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No DISCIPLINE—No FORGIVENESS, both are part of SATAN’S DESIGN for the Church. 

1. Be sensitive in DISCIPLINE. 2 Corinthians 2:1-4 

Matthew 18:15 —  15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and 
him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.  

1 For I made up my mind not to make another painful visit to you.  2 For if I cause you pain, who 
is there to make me glad but the one whom I have pained? 

3 And I wrote as I did, so that when I came I might not suffer pain from those who should have 
made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that my joy would be the joy of you all.  4 For I 
wrote to you out of much affliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause you 
pain but to let you know the abundant love that I have for you.   

 Proverbs 27:6 — 6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy.  

2. Be gracious in FORGIVENESS. 2 Corinthians 2:5-10 

5 Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some measure—not to put it 
too severely—to all of you.   

6 For such a one, this punishment by the majority is enough,  7 so you should rather turn to 
forgive and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.  8 So I beg you to 
reaffirm your love for him.   

9 For this is why I wrote, that I might test you and know whether you are obedient in everything.  
10 Anyone whom you forgive, I also forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven 
anything, has been for your sake in the presence of Christ, 

3. Be attentive to SATAN’S DESIGNS. 2 Corinthians 2:11 

John Calvin counseled the church, “Whenever we fail to comfort those that are moved to a sincere 
confession of their sin, we play into Satan’s hands.” 



11 so that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs. 

No DISCIPLINE—No FORGIVENESS, both are part of SATAN’S DESIGN for the Church. 

Let’s talk about when a letter will do… 

1. What had Paul decided that he would not do again (v.1)? 
2. After admitting that he had caused the church in Corinth pain, what reason did he give for why 

that was not his intention (v.2)? 
3. How do we cause pain in the church either negatively or positively? 
4. What did Paul do after deciding that he would not make another painful visit (v.3)? 
5. What did the prospect of Paul finding joy in the joy of the Corinthians tell us about the 

relationship between pastors and church (v.3)? 
6. What did Paul really want to express to the church in Corinth through this painful letter that he 

wrote (v.4)? 
7. Why was dealing with this offense that had been directed at Paul so important for the church (v.

5)? 
8. What can you say about the decision of the church to exercise discipline in this case (v.6)? 
9. After discipline was practiced, what did Paul tell the church to do next (v.7-8)? 
10.What would their practice of discipline and forgiveness tell Paul about them (v.9)?


