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‘We are but men, frail, feeble, and apt to faint.’ 

And that’s what I want us to think about this morning…living by the power of God. 

2 Corinthians 13:1–4 —  1 This is the third time I am coming to you. Every charge must be 
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.  2 I warned those who sinned before and all 
the others, and I warn them now while absent, as I did when present on my second visit, that if I 
come again I will not spare them—  3 since you seek proof that Christ is speaking in me. He is not 
weak in dealing with you, but is powerful among you.  4 For he was crucified in weakness, but 
lives by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but in dealing with you we will live with 
him by the power of God. 

WEAKNESS united to Jesus produces INFLUENCE 

All of us will find ourselves from time to time in situations where we don’t have the physical, 
mental, or even emotional resources that the situation requires. We put the ladle in our bucket and 
it comes out empty. But Jesus promised that rivers of living water would flow in and from the lives 
of those who believe in Him. 

Living by the Power of God… 

1. TENACITY - the ability to press forward in the face of overwhelming odds 

This is what I hear in Paul’s words… 1 This is the third time I am coming to you.  

I know there are people here this morning who are facing situations that just seem overwhelming 
to you. And you’ve reached down into the bucket of your heart and you’ve found it bone dry. And 
the voices in your head are all saying the same thing - “Run, get out of here, throw in the towel. 
They’re not going to change. This situation is never going to change.” Living by the power of God 
produces a tenacity in us that enables us to press forward, to take that next step even in the face 
of overwhelming odds. We gain the opportunity to influence others for good when we connect our 
weakness to Jesus. 

2. CONSISTENCY - the ability to respond in a level-headed way regardless of the situation 

Deuteronomy 19:15 —  15 “A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for 
any wrong in connection with any offense that he has committed. Only on the evidence of two 
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witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be established. 

It shows up in several different places in the New Testament… 

Matthew 18:16 —  16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every 
charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.

John 8:17 —  17 In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true.

1 Timothy 5:19 —  19 Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three 
witnesses.

Hebrews 10:28 —  28 Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the 
evidence of two or three witnesses.

In each one of these references, there is this sense of consistency that is valued by God and 
expected in our relationships with others. 

3. INTEGRITY - the ability to say what you mean and mean what you say 

2 I warned those who sinned before and all the others, and I warn them now while absent, as I did 
when present on my second visit, that if I come again I will not spare them— 

Being weak doesn’t mean that you remain SILENT, and being strong doesn’t mean that life won’t 
STINK. 

4. DIGNITY - the ability to treat others with the respect they deserve 

And the reason people deserve to be treated with respect is because every person you meet in this 
life is a person who has been made in the image of God and that makes them special, deserving of 
respect. 

3 since you seek proof that Christ is speaking in me. He is not weak in dealing with you, but is 
powerful among you.  4 For he was crucified in weakness, but lives by the power of God. 

Living a dignified life means treating others with respect and most importantly, it means giving 
Jesus the respect that is due to Him, which is greatest of all. 

So how can we experience life lived in the power of God? 

5. ABIDE 
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This is what Paul is talking about when he writes…For we also are weak in him, but in dealing with 
you we will live with him by the power of God. 

What would abiding in Jesus look like in our lives today? 

A - Acknowledge your weakness 
B - Believe God’s Word 
I - Invest in Prayer 
D - Discard distractions 
E - Encourage others 

Being frail, feeble and apt to faint doesn’t have to be a bad thing. Make it a habit to hang out with 
Jesus, to connect your weakness to Him because that’s how you live by the power of God for the 
good of others and His glory. 

Let’s talk about living by the power of God… 

1. What do you do when you’ve tried to help someone with an issue in their lives that you know is 
destructive for them and they don’t seem to be responding to your advice (v.1)? 

2. When you read some headline in the news or on Facebook or Twitter that is negative about 
others, what do you typically do with that news (v.1)? 

3. How should we respond to the failures of others, especially those with influence, when we 
become aware of their failures (v.2)? 

4. What happens in the lives of people we care about when they see us living a “Do what I say, not 
what I do” kind of life (v.2)? 

5. How can you know that Jesus is really speaking through a person into your life (v.3)? 
6. How can we show that Jesus is really powerful among us to those on the Crystal Coast (v.3)? 
7. Why do people struggle with the idea of Jesus being weak (v.4)? 
8. Why do people shy away from the notion that their lives are broken (v.4)? 
9. What do you need to do to live by the power of God daily (v.4)? 
10.What difference do you think it would make to live daily by the power of God (v.4)
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