
Finally Free 
Experiencing Grace 

June 30, 2019 

Addiction is defined as being enslaved to a habit or practice or to something psychologically or 
physically habit-forming to such an extent that stopping it causes trauma, distress.  

Os Guinness—The Golden Triangle of Freedom suggests that for any society to experience and enjoy 
real freedom, it requires virtue. In other words, if everybody only cares about themselves and will 
do anything to secure their own security and comfort, that’s really the end of freedom in a society. 
Freedom is supported by the presence of virtue in a people and virtue requires the practice of 
faith. And ironically, the practice of faith in a society requires freedom.  

2 Peter 1:3–9 —  3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence,  4 by which he has 
granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become 
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of 
sinful desire.  5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and 
virtue with knowledge,  6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, 
and steadfastness with godliness,  7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly 
affection with love.  8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from 
being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  9 For whoever lacks 
these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his 
former sins. 

Focus on JESUS & Build on GRACE. 

Experiencing Freedom in Grace… 

1. It is POSSIBLE. 2 Peter 1:3 

And the reason we can experience real freedom to live the life that God created us for is because 
He has given us everything we need to do just that. 

We are fully equipped to experience freedom from addiction because God is fully sufficient. 

2. It is NECESSARY. 2 Peter 1:4 

It’s essential if we are going to experience the freedom from the addictions that are so a part of 
the fabric of this fallen world.  

Because of what God does in response to the promises that He has made, we experience the 
freedom of living the kind of life that pleases Him and honors Him. We experience the freedom that 
His grace brings so that we escape the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. Now, I 
can make real progress against the addictions that are so destructive in my life and make me a slave 
when God created me to be dependent only on Him.

3. It is GRADUAL. 2 Peter 1:5 

  of   1 2



One of the greatest frustrations…disappointments even that new followers of Jesus have after they 
come to faith in Jesus is they find that their struggle with sin is greater now than before they 
believed in Jesus. They don’t, many times, see real radical change right away. And because of that, 
it’s easy to get discouraged and begin to think that this Christianity thing isn’t all that you were led 
to believe it was. 

“the Christian life must not be an initial spasm followed by a chronic inertia.” 

4. It is ORGANIC. 2 Peter 1:5-7 

Experiencing the freedom of God’s grace is not a program that you can plug in and puff, no more 
problems with addiction. Look at the list… 

These qualities move from internal to external, from private to public. 

5. It is OBSERVABLE. 2 Peter 1:8-9 

Not ineffective or unproductive, but active and productive…the further we climb, the further we 
are able to climb.  

We do not passively experience Christian growth, but actively pursue it! 

Matthew 13:44 —  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, 
he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.

Life with God (knowing Jesus) is the Treasure…Make that your Vision!
Growing in that relationship is the Passion…Make that your Organizing Intention!
Experiencing God’s grace leads to Sacrifice…Make that your Means of Cultivation

When Jesus is greater to you than anything else, you will want Him more than anything else!

Let’s talk about experiencing grace… 

1. What is it that has given us everything we need to live a life that is pleasing to God (1:3)? 
2. How is it that we experience this divine power to live a life that is pleasing to God (1:3)? 
3. How is it that a person comes to be a partaker of the divine nature (1:4)? 
4. What are the benefits of the promises of God in the life of a believer (1:4)? 
5. What does Peter call believers to do because of the precious and very great promises we have 

been given (1:5-7)? 
6. What are we supposed to supplement our faith with (1:5-7)? 
7. What happens in the life of a person who has these qualities and is growing in these qualities 

(1:8)? 
8. What happens in the life of a person who is lacking in these qualities (1:9)? 
9. What does it mean that grace is opposed to earning, not to effort? 
10.How does experiencing God’s grace help a person overcome an addiction?
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