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“If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable 
explanation is that I was made for another world.” — C.S. Lewis 

Another way of looking at death, instead of thinking about it in terms of friend or foe, is to 
consider the state in which we could find ourselves after death, after the cessation of all vital 
bodily functions. What then? That is the question of destiny and there are two possible answers—
eternal comfort or eternal torment.  

Luke 16:19–25 —  19 “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day.  20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered 
with sores,  21 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even 
the dogs came and licked his sores.  22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to 
Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried,  23 and in Hades, being in torment, he 
lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side.  24 And he called out, ‘Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’  25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in 
your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is 
comforted here, and you are in anguish.  

“It becomes us to spend this life only as a journey toward heaven … to which we should 
subordinate all other concerns of life. Why should we labor for or set our hearts on anything else, 
but that which is our proper end and true happiness?” — Jonathan Edwards 

“When you know the truth about what happens to you after you die, and you believe it, 
and you are satisfied with all that God will be for you in the ages to come, that truth makes 
you free indeed. Free from the short, shallow, suicidal pleasures of sin, and free for the 
sacrifices of mission and ministry that cause people to give glory to our Father in heaven.” — John 
Piper 

Philippians 3:20–21 —  20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ,  21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that 
enables him even to subject all things to himself.

In the end, we don’t go to HEAVEN - Heaven comes to US!

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth and declared it ‘good.’ God does not 
surrender this good creation to Satan but wins it back through the blood of Christ, which frees 
creation’s rulers from the sentence of death for sin.” — Russell Moore 

2 Peter 3:13 —  13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth 
in which righteousness dwells. 

1. Fully RECONCILED to God. Revelation 21:1-3
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Revelation 21:1–4 —  1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  3 And I heard 
a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell 
with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.  4 He will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

“God’s intention for humans was that we would occupy the whole Earth and reign over it. This 
dominion would produce God-exalting societies in which we would exercise the creativity, 
imagination, intellect, and skills befitting beings created in God’s image, thereby manifesting his 
attributes.” — Randy Alcorn 

2. Future REUNION of the Redeemed. 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18 

1 Thessalonians 4:14–18 —  14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.  15 For this we declare to 
you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, 
will not precede those who have fallen asleep.  16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven 
with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. 
And the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the 
Lord.  18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

“Not only will we see his face and live, but we will likely wonder if we ever lived before we saw his 
face!” — Randy Alcorn 

3. Final RESURRECTION of our Bodies. 1 Corinthians 15:40-44

1 Corinthians 15:40–44 —  40 There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the 
heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another.  41 There is one glory of the 
sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in 
glory.  42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is 
imperishable.  43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in 
power.  44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there 
is also a spiritual body. 

“The sands of time are sinking, the dawn of heaven breaks, 
The summer morn I’ve sighed for, the fair sweet morn awakes; 
Dark, dark hath been the midnight, but dayspring is at hand, 
And glory, glory dwelleth in Emmanuel’s land. 
“The king there in his beauty without a veil is seen; 
It were a well-spent journey though sev’n deaths lay between: 
The Lamb with his fair army doth on Mount Zion stand, 
And glory, glory dwelleth in Emmanuel’s land. 
“O Christ, he is the fountain, the deep sweet well of love! 
The streams on earth I’ve tasted, more deep I’ll drink above: 
There to an ocean fullness his mercy doth expand, 
And glory, glory dwelleth in Emmanuel’s land. 
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“The bride eyes not her garment, but her dear bridegroom’s face; 
I will not gaze at glory, but on my King of grace; 
Not at the crown he giveth, but on his pierced hand: 
The lamb is all the glory of Emmanuel’s land.” 

My encouragement to you today is long for that new earth that God has planned for His creation. 
And then live on this earth to give God glory and enjoy His good gifts, because… 

Let’s talk about our great hope… 

1. Where do you think Heaven is? 
2. What is Heaven? 
3. Why do people think that they will be bored in Heaven? 
4. How will Heaven give us a high view of God and a low view of humanity? 
5. Why do people struggle with the idea of Heaven coming to earth? 
6. What do you think will change about creation when God reconciles all things to Himself? 
7. How will your relationships change in Heaven? 
8. If Heaven is coming to earth, what would you like to do when that happens?
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