
Let’s Go Change the World 
Ezra 7 

Would you like to experience the favor of God in your life? Would you like to be a part of a people 
who are experiencing the favor of God in their endeavors? 

So how do we go about transforming our own lives first so that we experience the favor of God? 
How can we be a part of transforming the community that God has place us in to experience His 
favor? How can we join God in transforming His world? 

Make God’s Word CENTRAL & God’s Grace ESSENTIAL! 

Ezra is recognizing that God is behind all of this. He experiences the favor of God. Here are the 
steps that he took and they are the same steps we can take today… 

1. Look for the ACTIVITY of God.  

6 this Ezra went up from Babylonia. He was a scribe skilled in the Law of Moses that the Lord, the 
God of Israel, had given, and the king granted him all that he asked, for the hand of the Lord his 
God was on him… 8 And Ezra came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in the seventh year 
of the king.  9 For on the first day of the first month he began to go up from Babylonia, and on 
the first day of the fifth month he came to Jerusalem, for the good hand of his God was on 
him… 27 Blessed be the Lord, the God of our fathers, who put such a thing as this into the heart 
of the king, to beautify the house of the Lord that is in Jerusalem,  28 and who extended to me 
his steadfast love before the king and his counselors, and before all the king’s mighty officers. I 
took courage, for the hand of the Lord my God was on me, and I gathered leading men from 
Israel to go up with me. 

God, help us to see what you are up to in your world today. Give us eyes to see and hears to hear. 
We want to be a part of what you are doing to display your majesty, your glory in your creation! 

2. Lean into the WORD of God. 

6 this Ezra went up from Babylonia. He was a scribe skilled in the Law of Moses that the Lord, the 
God of Israel, had given… 10 For Ezra had set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, and to do 
it and to teach his statutes and rules in Israel. 11 This is a copy of the letter that King 
Artaxerxes gave to Ezra the priest, the scribe, a man learned in matters of the commandments of 
the Lord and his statutes for Israel: 12 “Artaxerxes, king of kings, to Ezra the priest, the scribe of 
the Law of the God of heaven… 14 For you are sent by the king and his seven counselors to make 
inquiries about Judah and Jerusalem according to the Law of your God, which is in your hand… 21 
“And I, Artaxerxes the king, make a decree to all the treasurers in the province Beyond the River: 
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Whatever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the Law of the God of heaven, requires of you, let it be 
done with all diligence… 25 “And you, Ezra, according to the wisdom of your God that is in your 
hand, appoint magistrates and judges who may judge all the people in the province Beyond the 
River, all such as know the laws of your God. And those who do not know them, you shall teach. 

You can’t effectively practice what you haven’t thoroughly learned and you can’t convincingly 
teach what you haven’t practically applied. Psalm 119:97 —  97 Oh how I love your law! It is my 
meditation all the day. God, may our hearts be set to know Your Word, to live it and share it with 
others. 

3. Line up with the PRIORITIES of God. 

What were those priorities? First, a clear understanding of what God has said to them in His Word. 
A consistent application of what God has said in His Word. A compelling proclamation of what God 
has said in His Word. 

Second, the acceptable worship of God. 

Third, service that comes from a heart that is devoted to God. 

Fourth, leaders who are committed, devoted and wise in the will of God. 

When our hearts are aligned with the heart of God, they will not be disappointed! God, help us to 
make your priorities our priorities so that we might experience Your favor in all that we do. 

4. Like the WORK of God.  

27 Blessed be the Lord, the God of our fathers, who put such a thing as this into the heart of the 
king, to beautify the house of the Lord that is in Jerusalem,  28 and who extended to me his 
steadfast love before the king and his counselors, and before all the king’s mighty officers. I took 
courage, for the hand of the Lord my God was on me, and I gathered leading men from Israel to go 
up with me. 

He recognized that God was at work on their behalf. He made God’s Word CENTRAL in his life & he 
recognized that God’s gracious activity was ESSENTIAL! When we join God in what He is doing, we 
can anticipate His favor on what we are doing!  

Let’s be a people who regularly experience the favor of God because we’re engaged in the work 
that God is doing to spread His glory throughout His creation by knowing what God has said, doing 
what God has said and sharing what God has said! Look for the activity of God. Lean into the Word 
of God. Line up with the priorities of God and like the work of God. That’s how you experience the 
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favor of God and change the world! 

Let’s talk about changing the world… 

1. Why do you think it was important to know that Ezra was a descendant of Aaron (v.1-5)? 
2. How do you think one would become skilled in the Law of Moses (v.6)? 
3. What does it mean for the hand of the LORD to be on you (v.6)? 
4. What kind of people returned to Jerusalem with Ezra (v.7)? 
5. What would it require for us today to set our hearts on the Word of God (v.10)? 
6. How do you think that Artaxerxes knew so much about worship in the Temple in Jerusalem 

(v.12-20)? 
7. Why did Artaxerxes give Ezra all that he had requested for this endeavor (v.23)? 
8. What can you do when you don’t have leaders who know how to do what God has called us to do 

(v.25)? 
9. What did Ezra say was the reason why he experienced the favor of God in this project (v.28)? 
10.What do you think the favor of God would look like in our lives today?
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