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Today is a huge day for a unique group of people…53 people to be exact. That’s the 
number of players that make up an NFL team these days and one team will claim the 
title Super Bowl Champions tonight. Both teams in the contest tonight have claimed 
the title before and New England has won it 5 times. Both teams have put in untold 
hours in preparation for this season. If you had had the opportunity to interview 
members of the last two teams standing on the brink of Super Bowl glory at the 
beginning of this season and asked them what they hoped to accomplish this year, 
you would have been asking them to give you their vision for their season. 

Vision has been described as a picture of a preferred future. It’s a picture of what 
you would like to see happen at some point in the future. And it can be a powerful 
influence in your life. There is a verse in the Bible that is often quoted to drive home 
the importance of having a vision, but I get the sense that it’s talking about more 
than having a picture of a preferred future. The verse is often quoted like this…
where there is no vision, the people perish. Here’s what the verse actually says…
Proverbs 29:18 —  18 Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off 
restraint, but blessed is he who keeps the law. Where there is no recognition that 
God has a design for the way life should be lived, people tend to go off in all kinds of 
directions on their own, but life is better, blessed when you acknowledge God’s Word 
in the way you live.  

Throughout the Bible, there is the record of God giving people visions about what He 
was going to do in the course of human history. Sometimes, it was a good picture and 
sometimes, it was a not so good picture. Today, when someone gets up in a church 
setting and starts talking about vision, they probably aren’t talking about what God 
is going to do in the future but about what they hope to see God do in the future. A 
vision is a goal, something to aim at that gives direction to our activities and 
magnetism to our cause. It becomes a rallying point for our gathering.  

A little more than 5 years ago, I stood before our church family and spent a lot of 
time talking about our past and the staff that had been added through the years. I 
gave a brief survey of our building additions through the years and talked about all 
the places where we had sent mission teams since 2000. It was quite the list. Then I 
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spent some time describing where we were in the life of our church in 2012. And I 
laid out a vision for what our next 5 years could look like. I looked back over that 
presentation this week and saw that most of what I talked about in 2012 did not 
come to pass in the subsequent years. What did come to pass was the 
accomplishment of a dream that we have had for way more than 5 years and that 
was to be a church family that is debt free.  

Today, I come before you once more and share a vision of what we could be as the 
people of God gathered on the Crystal Coast. This isn’t something that I came up 
with on my own. I didn’t seclude myself fasting and praying and waiting to get a 
vision from the LORD. I have done a good bit of praying over this, but I also sought 
the input of other followers of Jesus who are a part of this church family. The ironic 
thing about this whole vision venture and the role of a person like me, a pastor, is 
that it covers the entire spectrum in terms of people’s expectations. Some people 
assume that the LORD will tell the pastor what He wants the church to do and then 
we’ll just do it. Others have the idea that they will tell the pastor what the LORD 
wants the church to do and he better do it. Here’s what I have learned about 
leadership and vision over the last couple of decades. People tend to be more 
engaged and more passionate about a vision that they have had a part in shaping. 
And if you don’t set a goal for the future, cast a vision, paint a picture of a preferred 
future, you’re not going to accomplish much. I’m also convinced that if God can tell 
me something through His word that will give us some clarity about our future, He 
certainly has the ability to tell others. It was out of this kind of thinking that I asked 
our staff to recommend some people that I could invite to a few informal gatherings 
to dream and discuss what our church could be in 2022. I wasn’t interested in 
spending a lot of time talking about our past or even the problems that we face in 
the present. I simply wanted to get together with a few people and see if we could 
get a clear picture of a future that would be preferred. I asked those who gathered 4 
questions…What are we currently celebrating in our church family? What do you 
believe is the greatest need in our community? If you moved and you were looking 
for a new church home, what would you be looking for? And what do you believe 
people in our community are looking for in a church? Based on the response I got to 
these questions and some thoughts I had going into those gatherings, I want to 
encourage us as we move towards 2022 to…  

Focus on what God’s love requires FROM US instead of what’s in it FOR US.
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There is a controlling force in all our lives regardless of what kind of life we are 
currently living or what direction we are heading in, there is an overriding force that 
influences our decisions and our actions…and it’s love. We are drawn towards what 
we love most. We may have several things that we love to one degree or another, but 
the thing we love the most is the controlling factor in our lives. Here’s what the 
Apostle Paul wrote about the controlling force in the life of a follower of Jesus… 

2 Corinthians 5:14 —  14 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have 
concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; 

It’s so easy to slip into a “What’s in it for me” kind of mentality, even after we’ve been 
through a season where we demonstrated a commitment to really give of ourselves for 
others because we understood that’s what God’s love requires from us. That’s what the 
early church understood. What would happen if we recaptured that kind of thinking on 
the Crystal Coast in the next 4 to 5 years? What kind of church might we be in 2022 
when we gather to celebrate our 45th anniversary together? What if we were a 
church…

1. Celebrating the ACTIVITY OF GOD. Exodus 15:1-3

Not long after our family arrived on the Crystal Coast, we did a Bible Study together as 
a church on Sunday nights entitled Experiencing God by Henry Blackaby. Our students 
are starting that study this week. And one of the fundamental truths that came out of 
that study was that God is always at work around us. There is a spiritual realm that is 
just as real as the physical realm that we never doubt. And we are engaged in a 
spiritual battle that has eternal ramifications. The response to this truth that God is 
always at work around us is that we should focus on finding out what God is already 
doing and then go join Him in His work instead of spending a lot of time working up 
things that we want to do for Him. 

When God delivered His people from 400 years of oppression in Egypt, and they knew 
that they were really free they took an opportunity to celebrate God’s activity on their 
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behalf and in their midst and they produced the first song in the Bible. It’s found in 
Exodus 15 and here’s how the first part of the song goes…

Exodus 15:1–3 —  1 Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the Lord, 
saying, “I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider 
he has thrown into the sea.  2 The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has 
become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will 
exalt him.  3 The Lord is a man of war; the Lord is his name.

You don’t get a lot of “Look what we’ve done for God” in this song. It’s all about what 
God has done. So what if we became a church that focused on celebrating all the 
things that we saw God doing through us or things that we saw Him doing in our 
community that we got to be a part of that blessed others for His glory? 

When I asked people the question, what are we currently celebrating, I heard stories 
about how God’s love impacted hurting people after Hurricane Florence. I heard stories 
about how kid’s lives are being transformed as adults build into them in our after school 
program, Pipeline. What kinds of things might we be celebrating in 2022? There’s no 
limit if we Focus on what God’s love requires FROM US instead of what’s in it FOR US. 
What if we were a church…

2. Mentoring the NEXT GENERATION. Titus 2:1-8

In every gathering we hosted, when I asked people what they believe the greatest 
need in our community was the most common response had to do with helping families 
and providing direction for young people and role models that they can follow. 

It has always been true that the church is one generation away from extinction. In 
Europe, the landscape is covered with majestic buildings that at one time served a vital 
function in their communities as the gathering place for the church. Today, many of 
those buildings sit vacant or serve some other purpose. Last year, I was at a 
conference and heard a very effective communicator say that he believed his greatest 
contribution to the kingdom of God wasn’t anything he had done but in who he had 
raised, in the next generation. The Apostle Paul was a passionate mentor to the next 
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generation of pastors in the first century church. To one young pastor, Titus, he wrote 
these words…

Titus 2:1–8 —  1 But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine.  2 Older men 
are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, and in 
steadfastness.  3 Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers 
or slaves to much wine. They are to teach what is good,  4 and so train the young 
women to love their husbands and children,  5 to be self-controlled, pure, working at 
home, kind, and submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be 
reviled.  6 Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-controlled.  7 Show yourself in all 
respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity,  8 
and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to 
shame, having nothing evil to say about us.

When I read a passage like that I know a couple of things happen. First, I know there 
will be some who don’t even recognize their need for some kind of mentoring. You’re 
still at the place where you either think you know everything you need to know or you 
can figure out for yourself all you need to know. That path can be awful rocky, so if 
that’s where you are, hold on tight. Second, I know that some of thinking right now 
about the people in your past that invested in you. They took time out of their schedule 
to give you some time. They listened to you. They taught you things. They gave you 
wise counsel. And in some cases, they even came to your rescue at a critical time in 
your life. Whatever they did, you are better for it. Third, I know that some are thinking 
that they really don’t have much to offer others and that’s simply not true. If God never 
wastes an experience and you currently find yourself on the downhill side of life, there 
is so much that you have to offer others that could be of benefit to them. But the only 
way that happens is if we Focus on what God’s love requires FROM US instead of 
what’s in it FOR US. What if we were a church…

3. Engaging the CRYSTAL COAST. Acts 5:12-16, 17:1-7

For any church in existence still, it’s helpful to ask “Would our community miss us if we 
closed the doors today?” Community engagement is not an option for a church. And 
just having a building isn’t enough to create that engagement. There are people who 
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drive by churches every day on their way to and from work and don’t even know they 
are there. One of the things that was so impactful in the life of the early church was 
how engaged the people were in their communities…

Acts 5:12–16 —  12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the 
people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico.  
13 None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem.  14 And 
more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women,  
15 so that they even carried out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and 
mats, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them.  16 The 
people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those 
afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed.

Find a need and meet it and you will never lack an audience. There was a time in 
church history where community engagement was all about the community coming to 
the church. That day is long gone and the church will become invisible if that’s our 
approach to connecting with our community. What if we equipped followers of Jesus to 
make a difference in strategic positions of leadership in our community? What if we 
were so engaged with the military community and our local schools that it was normal 
for us to have a presence in those settings? What would our community say about us 
then? Here’s what the people of Thessalonica said about Paul and Silas when they 
came to their town to share Jesus…

Acts 17:6–7 —  6 “These men who have turned the world upside down have come 
here also,  7 and Jason has received them, and they are all acting against the decrees 
of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.”

Do you know how that can happen for us today? If we… Focus on what God’s love 
requires FROM US instead of what’s in it FOR US. What if we were a church…

4. Providing COMPELLING ENVIRONMENTS. Matthew 17:1-8, 2 Corinthians 
14:24-25
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What in the world is a compelling environment? For me at least, it’s an environment 
that when I leave it, and I don’t really want to leave it, but when I leave it the thought I 
have is “That was helpful and I can’t wait to come back and I want to tell somebody 
else about what I experienced here.” The first followers of Jesus experienced what you 
would call a compelling environment…

Matthew 17:1–8 —  1 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and 
John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves.  2 And he was 
transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became 
white as light.  3 And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with 
him.  4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will 
make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  5 He was 
still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the 
cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”  6 
When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified.  7 But Jesus 
came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.”  8 And when they lifted up 
their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.

They would remember that experience for the rest of their lives. Compelling 
environments are also transformative. They change us. Paul wrote about that to the 
church in Corinth…

1 Corinthians 14:24–25 —  24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or outsider 
enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all,  25 the secrets of his heart 
are disclosed, and so, falling on his face, he will worship God and declare that God is 
really among you.

That’s the picture I get when I think about our future and listen to what others are 
sensing God leading us to in the future. Celebrating the activity of God; Mentoring the 
next generation; Engaging our community and Providing compelling environments. 
There once was a faith that was so focused on what God’s love required of them that 
they literally turned the world upside down. I believe that we can recapture that kind of 
faith on the Crystal Coast. 
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Let’s talk about 2022… 

1. What do you believe we have to be celebrating in our church family currently? 
2. What do you believe is the greatest need in our community today? 
3. What kinds of things are you looking for in a church that you could commit 

yourself to? 
4. What do you believe people in our community are looking for in a church?
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