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What refreshes you? What is it that gives you new energy and motivates you when things seem to 
make you feel like you are stuck or your life is getting a little parched and you feel like you are 
wasting away? Where do you find the resources to navigate the inevitable disappointments of life?  

Ezra 1:1–11 —  1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by the mouth 
of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he 
made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing:  2 “Thus says Cyrus 
king of Persia: The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he 
has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.  3 Whoever is among you of 
all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and 
rebuild the house of the Lord, the God of Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem.  4 And let 
each survivor, in whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with silver and 
gold, with goods and with beasts, besides freewill offerings for the house of God that is in 
Jerusalem.”  

New Hope energized by & for WORSHIP. 

Worship is a response, it’s an expression of devotion and it is central when it comes to a new hope. 
And if you find yourself in need of new hope today, I’ve got encouraging words for you. First, notice 
that this new hope is… 

1. Initiated by the LORD. Ezra 1:1 

New hope, lasting hope, life changing hope is initiated in our lives by the LORD. It’s not something 
that we generate from ourselves for ourselves. It’s the work of God in us and for us. And it’s 
ultimately anchored in God’s Word to us… 

Isaiah 44:28, 45:1 —  28 who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, and he shall fulfill all my 
purpose’; saying of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be built,’ and of the temple, ‘Your foundation shall be 
laid.’ ” —  1 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to 
subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of kings, to open doors before him that gates 
may not be closed: 

Jeremiah 29:10 —  10 “For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I 
will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place.  

His stirrings in us are always connected to His Word. Find out what God has said that He’s going to 
do and head in that direction. God will move you!  

2. Includes the most UNEXPECTED PEOPLE. Ezra 1:2 

God delights in working through the most unexpected people to accomplishes His purposes for His 
glory. 1 Corinthians 1:26–29 —  26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth.  27 But 
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God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to 
shame the strong;  28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, 
to bring to nothing things that are,  29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of 
God. Don’t miss the new hope that God wants to ignite in your own life because the people He 
chooses to use to bring it don’t meet your expectations.  

All the might of the ancient world was in subjection to God and put at the disposal of His people 
for their deliverance. Even today, God will spare nothing to resource His agenda, His purposes 
through His church. That is so encouraging to me.  

Isaiah 45:4–5 —  4 For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your 
name, I name you, though you do not know me.  5 I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides me 
there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know me, 

3. Invites a response of FAITH. Ezra 1:3 

When God stirs your heart, He does it in connection with what He has said in His Word and when 
you see that connection, it always calls for radical faith.  

Hebrews 11:6 —  6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near 
to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 

Faith requires movement and movement always involves risk. 

4. Inspires COOPERATION. Ezra 1:4 

Anything worth doing is worth doing together.  

Key leaders stepped up and paved the way. People were moved by God to provide for the work. And 
at the center of it all was a new hope that was fueled by and for WORSHIP!  

5 Then rose up the heads of the fathers’ houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the 
Levites, everyone whose spirit God had stirred to go up to rebuild the house of the Lord that is in 
Jerusalem.  6 And all who were about them aided them with vessels of silver, with gold, with 
goods, with beasts, and with costly wares, besides all that was freely offered.  7 Cyrus the king 
also brought out the vessels of the house of the Lord that Nebuchadnezzar had carried away from 
Jerusalem and placed in the house of his gods.  8 Cyrus king of Persia brought these out in the 
charge of Mithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah.  9 
And this was the number of them: 30 basins of gold, 1,000 basins of silver, 29 censers,  10 30 
bowls of gold, 410 bowls of silver, and 1,000 other vessels;  11 all the vessels of gold and of silver 
were 5,400. All these did Sheshbazzar bring up, when the exiles were brought up from Babylonia 
to Jerusalem. 

My encouragement to you today is first…love for the stirrings of God and don’t forget that they are 
connected to His Word. Second…respond to the stirrings of God with radical faith as you obey His 
Word. 

Let’s talk about a new hope… 

  of   2 3



1. How would the Jewish people in Babylon have known that was was happening in their day was in 
fulfillment of what God had said through the prophet Jeremiah (v.1)? 

2. What does it mean that the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus (v.1)? 
3. Why was it important that the proclamation that was made be put into writing (v.1)? 
4. How did Cyrus refer to the LORD and what did he acknowledge that the LORD had done (v.2)? 
5. How can you tell if someone in a public position really is a believer in the LORD (v.2)? 
6. What did Cyrus tell the people to do and what was his motivation for doing this (v.3)? 
7. Why do you think many chose not to return to be a part of the rebuilding project (v.4)? 
8. How did the people who chose not to return participate in the rebuilding project (v.4)? 
9. Who led the way in this rebuilding project (v.5)? 
10.What do you sense God stirring in you to bring new hope in your life?
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