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Choose your burden WISELY. 

When God’s will looks hard… 

1. Trust in the LORD & ACKNOWLEDGE HIM. Jeremiah 27:1-11 

Jeremiah 27:1–28:17 —  2 …“Make yourself straps and yoke-bars, and put them on your neck.  3 
Send word to the king of Edom, the king of Moab, the king of the sons of Ammon, the king of Tyre, 
and the king of Sidon by the hand of the envoys who have come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah king of 
Judah.   

4 …This is what you shall say to your masters:  5 “It is I who by my great power and my 
outstretched arm have made the earth, with the men and animals that are on the earth, and I 
give it to whomever it seems right to me.  6 Now I have given all these lands into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, my servant, and I have given him also the beasts of the field 
to serve him.  7 All the nations shall serve him and his son and his grandson, until the time of his 
own land comes. Then many nations and great kings shall make him their slave.   

8… if any nation or kingdom will not serve this Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and put its neck 
under the yoke of the king of Babylon, I will punish that nation with the sword, with famine, and 
with pestilence, declares the Lord, until I have consumed it by his hand.   

Proverbs 14:12 —  12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death. 

9 So do not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your dreamers, your fortune-tellers, or your 
sorcerers, who are saying to you, ‘You shall not serve the king of Babylon.’  10 For it is a lie that 
they are prophesying to you, with the result that you will be removed far from your land, and I 
will drive you out, and you will perish.  11 But any nation that will bring its neck under the yoke 
of the king of Babylon and serve him, I will leave on its own land, to work it and dwell there, 
declares the Lord.” ’ ”   

Our choices impact others.  
Choose your burden WISELY. 

Proverbs 3:5–6 —  5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding.  6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. 

2. Listen to the LORD & AVOID DISCIPLINE. Jeremiah 27:12-15 
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12 To Zedekiah king of Judah I spoke in like manner: “Bring your necks under the yoke of the king 
of Babylon, and serve him and his people and live.  13 Why will you and your people die by the 
sword, by famine, and by pestilence, as the Lord has spoken concerning any nation that will not 
serve the king of Babylon?    

Sometimes, good news is a lie!  

Choose your burden WISELY! 

Galatians 6:7–9 —  7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he 
also reap.  8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the 
one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.  9 And let us not grow weary of 
doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 

3. Wait on the LORD & BE RESTORED. Jeremiah 27:16-22 

16 Then I spoke to the priests and to all this people, saying, “Thus says the Lord: Do not listen to 
the words of your prophets who are prophesying to you, saying, ‘Behold, the vessels of the Lord’s 
house will now shortly be brought back from Babylon,’ for it is a lie that they are prophesying to 
you.  17 Do not listen to them; serve the king of Babylon and live. Why should this city become a 
desolation?   

 21 thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, concerning the vessels that are left in the house 
of the Lord, in the house of the king of Judah, and in Jerusalem:  22 They shall be carried to 
Babylon and remain there until the day when I visit them, declares the Lord. Then I will bring 
them back and restore them to this place.”   

Isaiah 40:31 —  31 but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

Choose your burden WISELY!  

4. Speak for the LORD & BE CONFIDENT IN THE TRUTH. Jeremiah 28:1-11 

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to Hananiah the prophet in the presence of the priests and all 
the people who were standing in the house of the Lord,  6 and the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen! 
May the Lord do so; may the Lord make the words that you have prophesied come true, and bring 
back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the Lord, and all the exiles.  

10 Then the prophet Hananiah took the yoke-bars from the neck of Jeremiah the prophet and 
broke them.  11 And Hananiah spoke in the presence of all the people, saying, “Thus says the 
Lord: Even so will I break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck of all the 
nations within two years.” But Jeremiah the prophet went his way.   
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Sometimes, the best thing you can do is walk away. Speak for the LORD & be confident in the 
truth…1 Thessalonians 2:2 —  2 But though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated 
at Philippi, as you know, we had boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in the 
midst of much conflict. 

Choose your burden WISELY! 

5. Serve the LORD & LEAD PEOPLE TO THE TRUTH. Jeremiah 28:12-17 

“Listen, Hananiah, the Lord has not sent you, and you have made this people trust in a lie.  16 
Therefore thus says the Lord: ‘Behold, I will remove you from the face of the earth. This year you 
shall die, because you have uttered rebellion against the Lord.’ ”  17 In that same year, in the 
seventh month, the prophet Hananiah died. 

Serve the LORD and lead people to the truth…2 Corinthians 13:8–9 —  8 For we cannot do anything 
against the truth, but only for the truth.  9 For we are glad when we are weak and you are strong. 
Your restoration is what we pray for. 

Choose your burden WISELY! 

And here’s the great news about this…Matthew 11:25–30 —  25 At that time Jesus declared, “I 
thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and 
understanding and revealed them to little children;  26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious 
will.  27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except 
the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him.  28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  29 Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls.  30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

Communion 

Let’s talk about unavoidable burdens… 

1. What was Zedekiah’s clever strategy for dealing with the rule of Nebuchadnezzar over Judah (v.
3)? 

2. When was the last time you tried to come up with some clever strategy that you though would 
make your life easier even if you know it wasn’t God’s will for you? 

3. How can we make sure that people in our community have an accurate view of the greatness of 
God (v.5)? 

4. How was rebelling against Nebuchadnezzar rebellion against God (v.6)? 
5. What options did Judah have when it came to Babylon (v.7-8)? 
6. Why do people think that rebelling against God will actually make them free? 
7. How can you know if someone is really speaking for the LORD (v.15)? 
8. How do we show that stuff is more important to us than people (v.18-22)? 
9. Why do you think that people would have believed what the prophet Hananiah was telling them 
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(28:1-4)? 
10.What do you like about the way that Jeremiah responded Hananiah (28:6-9)? 
11.Why was God’s punishment of Hananiah so severe (28:15)? 
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