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People who have read much of the Bible or just heard some of the stories that are recorded in the 
Bible sometimes come to the conclusion that the God of the Old Testament seems to be so angry.  

For others who have read the Bible and then studied history, the question they often voice is, why 
does it seem like the nation of Israel suffers so much in this world? 

What should you do about the people who have wounded you? 

Today, we’re going to look at an extended section of the book of Jeremiah that I believe will help 
us address all of the questions that I’ve raised this morning.  

Jeremiah was appointed by God to be His spokesperson to the nation of Judah to warn them about 
their rebellious ways. The problem was they really weren’t interested in listening to much of 
anything that Jeremiah had to say. Listen to God’s call of Jeremiah— 

Jeremiah 1:5–10 —  5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I 
consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”  6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Behold, 
I do not know how to speak, for I am only a youth.”  7 But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am 
only a youth’; for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, and whatever I command you, you shall 
speak.  8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, declares the Lord.”  9 Then 
the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the Lord said to me, “Behold, I have put my 
words in your mouth.  10 See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up 
and to break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.” 

Jeremiah had a role to play in the nation of Judah but God also had plans for him to play a role in 
the nations surrounding Judah and that’s exactly what you find him doing in Jeremiah 47-51. He’s 
delivering God’s message of judgment on these nations.  

Here’s what I believe all of these messages of judgment on the nations through Jeremiah says to us 
when we find ourselves wanting to seek vengeance… 

Rest in God’s JUSTICE & Rejoice in God’s GRACE 

Romans 12:19 —  19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is 
written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 
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1. God keeps His PROMISES. 

Genesis 12:2–3 —  2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing.  3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
  
2. God will fulfill His PURPOSES. 

“Though our feelings come and go, His love for us does not. It is not wearied by our sins, or our 
indifference; and, therefore, it is quite relentless in its determination that we shall be cured of 
those sins, at whatever cost to us, at whatever cost to Him.” C. S. Lewis 

3. God is over all the NATIONS. 

Jeremiah 51:15–16 —  15 “It is he who made the earth by his power, who established the world 
by his wisdom, and by his understanding stretched out the heavens.  16 When he utters his voice 
there is a tumult of waters in the heavens, and he makes the mist rise from the ends of the earth. 
He makes lightning for the rain, and he brings forth the wind from his storehouses. 

4. God is just in His JUDGMENTS. 

Jeremiah 50:33–34 —  33 “Thus says the Lord of hosts: The people of Israel are oppressed, and 
the people of Judah with them. All who took them captive have held them fast; they refuse to let 
them go.  34 Their Redeemer is strong; the Lord of hosts is his name. He will surely plead their 
cause, that he may give rest to the earth, but unrest to the inhabitants of Babylon. 

Jeremiah 51:11 —  11 “Sharpen the arrows! Take up the shields! The Lord has stirred up the spirit 
of the kings of the Medes, because his purpose concerning Babylon is to destroy it, for that is the 
vengeance of the Lord, the vengeance for his temple. 

“Jesus had faith in the future grace of God’s righteous judgment. He did not need to avenge 
himself for all the indignities he suffered, because he entrusted his cause to God.” John Piper 

5. God is gracious in His PROMISES. 

Jeremiah 50:20 —  20 In those days and in that time, declares the Lord, iniquity shall be sought 
in Israel, and there shall be none, and sin in Judah, and none shall be found, for I will pardon 
those whom I leave as a remnant. 

6. God will humble the PROUD. 
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Genesis 11:4 —  4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in 
the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the 
whole earth.” 

Jeremiah 51:24 —  24 “I will repay Babylon and all the inhabitants of Chaldea before your very 
eyes for all the evil that they have done in Zion, declares the Lord. 

James 4:6–7 —  6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble.”  7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 
from you. 

7. God will be praised in the END. 

Jeremiah 51:47–49 —  47 “Therefore, behold, the days are coming when I will punish the images 
of Babylon; her whole land shall be put to shame, and all her slain shall fall in the midst of her.  
48 Then the heavens and the earth, and all that is in them, shall sing for joy over Babylon, for the 
destroyers shall come against them out of the north, declares the Lord.  49 Babylon must fall for 
the slain of Israel, just as for Babylon have fallen the slain of all the earth. 

Revelation 19:1–3 —  1 After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude 
in heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,  2 for his 
judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with 
her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of his servants.”  3 Once more they cried out, 
“Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up forever and ever.” 

Revelation 19:6–7 —  6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the 
roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For 
the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.  7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the 
marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 

Two questions to wrap things up this morning. First, are you ready? Judgment is coming, are you 
ready? And second, what bitterness do you need to let go of today so you can rest in the justice of 
God? 

Let’s talk about messing with God’s people… 

1. What promise are you counting on God keeping in your life? 
2. How has sin impacted how God is fulfilling His purposes in your life? 
3. Why would someone struggle to believe that God is over the nations today? 
4. When do we most often doubt the justice of God in our lives? 
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5. Where do you see evidence of God’s grace in these statements of judgment in Jeremiah 46-51? 
6. What area of your life do you most struggle with pride? 
7. How would you respond to someone who thinks that the God of the Old Testament is not the 

same as the God of the New Testament? 
8. Why has Israel suffered so much throughout history? 
9. What does our attitude towards Israel need to be today? 
10.What can you do when you have been hurt by others?
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