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2 Corinthians 8:1-7… 

2 Corinthians 8:1–7 —  1 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been 
given among the churches of Macedonia,  2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of 
joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.  3 For they 
gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord,  4 
begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints—  5 and this, not as we 
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.  6 
Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act of 
grace.  7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and 
in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also. 

Encourage others by WHY, HOW & WHAT you give! 

Why do we give?  

ABUNDANCE OF GRACE (v.1) 1 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has 
been given among the churches of Macedonia, 

Ephesians 2:8–10 — 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them.  

ENCOURAGE OTHERS (v.6) 

GROW SPIRITUALLY (v.7) 7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all 
earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also. 

 1 Corinthians 1:4–7 — 4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all 
knowledge— 6 even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— 7 so that you are 
not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

How do we give? 

JOYFULLY (v.2)    

 ..James 1:2 — 2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,  



GENEROUSLY (v.2)  

 Matthew 6:33 — 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be added to you. 

PROPORTIONALLY (v.3) “they gave according to their means”  

WILLINGLY (v.3) “of their own accord”  

PASSIONATELY (v.4) “begging us earnestly”  

What do we give? What’s interesting about the way Paul answers this question is that he never 
gives an amount. You could never use what Paul writes on your tax return for your charitable 
contributions.  

OURSELVES TO JESUS (v.5) 5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the 
Lord and then by the will of God to us. 

...Romans 12:1–2 — 1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you 
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

BEYOND OUR MEANS (v.3) 3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond 
their means,  

Let’s talk about what others give… 

1. What was it that Paul wanted the Corinthian believers to know that he felt like would make a 
difference in their lives (v.1)? 

2. How had the grace of God been manifested in the lives of the believers in Macedonia (v.2)? 
3. What was so surprising about the way that the believers in Macedonia gave (v.2)? 
4. How would a severe test of affliction and extreme poverty affect your giving to God (v.2)? 
5. What does it mean to give according to your means and even beyond (v.3)? 
6. How can you know that your giving is willing (v.3)? 
7. When was the last time when you felt compelled to give passionately and what was it for (v.4)? 
8. When it comes to our giving, what really should be the order (v.5)? 
9. Is there a commitment that you’ve made in the past that you recognize you haven’t completed? 

If so, what are your plans for completing it (v.6)? 
10.What does your giving say about the level of spiritual growth you have experienced since coming 

to faith in Jesus (v.7)?


