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This has been a roller coaster year for the family of Lorette Taylor and her brother Louis Paul 
Hebert. Their father died and left them a sizable inheritance that Lorette was responsible to 
distribute, which she tried to do through her bank, TD Canada Trust, earlier this year. Her husband, 
John had gone to the bank and asked for a certified check in the amount of $660,000, but the bank 
suggested a bank draft instead. Louis made arrangements with UPS to ship the bank draft to him, 
instead of him driving the 270 miles to the office of their families lawyer to pick it up. Somewhere 
along that journey, the bank draft inheritance went missing and to date, they haven’t been able to 
find it. So nine months after his inheritance was shipped to him, all Louis has to show for it is a $32 
refund for shipping costs from UPS. If you could have a conversation with Lorette and her brother 
Louis, and you asked them, “Could you ever have imagined that you’d be in the situation you have 
found yourself in currently?” my guess is their response would be something along the lines of “Not 
in a million years.”  

The reason I share their story with you this morning is because that’s what I believe Joseph would 
have said if you had asked him the same question after he found out that his betrothed, Mary, was 
with child and he wasn’t the father. It took an angel appearing to him in a dream to convince him 
to go through with his marriage to Mary in spite of the reservations he had and the fear that he 
felt.  

A recent Pew Research survey found that fewer people in America see Christmas as a religious 
holiday than ever before. While an overwhelming majority of people in America will be celebrating 
Christmas with family and friends, almost half don’t see that it is actually a celebration of the 
birth of Jesus Christ. They don’t recognize the unprecedented event that took place in the lives of 
Mary and Joseph nearly 2,000 years ago. They don’t mind Christmas displays like Nativities, they 
just don’t recognize the enormous implications of the birth of this particular baby. That’s what 
Matthew turns his attention to in the closing verses of the first chapter of his Gospel. He turns his 
attention to the fathers of Jesus and that’s not a typo. I say fathers because in the verses that 
were read for you this morning, you actually have the mention of two fathers, a biological father 
and a legal father.  

Matthew is very precise in describing the fathers of Jesus. He is crystal clear that when it came to 
the conception of this baby, that no man was His father. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit. God, 
according to Matthew is the biological father of Jesus. Many people today object to that 
statement. Some say that a virgin conception would make it impossible for Jesus to be fully human, 
which really isn’t surprising since they would also reject the idea that Adam and Eve were real 
people created by a sovereign, all powerful God. Adam and Even didn’t have a human father or 
mother, yet they were fully human. Others object to the virgin conception of Jesus on the basis 
that it’s not consistent with natural law. If you believe that all that happens is the result of natural 
forces and that the system of nature is the whole of reality, then there can’t be any “miraculous” 
or “supernatural” occurrences.  

Granted, it took a couple hundred years before the church got a handle on what Matthew records 
for us concerning the fathers of Jesus and when they finally did, here’s what they said in The 
Chalcedonian Creed of A.D. 451… 
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Therefore, following the holy fathers, we all with one accord teach men to acknowledge one and 
the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at once complete in Godhead and complete in manhood, truly 
God and truly man, consisting also of a reasonable soul and body; of one substance with the Father 
as regards His Godhead, and at the same time of one substance with us as regards His manhood; 
like us in all respects apart from sin; as regards His Godhead, begotten of the Father before the 
ages, but yet as regards His manhood begotten, for us men and for our salvation, of Mary the 
virgin, the God-bearer; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-Begotten, recognized in two 
natures, without confusion, without change, without division, without separation; the distinction of 
natures being in no way annulled by the union, but rather the characteristics of each nature being 
preserved and coming together to form one Person and subsistence, not as parted or separated into 
two Persons, but one and the same Son and only-begotten God the Word, Lord Jesus Christ; even as 
the prophets from earliest times spoke of Him, and our Lord Jesus Christ Himself taught us, and the 
creed of the fathers has been handed down to us. (JESUS IS LIKE NO OTHER) 

Christmas is full of surprises.  The darkness that fills this world and our lives is dispelled by the 
light of a child who is born and a son who is given…God makes the excluded included. Here’s 
another of the surprises of Christmas… 

This baby is GOD come to SAVE us and be WITH us! 

In a day when more and more people have lost sight of the significance of Christmas, we need to 
be reminded that this season is first and foremost about the fact that God came into this world as a 
baby, conceived by the Holy Spirit through the virgin Mary so that He could save us from our sins 
and be with us. We need to hear this message today because, like Joseph, we are faced with the 
unexpected that causes us to shrink from our faithfulness to God. We need to hear this message 
today because, like Joseph, we can be fearful when we know that God has called us to a task that 
we don’t know how things are going to work out and we’re not sure how people will think about us 
if we step out in faith to follow God. We need to hear this message today because God has not 
been silent about what He is doing in this world in the past, present or even into the future. 

This passage is answering the question that Jesus will later ask the Pharisees; the same question 
that people had been asking for generations prior to the coming of Jesus…What do you think about 
the Christ, whose son is He? (Matthew 22:42) It’s a question that people are still asking today. 

My prayer for us is that we would be the kind of people, who even when we’re not sure about the 
details of what God is doing in our lives, that we are committed to being faithful to God; that we 
would be whatever, whenever kind of people when it comes to responding to God. And that we 
would be courageous in our obedience to God and attentive to His Word. 

1. Faced with the UNEXPECTED—Commit to be FAITHFUL to God. Matthew 1:18-19 

When the unexpected invades your life, and it will, because that’s the kind of world that we live 
in, decide now, before it enters that you are going to be faithful to God. Make your plans, but 
make them with the attitude that you are going to do whatever God says whenever in your life. 
That’s what Joseph is struggling with in these opening verses… 

Matthew 1:18–19 —  18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 
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from the Holy Spirit.  19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.   

We can imagine that Joseph had plans for a bright future with Mary. Betrothal, the pledge to marry, 
was a solemn contract between the parties, and lasted for a year before the couple were married 
in the full sense. So it was far more binding than our engagement is today. In fact, the couple was 
considered married during this time and it could be terminated only by divorce. Complete 
marriage, and the sexual union that goes with it, came at the end of the year of betrothal. 

Sometime during that year Joseph discovers that Mary is expecting and he knows that he’s not the 
father, which creates a problem for both Joseph and for Mary. He assumes that Mary has been 
unfaithful to him during their betrothal, how else could she become pregnant? And he has three 
choices…expose Mary’s unfaithfulness publicly in which case, she could be stoned to death (didn’t 
happen much in those days). She would have at least suffered the shame that went with a public 
divorce in those days. That was one option, or he could give Mary a private divorce which only 
required a written certificate in the presence of two witnesses. His third option was to just go 
ahead with the marriage. 

Joseph is called a just man, which didn’t mean that he was perfect. It simply meant that Joseph 
had a desire to be obedient to God’s Law and faithful to God. In this case, that led Joseph to the 
decision that he would divorce his unfaithful wife (at least in his mind). But when he took into 
consideration the mercy and compassion of God’s Law, he decided to do that privately so as to 
spare her the public shame.  

At this point, Joseph doesn’t really know what’s going on.  He doesn’t know that the child that 
Mary is carrying was supernaturally conceived and would be like no other child ever born. All he 
knows is that this was unexpected news and that he was committed to being faithful to God.  

What would that look like for us today? It’s the attitude of Job, who when he unexpectedly lost 
everything in his life said…Job 1:21–22 —  21 …“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked 
shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.”  22 
In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong. 

That’s a decision you make before the unexpected happens! Faced with the unexpected, commit to 
be faithful to God. 

2. Faced with the UNPRECEDENTED—Don’t be afraid to OBEY God. Matthew 1:20-21 

When something happens to you that has never happened before…when you sense God leading you 
in a way that you’ve never experienced, don’t be afraid to obey God regardless of what others 
think or say to you. What took place in Joseph and Mary’s life had never happened before. It was 
unprecedented. It’s here that Joseph is given information that Mary had already been given. He 
knew he wasn’t the biological father and she knew he wasn’t the biological father. He thinks she’s 
been unfaithful and she knows that the child she carries has been conceived by God Himself in the 
person of the Holy Spirit.  

20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in 
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her is from the Holy Spirit.  21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 

In a dream, an angel tells Joseph to not be afraid to take Mary as his wife. Joseph was encouraged 
by the reminder of who he is…son of David. Joseph is in the line of David. The angel calms Joseph’s 
fears about the unfaithfulness of his wife…that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit made the pre-existent second person of the Trinity into a human being. He performs 
two major works in regards to Jesus. First, He brings Jesus down to earth and makes Him human 
and second, He lifts Jesus up and shows His deity and the result of both of those works is to bring 
Jesus Christ into our hearts! 

Joseph is not the biological father of Jesus, but he will be the legal father of Jesus. He will become 
Jesus’ legal father by doing two things—he will take Mary, the mother of Jesus, to be his wife and 
second, he will give a name to the son that is born—Jesus. The name means, “The LORD saves.” 
The single most fundamental character trait ascribed to Jesus is His ability to save His people from 
their sin. We’re told that He is the One who will rescue us from the horrible consequences of our 
sin. Peter showed an understanding of the significance of this name when…Acts 4:8–12 —  8 …filled 
with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders,  9 if we are being examined 
today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed,  
10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing 
before you well.  11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has 
become the cornerstone.  12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

Joseph overcomes his fears and obeys God by taking Mary to be his wife and giving the baby the 
name the angel gave him in the dream. By naming Jesus, Joseph was accepting legal paternity and 
making a statement about the mission of Jesus. He came to save us because we can’t save 
ourselves. 

There are times in our lives, when faced with the unprecedented leading of God, we’re scared to 
death to step out in faith and obey Him. Be courageous, follower of Jesus. He is at work to redeem 
a people for Himself who will live under His sovereign rule and enjoy Him forever.  
  
3. Faced with the DOCUMENTED—Take to heart the WORD of God. Matthew 1:22-23 

Matthew let’s us in on something that was no secret or at least shouldn’t have been a secret…all of 
this happened according to God’s word through the prophet Isaiah hundreds of years prior to these 
events. 

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:  23 “Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 

He’s quoting from Isaiah 7:14. The prophet Isaiah spoke these words to a wicked king Ahaz after he 
had turned to the Assyrians for assistance when Rezin, king of Syria and Pekah, king of Samaria 
threatened to remove him from his throne.  And what he was saying in effect was King, take a chill 
pill.  No one is going to destroy the people of God and no one is going to end the line of David, 
because God has promised an heir that would sit on the throne of David forever.  And this won’t 
just be any old child, this will be God with us.   
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Divine purposes are at work in this supernatural conception. This is what surely captured the 
imagination of Charles Wesley when he composed the second verse of his great Christmas hymn 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.” 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come, 
Offspring of the virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Hail the incarnate deity, 
Pleased as man with men to dwell. 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

And here’s the wonderful truth about this name Immanuel. It’s an indicator of the great desire of 
God to dwell among His people. And it’s the last thing Jesus says to His followers at the end of 
Matthew…and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age (Matthew 28:20). We have 
been given insider information as to what God is doing in this world in His Word. It’s documented. 
How we need to take to heart all that He has said. 

Jesus came to a virgin mother and an adoptive father into this fallen world to save His people from 
their sins. The way Jesus came into this world, through this supernatural virgin conception is so 
important for us because it reminds us that our salvation is the supernatural work of God and 
completely a gift of the grace of God. His virgin conception was evidence of the absolute 
uniqueness of Jesus. There really is no one just like Him. It made possible the uniting of full deity 
and full humanity in one person. No other way would so clearly unite humanity and deity in one 
person.  

It probably would have been possible for God to create Jesus as a complete human being in heaven 
and send him to descend from heaven to earth without the benefit of any human parent. But then 
it would have been very hard for us to see how Jesus could be fully human as we are, nor would he 
be a part of the human race that physically descended from Adam.  

It probably would have been possible for God to have Jesus come into the world with two human 
parents, both a father and a mother, and with his full divine nature miraculously united to his 
human nature at some point early in his life. But then it would have been hard for us to understand 
how Jesus was fully God, since his origin was like ours in every way. When we think of these two 
other possibilities, it helps us to understand how God, in his wisdom, ordained a combination of 
human and divine influence in the birth of Jesus, so that his full humanity would be evident to us 
from the fact of his ordinary human birth from a human mother, and his full deity would be evident 
from the fact of his conception in Mary’s womb by the powerful work of the Holy Spirit. 

The surprise of Christmas is that… This baby is GOD come to SAVE us and be WITH us! 

God’s desire to save us from our sins and be with us was so great that He did what had never been 
done before or would ever be done again in conceiving Jesus by the Holy Spirit in the virgin Mary. 
He came to save you from the horrible eternal consequences of your sin. Won’t you trust Him 
today? 
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Christian: Let’s be faithful to God even when we don’t understand all the details of what God is 
doing in our lives. Let’s be courageous in our obedience to God because we know that He is at work 
to redeem a people who will belong to Him, will be saved from their sins and be able to enjoy His 
presence forever. 

And Church : Let’s be crystal clear through all of our programs and in all of our activities that this 
baby, whose birth we celebrate during the Christmas season is God who became a man so that He 
might save His people from their sins and be with them forever. Let’s be a whatever-whenever kind 
of people, courageous in our obedience to God and attentive to His Word. (MUSICIANS COME UP) 

Let’s talk about the the fathers of Jesus… 

1. What is the difference between being engaged today and being betrothed in the days of Joseph 
and Mary (v.18)? 

2. What must Joseph have thought when he found out that before they had come together Mary was 
expecting (v.18)? 

3. What was it that motivated Joseph to decide to divorce Mary quietly instead of either going 
through with the marriage or making a big deal about her pregnancy (v.19)? 

4. What does Joseph’s decision tell us about his and Mary’s relationship before their marriage (v.
19)? 

5. How did Joseph find out who was really behind the pregnancy of Mary (v.20)? 
6. Why would Joseph been afraid to take Mary as his wife (v.20)? 
7. What was the significance of Joseph giving the child the name Jesus (v.21)? 
8. What did Matthew understand about the prophecy that he quoted from Isaiah 7:14 (v.23)? 
9. Why do people struggle with the idea of a virgin conception today? 
10.Why is the virgin conception of Jesus so important for us today?
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