
It Won’t Be Easy 
Ezra 4-5 

Psalm 71:18 —  18 So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim 
your might to another generation, your power to all those to come.  

Adversity 
First, it’s INEVITABLE!  

John 16:33 —  In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 
2 Timothy 3:12 —  12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,  

Second, it’s PROFITABLE.  

James 1:2–4 —  2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds,  3 for you 
know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.  4 And let steadfastness have its full 
effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

Third, it can be PREVENTABLE.  

Living a God honoring life today isn’t going to be easy…but it is possible. So here’s my 
encouragement for us today and especially for our young people… 

God is WATCHING & He is WORKING! 

He is watching out for you and if you are connected to Him by faith in His Son, Jesus, His hand of 
blessing is resting on you and His good purposes will be accomplished through you. And even when 
you are snoozing through those boring classes that you are required to take to get your degree that 
you believe you will never use the rest of your life, God is at work to accomplish His good purposes.  
Here’s what you can do… 

1. Ask for WISDOM & be clear about your BELIEFS. Ezra 4:1-3 

Ezra 4–5 —  1 Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the returned exiles 
were building a temple to the Lord, the God of Israel,  2 they approached Zerubbabel and the 
heads of fathers’ houses and said to them, “Let us build with you, for we worship your God as you 
do, and we have been sacrificing to him ever since the days of Esarhaddon king of Assyria who 
brought us here.”  3 But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the heads of fathers’ houses in Israel 
said to them, “You have nothing to do with us in building a house to our God; but we alone will 
build to the Lord, the God of Israel, as King Cyrus the king of Persia has commanded us.” 

Just because somebody talks about God and Jesus and the Bible doesn’t mean they believe the 
same way you do. There’ll be plenty of religious sounding people excluded from the Kingdom of 
God on the day of Judgment. 

2. Live by FAITH & follow God’s COMMANDS. Ezra 4:4-5 
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4 Then the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah and made them afraid to build  5 
and bribed counselors against them to frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, 
even until the reign of Darius king of Persia.   

You don’t have any control of what others do about your commitment to Jesus. What you do have 
control over is how you respond to who Jesus is and what He has said. Trust Him and follow His 
commands. 
3. Practice PATIENCE & look for ENCOURAGEMENT. Ezra 4:6-5:2 

11 (This is a copy of the letter that they sent.) “To Artaxerxes the king: Your servants, the men of 
the province Beyond the River, send greeting. And now  12 be it known to the king that the Jews 
who came up from you to us have gone to Jerusalem. They are rebuilding that rebellious and 
wicked city. They are finishing the walls and repairing the foundations.  13 Now be it known to 
the king that if this city is rebuilt and the walls finished, they will not pay tribute, custom, or 
toll, and the royal revenue will be impaired.  14 Now because we eat the salt of the palace and it 
is not fitting for us to witness the king’s dishonor, therefore we send and inform the king,  15 in 
order that search may be made in the book of the records of your fathers. You will find in the 
book of the records and learn that this city is a rebellious city, hurtful to kings and provinces, and 
that sedition was stirred up in it from of old. That was why this city was laid waste.  16 We make 
known to the king that if this city is rebuilt and its walls finished, you will then have no possession 
in the province Beyond the River.”   

24 Then the work on the house of God that is in Jerusalem stopped, and it ceased until the second 
year of the reign of Darius king of Persia.  1 Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah the son of 
Iddo, prophesied to the Jews who were in Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of Israel 
who was over them.  2 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua the son of Jozadak arose 
and began to rebuild the house of God that is in Jerusalem, and the prophets of God were with 
them, supporting them. 

4. Stay FOCUSED & keep WORKING. Ezra 5:3-5 

3 At the same time Tattenai the governor of the province Beyond the River and Shethar-bozenai 
and their associates came to them and spoke to them thus: “Who gave you a decree to build this 
house and to finish this structure?”  4 They also asked them this: “What are the names of the men 
who are building this building?”  5 But the eye of their God was on the elders of the Jews, and 
they did not stop them… 

Do you know that God is watching over you, that the eye of your God is on you? God knows the 
adversity that you face. He knows what you are going through and if you are connected to Him by 
faith in His Son, Jesus, then His hand of blessing is resting on you for your good and His glory. 

5. Know WHO YOU ARE & know your HISTORY. Ezra 5:11-16 

11 And this was their reply to us: ‘We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and we 
are rebuilding the house that was built many years ago, which a great king of Israel built and 
finished.  12 But because our fathers had angered the God of heaven, he gave them into the hand 
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who destroyed this house and carried away the 
people to Babylonia.  13 However, in the first year of Cyrus king of Babylon, Cyrus the king made 
a decree that this house of God should be rebuilt.  14 And the gold and silver vessels of the house 
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of God, which Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple that was in Jerusalem and brought 
into the temple of Babylon, these Cyrus the king took out of the temple of Babylon, and they were 
delivered to one whose name was Sheshbazzar, whom he had made governor;  15 and he said to 
him, “Take these vessels, go and put them in the temple that is in Jerusalem, and let the house of 
God be rebuilt on its site.”  16 Then this Sheshbazzar came and laid the foundations of the house 
of God that is in Jerusalem, and from that time until now it has been in building, and it is not yet 
finished.’ 

Let’s talk about how hard it’s going to be… 

1. Why were the people of the land against the exiles who had returned from Babylon (4:1)? 
2. What did the people of the land offer to do that was an indication of their opposition (4:2)? 
3. What do we need when people offer to help us and we’re not sure that what they are offering is 

actually helpful and where do we find what we need (4:2)? 
4. What did the people of the land do when they realized that the exiles were not going to accept 

their help that made the exiles afraid (4:5)? 
5. What can we do about opposition that is beyond our ability to control or even influence (4:5)? 
6. What were the accusations that were brought against the exiles who were rebuilding the Temple 

in Jerusalem (4:6-16)? 
7. What can you do when accusations are brought against you whether they are true or not 

(4:17-23)? 
8. What did the adversaries ask the exiles for when they resumed rebuilding the Temple in 

Jerusalem (5:3)? 
9. What are you going to do when someone demands that you tell them what right do you have to 

worship the God of heaven and earth? 
10.What is the ultimate end of adversity in our lives?
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