
Cut Me Some Slack 
2 Corinthians 11:1-6 

Have you ever given someone advice that you thought would be helpful and it was completely 
ignored? You saw something you believed was important to share with them and when you delivered 
your pearl of wisdom, it fell on deaf ears.  

This is what the Apostle Paul is dealing with when he writes this to the church in Corinth that he 
had founded… 

2 Corinthians 11:1–6 —  1 I wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness. Do bear with me!  
2 For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a 
pure virgin to Christ.  3 But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your 
thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  4 For if someone comes 
and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from 
the one you received, or if you accept a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up 
with it readily enough.  5 Indeed, I consider that I am not in the least inferior to these super-
apostles.  6 Even if I am unskilled in speaking, I am not so in knowledge; indeed, in every way we 
have made this plain to you in all things. 

Make your CASE to be HEARD! 

So, what can you do to make your case to be heard? First… 

1. Express your DEVOTION & DREAMS for others.  

The first step to making your case to be heard is to let people know you care about them and you 
want the very best for them. 

Deuteronomy 4:24 —  24 For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. 

Ephesians 5:25–27 —  25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself 
up for her,  26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the 
word,  27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or 
any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 

Colossians 1:22 —  22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present 
you holy and blameless and above reproach before him, —  28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone 
and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.

  of   1 3



One of the greatest temptations of a pastor is to begin to see people for what they can contribute 
to the life of the church, to want something from them instead of something for them. 

2. Express your FEAR for others.  

One of the reasons some people disregard the advice that we try to give them is because we don’t 
effectively communicate how serious the situation is. 

People who come today offering something in addition to Jesus are wolves in sheep’s clothing. They 
want something from you. They don’t want the best for you. Jesus + Anything = Nothing! Jesus + 
Nothing = Everything! 

3. Express what makes you DISTINCT from others. 

One of the reasons your advice doesn’t make the difference that it can is because it gets lost in the  
overwhelming flow of information that people are faced with every day. 

Thinking clearly about Jesus will make you distinct. Thinking clearly about living the Christian life 
will make you distinct.  

There’s only one Jesus—he was supernaturally conceived, he lived the life every one of us were 
created to live but didn’t, he willingly gave his life to satisfy the just condemnation of God in our 
place and he came back to life so that we could know the life that God always intended for us in 
relationship to Him. Believe in Him today! 

For those closest to you that you so want to help—let them know you love them and you want the 
very best for them. Let them know you’re serious about the advice you are giving them and that 
you are living the truth that you are sharing with them. That’s how you make a CASE to be HEARD! 

Let’s talk about cutting each other some slack… 

1. How would people respond if when you started giving them advice, you started with a little 
levity (v.1)? 

2. How can jealousy be a positive quality in your life (v.2)? 
3. What does it mean to be “betrothed” to Christ (v.2)? 
4. What should you do when you hear someone belittling the church or criticizing the church (v.2)? 
5. How can our thoughts be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ (v.3)? 
6. What do you need to do to think clearly about Jesus (v.4)? 
7. When it comes to faith in Jesus, what is the difference between commitment and surrender (v.

4)? 
8. What is wrong with the idea of a “super-apostle” (v.5)? 
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9. How can the acquisition of knowledge be more about self-exaltation than life-transformation (v.
6)? 

10.How can you show those close to you that you are distinct from others (v.6)?

  of   3 3


