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Jeremiah was given the task of speaking on behalf of God to the people of Judah to warn them 
about the consequences of their unbelief and disobedience. He was tasked with engaging his 
culture even when he didn’t believe he was adequately equipped to do so. I know a bunch of 
people today who feel exactly the same way.  

For 40 years, God had been telling His people that He was going to judge them, He was going to 
use a foreign power to humiliate them and destroy everything they had put their hope in and 
deport them from their home. It sounded so harsh…so un-God-like. Would He really do that? So 
here’s what I want to encourage you to remember from Jeremiah 52… 

God says what He MEANS & He does what He SAYS! 

This is the first thing you want to take away from Jeremiah 52…God’s Word is true.   

The second thing I hope you will take away from Jeremiah 52 is that there are real consequences 
to our decisions to go our own way in life.  

1. Don’t be DECEIVED. Jeremiah 52:1-16 

Jeremiah 52 —  1 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven 
years in Jerusalem…2 And he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that 
Jehoiakim had done.  3 For because of the anger of the Lord it came to the point in Jerusalem and 
Judah that he cast them out from his presence. And Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.   

Galatians 6:7–9 —  7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he 
also reap.  8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the 
one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.  9 And let us not grow weary of 
doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 

2. Decide what is ESSENTIAL. Jeremiah 52:17-23 

18 And they took away the pots and the shovels and the snuffers and the basins and the dishes for 
incense and all the vessels of bronze used in the temple service;  19 also the small bowls and the 
fire pans and the basins and the pots and the lampstands and the dishes for incense and the bowls 
for drink offerings.   
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Let’s ask that question of ourselves…what’s essential for the practice of our faith today?  

3. Dare to LEAD. Jeremiah 52:24-30 

24 And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second priest 
and the three keepers of the threshold;  25 and from the city he took an officer who had been in 
command of the men of war, and seven men of the king’s council, who were found in the city; and 
the secretary of the commander of the army, who mustered the people of the land; and sixty men 
of the people of the land, who were found in the midst of the city.  26 And Nebuzaradan the 
captain of the guard took them and brought them to the king of Babylon at Riblah.  27 And the 
king of Babylon struck them down and put them to death at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So 
Judah was taken into exile out of its land.    

When I read something like that, I understand why people are reluctant to step up and lead, to 
leverage the influence that God has given them in this world. 

Galatians 6:10 —  10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially 
to those who are of the household of faith. 

4. Delight in GOD’S GRACE. Jeremiah 52:31-34 

31 And in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, 
on the twenty-fifth day of the month, Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he began to 
reign, graciously freed Jehoiachin king of Judah and brought him out of prison.  

“Those who have no master are slaves to themselves. Depend upon it, you will either serve Satan 
or Christ, either self or the Saviour. You will find sin, self, Satan, and the world to be hard masters; 
but if you wear the livery of Christ, you will find him so meek and lowly of heart that you will find 
rest unto your souls. He is the most magnanimous of captains. 

“There never was his like among the choicest of princes. He is always to be found in the thickest 
part of the battle. When the wind blows cold he always takes the bleak side of the hill. The 
heaviest end of the cross lies ever on his shoulders. If he bids us carry a burden, he carries it also. 
If there is anything that is gracious, generous, kind, and tender, yea lavish and superabundant in 
love, you always find it in him. These 40 years and more have I served him, blessed be his name! 
and I have had nothing but love from him. I would be glad to continue yet another 40 years in the 
same dear service here below if so it pleased him. His service is life, peace, joy. Oh, that you 
would enter on it at once! God help you to enlist under the banner of Jesus even this day! Amen.” 
Charles Spurgeon 
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Let’s talk about the demise of a failed state… 

1. What kind of leader was Zedekiah and what impact did it have on his community (v.1-3)? 
2. Does our sin prevent God from fulfilling His promises? 
3. How do our decisions in life impact our relationship with God now? 
4. Why do you think Zedekiah would choose to rebel against the most powerful nation in the world 

(v.3)? 
5. What were the consequences of Zedekiah’s rebellion against Nebuchadnezzar (v.4-13)? 
6. Why would the author include the extensive list of items taken from the Temple (v.17-23)? 
7. What do you believe is essential for the practice of your faith in Jesus? 
8. Why do many people choose not to step up to a leadership role in society today (v.24-27)? 
9. What would you say to someone who asked if you believe God would really judge people like the 

Bible says He will? 
10.How do we know if there really is any hope for the future (v.31-34)?
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