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—2 Timothy 3:16 —  16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,…it tells us what is right, when we are 
wrong, how we can get right and how we can stay right!  

Be OPEN to God’s Word—Even when it seems CLOSED! 

1. PRECONCEIVED IDEAS  Jeremiah 38:1-6 

Jeremiah 38:1–28 —  2…He who stays in this city shall die by the sword, by famine, and by 
pestilence, but he who goes out to the Chaldeans shall live. He shall have his life as a prize of 
war, and live.  3…This city shall surely be given into the hand of the army of the king of Babylon 
and be taken.”   

4 Then the officials said to the king, “Let this man be put to death, for he is weakening the hands 
of the soldiers who are left in this city, and the hands of all the people, by speaking such words to 
them. For this man is not seeking the welfare of this people, but their harm.”   

5 King Zedekiah said, “Behold, he is in your hands, for the king can do nothing against you.”  6 So 
they took Jeremiah and cast him into the cistern…letting Jeremiah down by ropes. And there was 
no water in the cistern, but only mud, and Jeremiah sank in the mud.  

2. UNEXPECTED RESPONSES  Jeremiah 38:7-13 

7 When Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, a eunuch who was in the king’s house, heard that they had 
put Jeremiah into the cistern—the king was sitting in the Benjamin Gate—  8 Ebed-melech went 
from the king’s house and said to the king,   

9 “My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that they did to Jeremiah the prophet by 
casting him into the cistern, and he will die there of hunger, for there is no bread left in the city.”  

10 Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, “Take thirty men with you from here, 
and lift Jeremiah the prophet out of the cistern before he dies.”  11 So Ebed-melech took the 
men with him and went to the house of the king, to a wardrobe in the storehouse, and took from 
there old rags and worn-out clothes, which he let down to Jeremiah in the cistern by ropes.   



12 Then Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said to Jeremiah, “Put the rags and clothes between your 
armpits and the ropes.” Jeremiah did so.  13 Then they drew Jeremiah up with ropes and lifted 
him out of the cistern…  

Jeremiah 39:15–18 —  15 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah while he was shut up in the 
court of the guard:  16 “Go, and say to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel: Behold, I will fulfill my words against this city for harm and not for good, and 
they shall be accomplished before you on that day.  17 But I will deliver you on that day, declares 
the Lord, and you shall not be given into the hand of the men of whom you are afraid.  18 For I 
will surely save you, and you shall not fall by the sword, but you shall have your life as a prize of 
war, because you have put your trust in me, declares the Lord.’ ” 

3. CLOUDED PERCEPTION  Jeremiah 38:14-23 

14 King Zedekiah sent for Jeremiah the prophet and received him at the third entrance of the 
temple of the Lord. The king said to Jeremiah, “I will ask you a question; hide nothing from me.”  
15 Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I tell you, will you not surely put me to death? And if I give you 
counsel, you will not listen to me.”  16 Then King Zedekiah swore secretly to Jeremiah, “As the 
Lord lives, who made our souls, I will not put you to death or deliver you into the hand of these 
men who seek your life.”   

17 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the God of Israel: If 
you will surrender to the officials of the king of Babylon, then your life shall be spared, and this 
city shall not be burned with fire, and you and your house shall live.  18 But if you do not 
surrender to the officials of the king of Babylon, then this city shall be given into the hand of the 
Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and you shall not escape from their hand.”   

19 King Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “I am afraid of the Judeans who have deserted to the 
Chaldeans, lest I be handed over to them and they deal cruelly with me.”  20 Jeremiah said, “You 
shall not be given to them. Obey now the voice of the Lord in what I say to you, and it shall be 
well with you, and your life shall be spared.   

4. RESTRICTED INFORMATION  Jeremiah 38:24-28 

24 Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Let no one know of these words, and you shall not die.  25 If 
the officials hear that I have spoken with you and come to you and say to you, ‘Tell us what you 
said to the king and what the king said to you; hide nothing from us and we will not put you to 
death,’  26 then you shall say to them, ‘I made a humble plea to the king that he would not send 
me back to the house of Jonathan to die there.’ ”   

27 Then all the officials came to Jeremiah and asked him, and he answered them as the king had 
instructed him. So they stopped speaking with him, for the conversation had not been overheard.  
28 And Jeremiah remained in the court of the guard until the day that Jerusalem was taken. 



Preconceived Ideas—Focus on who God is 
Unexpected Responses—Focus on God’s purposes 
Clouded Perceptions—Ask God for wisdom 
Restricted Information—Ask God for boldness 

Let’s talk about the Word of God… 

1. How can we respond to people who hear us share God’s Word but don’t think that’s a good thing? 
2. What would you say to someone who said that your habit of listening to the voice of Jesus was a 

sign of mental illness? 
3. Why would God design defeat for His people (v.3)? 
4. How was Zedekiah an example of poor leadership (v.5)? 
5. How do you respond to injustice when you see it and there doesn’t seem like there is much you 

can really do about it (v.7-13)? 
6. What made Ebed-melech’s response to Jeremiah’s situation so unexpected (v.8)? 
7. What do you do when people ask what you think but you know they really don’t want to hear 

what you have to say (v.14-23)? 
8. Why would Jeremiah struggle to believe Zedekiah when he promised him that he would not die 

(v.15-16)? 
9. What do we need when we know what’s the right thing to do (v.19)? 
10.Why is it that we are so afraid of what we consider to be “negative talk”?


