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It’s Not What You Think 

Jeremiah 37:1-21 
November 5, 2017 

Focus on changing your HEART, not changing HEADLINES! 

1.Living on False HOPE. Jeremiah 37:1-10 

Jeremiah 37:1–21 —  1 Zedekiah the son of Josiah, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made king in the land of Judah, reigned 
instead of Coniah the son of Jehoiakim.  2 But neither he nor his servants 
nor the people of the land listened to the words of the Lord that he 
spoke through Jeremiah the prophet.   

Proverbs 3:5–6 —  5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean 
on your own understanding.  6 In all your ways acknowledge him, and he 
will make straight your paths. 

3 King Zedekiah sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah, and Zephaniah the 
priest, the son of Maaseiah, to Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “Please 
pray for us to the Lord our God.”  4 Now Jeremiah was still going in and 
out among the people, for he had not yet been put in prison.   

When is it wrong to ask someone to pray for you?  

5 The army of Pharaoh had come out of Egypt. And when the Chaldeans 
who were besieging Jerusalem heard news about them, they withdrew 
from Jerusalem.   



6 Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet:  7 “Thus says 
the Lord, God of Israel: Thus shall you say to the king of Judah who sent 
you to me to inquire of me, ‘Behold, Pharaoh’s army that came to help 
you is about to return to Egypt, to its own land.  8 And the Chaldeans 
shall come back and fight against this city. They shall capture it and burn 
it with fire.   

9 Thus says the Lord, Do not deceive yourselves, saying, “The Chaldeans 
will surely go away from us,” for they will not go away.  10 For even if 
you should defeat the whole army of Chaldeans who are fighting against 
you, and there remained of them only wounded men, every man in his 
tent, they would rise up and burn this city with fire.’ ” 

Unchanged Hearts amid Changing Circumstances won’t lead to changed 
destinies! 

1 Peter 1:3–5 —  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4 
to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you,  5 who by God’s power are being guarded through faith 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

Focus on changing your HEART, not changing HEADLINES! 

2.Living with False PERCEPTIONS. Jeremiah 37:11-15 

11 Now when the Chaldean army had withdrawn from Jerusalem at the 
approach of Pharaoh’s army,  12 Jeremiah set out from Jerusalem to go 
to the land of Benjamin to receive his portion there among the people.   



13 When he was at the Benjamin Gate, a sentry there named Irijah the 
son of Shelemiah, son of Hananiah, seized Jeremiah the prophet, saying, 
“You are deserting to the Chaldeans.”   

14 And Jeremiah said, “It is a lie; I am not deserting to the Chaldeans.” 
But Irijah would not listen to him, and seized Jeremiah and brought him 
to the officials.  15 And the officials were enraged at Jeremiah, and they 
beat him and imprisoned him in the house of Jonathan the secretary, for 
it had been made a prison. 

Sometimes, things really aren’t what they seem. 

Focus on changing your HEART, not changing HEADLINES! 

3.Living by True PRINCIPLES. Jeremiah 37:16-21 

Transparency is good—don’t hide. 

16 When Jeremiah had come to the dungeon cells and remained there 
many days,  17 King Zedekiah sent for him and received him. The king 
questioned him secretly in his house and said, “Is there any word from 
the Lord?” 

Consistency is good—don’t change the message. 

Jeremiah said, “There is.” Then he said, “You shall be delivered into the 
hand of the king of Babylon.”   

Integrity is good—don’t wilt 



18 Jeremiah also said to King Zedekiah, “What wrong have I done to you 
or your servants or this people, that you have put me in prison?  19 
Where are your prophets who prophesied to you, saying, ‘The king of 
Babylon will not come against you and against this land’?   

Mercy is good—do be kind 

20 Now hear, please, O my lord the king: let my humble plea come before 
you and do not send me back to the house of Jonathan the secretary, lest 
I die there.”  21 So King Zedekiah gave orders, and they committed 
Jeremiah to the court of the guard. And a loaf of bread was given him 
daily from the bakers’ street, until all the bread of the city was gone. So 
Jeremiah remained in the court of the guard. 

Focus on changing your HEART, not changing HEADLINES! 

Let’s talk about the Word of God… 

1.How did Zedekiah become king of Judah and what did that have to do 
with what is recorded in Jeremiah 37? 

2.Why weren’t the people of Judah listening to the word of God through 
Jeremiah (v.2)? 

3.Why is Zedekiah asking for prayer (v.3)? When do you ask for prayer? 
4.What was going on between Egypt and Babylon and why did that make 

life difficult for Judah (v.5)? 
5.Why is it a risky venture to put your hopes in your circumstances (v.

6-10)? 
6.What did Jeremiah’s actions look like (v.11-13)? 
7.How might Jeremiah have proven that accusation against him was false 

(v.14-16)? Why didn’t he? 
8.What do you do when people are curious about God and His Word (v.17)? 
9.What kind of people are we most likely to listen to (v.18-20)? 
10.Why do you think Zedekiah granted Jeremiah’s request (v.21)?


