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Trust God in your SUFFERING for a SWEET ending. 

Isaiah 55:8–9 —  8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
declares the Lord.  9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Romans 11:33–36 —  33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!  34 “For who has known the mind of 
the Lord, or who has been his counselor?”  35 “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be 
repaid?”  36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. 
Amen. 

Romans 8:28–30 —  28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to his purpose.  29 For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers.  30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he 
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

1 Corinthians 2:9 —  9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart 
of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

Jeremiah 24:1–10 —  1 After Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had taken into exile from Jerusalem 
Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, together with the officials of Judah, the craftsmen, 
and the metal workers, and had brought them to Babylon, the Lord showed me this vision: behold, 
two baskets of figs placed before the temple of the Lord.   

2 Kings 24:10–17 —  10 At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up to 
Jerusalem, and the city was besieged.  11 And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to the city 
while his servants were besieging it,  12 and Jehoiachin the king of Judah gave himself up to the 
king of Babylon, himself and his mother and his servants and his officials and his palace officials. 
The king of Babylon took him prisoner in the eighth year of his reign  13 and carried off all the 
treasures of the house of the Lord and the treasures of the king’s house, and cut in pieces all the 
vessels of gold in the temple of the Lord, which Solomon king of Israel had made, as the Lord had 
foretold.  14 He carried away all Jerusalem and all the officials and all the mighty men of valor, 
10,000 captives, and all the craftsmen and the smiths. None remained, except the poorest people 
of the land.  15 And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon. The king’s mother, the king’s wives, 
his officials, and the chief men of the land he took into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon.  16 
And the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon all the men of valor, 7,000, and the craftsmen 
and the metal workers, 1,000, all of them strong and fit for war.  17 And the king of Babylon 
made Mattaniah, Jehoiachin’s uncle, king in his place, and changed his name to Zedekiah. 



…Revelation 21:2–5 —  2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be 
his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.  4 He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the former things have passed away.”  5 And he who was seated on the throne said, 
“Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.” 

2 One basket had very good figs, like first-ripe figs, but the other basket had very bad figs, so bad 
that they could not be eaten.  3 And the Lord said to me, “What do you see, Jeremiah?” I said, 
“Figs, the good figs very good, and the bad figs very bad, so bad that they cannot be eaten.”   

4 Then the word of the Lord came to me:  5 “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Like these 
good figs, so I will regard as good the exiles from Judah, whom I have sent away from this place to 
the land of the Chaldeans.  6 I will set my eyes on them for good, and I will bring them back to 
this land. I will build them up, and not tear them down; I will plant them, and not pluck them up.  
7 I will give them a heart to know that I am the Lord, and they shall be my people and I will be 
their God, for they shall return to me with their whole heart.   

2 Corinthians 5:17 —  17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has come. John 1:12 —  12 But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 

Matthew 22:37 —  37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

8 “But thus says the Lord: Like the bad figs that are so bad they cannot be eaten, so will I treat 
Zedekiah the king of Judah, his officials, the remnant of Jerusalem who remain in this land, and 
those who dwell in the land of Egypt.  9 I will make them a horror to all the kingdoms of the 
earth, to be a reproach, a byword, a taunt, and a curse in all the places where I shall drive them.  
10 And I will send sword, famine, and pestilence upon them, until they shall be utterly destroyed 
from the land that I gave to them and their fathers.” 

2 Ways to Respond to Circumstances/Suffering 

1. The Wrong Way—TENACIOUS REJECTION 

2. The Right Way—RADICAL TRUST 

2 Results to Responding to our Circumstances/Suffering 



1. Experience the JUDGMENT of God 

• Settled Judgment—I will treat 
• Unexpected Judgment—they were the ones experiencing freedom 
• Impactful Judgment—I will make them a horror to all the kingdoms of the earth 
• Ultimate Judgment— until they shall be utterly destroyed 

2. Experience the GRACE of God 

• Justifying Grace—I will set my eyes on them for good 
• Protecting Grace—I will bring them back 
• Persevering Grace—I will build them up…plant them 
• Regenerating Grace—I will give them a heart to know that I am the Lord 

In the book The Great Divorce, C. S. Lewis wrote… 

Let’s talk about Figs… 

1. How do you think the people who had been taken into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar felt about 
their circumstances (v.1)? 

2. Why would Nebuchadnezzar take the kind of people he did into exile (v.1)? 
3. How can you tell if the offering that you present to the Lord is a good fig offering or a bad fig 

offering (v.1-2)? 
4. Why is it illogical to bring anything less than our best to God as an offering (v.2)? 
5. Why did God ask Jeremiah what he saw (v.3)? 
6. Why is our evaluation of our circumstances so often different than God’s evaluation (v.5)? 
7. Why was the exile to Babylon a good thing for God’s people (v.5-7)? 
8. What was so wrong about staying in Jerusalem or dwelling in Egypt when Nebuchadnezzar came 

and took off the people (v.8)? 
9. Who really was experiencing the blessings of God/cursing of God in this chapter? 
10.Can you describe a time when you thought wrongly about your circumstances and how would 

you think about those circumstances today? 


