
This Is Us Series 
Beyond Good Intentions Giving 

2 Corinthians 8:8-24 
January 28, 2018 

Show them JESUS & (it requires that we) select qualified LEADERS. 

1. Not COERCED but COMPELLED. 2 Corinthians 8:8-9 

2 Corinthians 8:8–24 —  8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others 
that your love also is genuine.  9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.   

Philippians 2:6–7 —  6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped,  7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. 
  
Ephesians 1:3 —  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
  

2. Not CONNOTING but COMPLETING. 2 Corinthians 8:10-12 

10 And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started not only to do 
this work but also to desire to do it.  11 So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in 
desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what you have.  12 For if the readiness is 
there, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have.   

3. Not CONSTRICTING but CONNECTING. 2 Corinthians 8:13-15 

13 For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of 
fairness  14 your abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that their abundance 
may supply your need, that there may be fairness.  15 As it is written, “Whoever gathered much 
had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.”   

Acts 2:44–45 —  44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common.  45 And 
they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had 
need. 

4. Competently ADMINISTERED. 2 Corinthians 8:16-23 

20 We take this course so that no one should blame us about this generous gift that is being 
administered by us,  21 for we aim at what is honorable not only in the Lord’s sight but also in the 
sight of man.  22 And with them we are sending our brother whom we have often tested and 
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found earnest in many matters, but who is now more earnest than ever because of his great 
confidence in you.  23 As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker for your benefit. And as 
for our brothers, they are messengers of the churches, the glory of Christ.   

Acts 20:33–35 —  33 I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel.  34 You yourselves know that 
these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me.  35 In all things I have 
shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember the words of 
the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”Confirmation of 
LOVE. 2 Corinthians 8:24 

24 So give proof before the churches of your love and of our boasting about you to these men. 

COMMUNION 
  

Let’s talk about good intentions giving… 

1. Why do you think that Paul was reluctant to command the Corinthian believers to participate in 
the collection for the hurting believers in Jerusalem (v.8)? 

2. What does the reference to Jesus becoming poor have to do with us going beyond good 
intentions in our giving (v.9)? 

3. How is giving generously out of love good for us (v.10)? 
4. What’s the problem with leaving a mission unfinished (v.11)? 
5. What’s the connection between our good intentions when giving and what we have to give (v.12)? 
6. How does the principle of equity work when it comes to giving in the church (v.13-15)? 
7. What was it about Titus that qualified him to be a leader in the collection from the church in 

Corinth (v.16-17)? 
8. Why is it important that there be more than one person involved in the processing of the 

collections at the church (v.18-19)? 
9. What was Paul concerned about when it came to receiving this collection (v.20-21)? 
10.How can we go beyond good intentions giving and prove our love (v.24)?
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