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Waiting can be a paralyzing, excruciating time in our lives. Waiting has a way of filling us with 
paralyzing worry. Today, I want us to look at how we can survive that kind of worry and what we 
can do to overcome it. Here’s what I want you to see from this season of waiting in Ezra 6… 

God turns paralyzing WORRY into great JOY! 

How does that happen? What do we need to know that would help move us from the worry that can 
paralyze us during our seasons of waiting to the joy that God created us for? I want to point out 
four truths that will help get you there. And the first one answers the question, what is God doing 
during our seasons of waiting… 

1. God is at work NOW. Ezra 6:1-5 

Ezra 6 —  1 Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in Babylonia, in the house 
of the archives where the documents were stored.  2 And in Ecbatana, the citadel that is in the 
province of Media, a scroll was found on which this was written: “A record.  3 In the first year of 
Cyrus the king, Cyrus the king issued a decree: Concerning the house of God at Jerusalem, let the 
house be rebuilt…  

Philippians 2:13 —  13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good 
purpose. God is at work NOW! That’s the first truth that will turn paralyzing worry into great joy! 

2. God does more than we DREAM. Ezra 6:6-12 

6 “Now therefore, Tattenai, governor of the province Beyond the River, Shethar-bozenai, and your 
associates the governors who are in the province Beyond the River, keep away…11 Also I make a 
decree that if anyone alters this edict, a beam shall be pulled out of his house, and he shall be 
impaled on it, and his house shall be made a dunghill.  12 May the God who has caused his name 
to dwell there overthrow any king or people who shall put out a hand to alter this, or to destroy 
this house of God that is in Jerusalem. I Darius make a decree; let it be done with all diligence.”   

There is no setback, no failure, no tragedy, no disappointment, and no defeat that God can’t use to 
bless you. 

1 Timothy 2:1–2 —  1 I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and 
thanksgiving be made for everyone—  2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live 
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  

  of   1 3



Romans 13:1 —  1 Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no 
authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established 
by God.  
1 Peter 2:13–17 —  13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among 
men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority,  14 or to governors, who are sent by him to 
punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right.  15 For it is God’s will that by 
doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.  16 Live as free men, but do not 
use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God.  17 Show proper respect to 
everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.  

Ephesians 3:20–21 —  20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us,  21 to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

3. God works through PEOPLE. Ezra 6:13-18 

13 Then, according to the word sent by Darius the king, Tattenai, the governor of the province 
Beyond the River, Shethar-bozenai, and their associates did with all diligence what Darius the king 
had ordered.  14 And the elders of the Jews built and prospered through the prophesying of 
Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. They finished their building by decree of the 
God of Israel and by decree of Cyrus and Darius and Artaxerxes king of Persia;  15 and this house 
was finished on the third day of the month of Adar, in the sixth year of the reign of Darius the 
king.  16 And the people of Israel, the priests and the Levites, and the rest of the returned exiles, 
celebrated the dedication of this house of God with joy.  17 They offered at the dedication of this 
house of God 100 bulls, 200 rams, 400 lambs, and as a sin offering for all Israel 12 male goats, 
according to the number of the tribes of Israel.  18 And they set the priests in their divisions and 
the Levites in their divisions, for the service of God at Jerusalem, as it is written in the Book of 
Moses.   

The joy of the returned exiles at the completion of the temple is the joy that springs up in those 
who, risking everything, achieve the impossible dream. 

4. God includes the OUTSIDER. Ezra 6:19-22 

19 On the fourteenth day of the first month, the returned exiles kept the Passover.  20 For the 
priests and the Levites had purified themselves together; all of them were clean. So they 
slaughtered the Passover lamb for all the returned exiles, for their fellow priests, and for 
themselves.  21 It was eaten by the people of Israel who had returned from exile, and also by 
every one who had joined them and separated himself from the uncleanness of the peoples of 
the land to worship the Lord, the God of Israel.  22 And they kept the Feast of Unleavened 
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Bread seven days with joy, for the Lord had made them joyful and had turned the heart of the 
king of Assyria to them, so that he aided them in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel. 

Jesus is our Passover Lamb - 1 Peter 1:18–19 —  18 For you know that it was not with perishable 
things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to 
you from your forefathers,  19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or 
defect. 

If you aren’t a believer in Jesus yet, I want to encourage you this morning…God has done 
everything needed so that you can be included in His forever family. Jesus took your place and paid 
the penalty for your sin. Believe in Him today. And please forgive God’s people - we sometimes  
forget that we were all outsiders once. 

If you are a follower of Jesus this morning, I want to encourage you to see opposition as a pathway 
to provision. Trust God even when the way forward looks closed because God is the Master at 
turning paralyzing WORRY into great JOY! 

Let’s talk about how to honor the past while building for the future… 

1. Why do you think that waiting to hear what the search turned up in Babylon would have been so 
paralyzing for the Jewish people in Jerusalem (v.1)? 

2. Why is it so hard for us to wait on God in the situations we often find ourselves in today? 
3. Where was Cyrus’ decree found and what did it say (v.2-5)? 
4. What was left off the list of items that were to be returned to the Temple in Jerusalem (v.5)? 
5. What did Darius command Tattenai to do regarding the Temple project (v.6-9)? 
6. What reason did Darius give for this very generous offer (v.10)? 
7. Why would people criticize a spiritual leader for praying for a political leader today? 
8. Why do you think that God chooses to work through people to accomplish His purposes in His 

creation (v.13-14)? 
9. Compare the offerings the people made when they dedicated this Temple (v.17) with the 

offerings the people made when they dedicated Solomon’s Temple (1 Kings 8:63). What does that 
tell you? 

10.Where are you experiencing paralyzing worry that needs to be turned into great joy?
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