for why he should be allowed to kill Ishmael (40:15)? 
7. What do the actions of Ishmael tell us about his character (41:1-10)? 
8. What was Johanan’s response to Ishmael’s actions (40:11-14)? 
9. Where did the people who Johanan rescued decide they would go and why (41:17-18)? 
10.What is the right that you know God wants you to stand up for today?


