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2 Corinthians 1:1–7 —  1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our 
brother, To the church of God that is at Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole of 
Achaia:  2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Who are we?  
- v.1 We are a commanded & cooperating people (Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our 

brother) 

v.1 “Paul” means “little, small.” This is how Paul saw himself before God (Ephesians 3:8 —  8 To 
me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, 1 Timothy 1:15 —  15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving 
of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the 
foremost.)  

What if God comforts us, not to make us COMFORTABLE, but to make us COMFORTERS? 

1. CELEBRATE the comfort of God. 2 Corinthians 1:3 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 
comfort,  
  
v..Job 1:21 — 21 The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

What if God comforts us, not to make us COMFORTABLE, but to make us COMFORTERS? 
CELEBRATE the comfort of God. 

2. EXPERIENCE the comfort of God. 2 Corinthians 1:4-6 

4 who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any 
affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  5 For as we share 
abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.  6 If we 
are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, 
which you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer. 

Afflictions happen to test the validity of our faith (1 Peter 1:6-7) 
Afflictions happen to wean us from this world system. 
Afflictions happen to call us to our heavenly hope (2 Corinthians 4:17-18) 
Afflictions happen to reveal what we really love  
Afflictions happen to teach us obedience (Hebrews 12:5-11) 
Afflictions happen so God can reveal His compassion to us 



Afflictions happen to strengthen us for greater service 

What if God comforts us, not to make us COMFORTABLE, but to make us COMFORTERS? 
CELEBRATE the comfort of God. EXPERIENCE the comfort of God. 

3. SHARE the comfort of God. 2 Corinthians 1:4-6 

Afflictions happen to enable us to comfort others who are afflicted! 

4 who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any 
affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  5 For as we share 
abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.  

v.4 “so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction”---He uses people who have 
gone through trouble and been encouraged. God’s goal in comforting us is to equip us to be 
comforters to others. The genius of Christianity is that all we receive we receive as a trust.  

What if God comforts us, not to make us COMFORTABLE, but to make us COMFORTERS? 
CELEBRATE the comfort of God. EXPERIENCE the comfort of God. SHARE the comfort of God. 

4. Be CONFIDENT in the comfort of God. 2 Corinthians 1:7 

7 Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also 
share in our comfort. 

We experience suffering in God so that we can extend comfort from God! 

What if God comforts us, not to make us COMFORTABLE, but to make us COMFORTERS? 

Let’s talk about comfort… 

1. Why was it so important for the church in Corinth to be reminded that Paul was an apostle of 
Christ Jesus by the will of God (v.1)? 

2. What does Paul’s mention of Timothy tell you about the importance of doing ministry in 
cooperation (v.1)? 

3. How could the church at Corinth by a defense against those who say the church is full of 
hypocrites because people in the church are flawed and sinful (v.1)? 

4. How can it be true that the people who make up the church are saints and yet still sin (v.1)? 
5. Why would Paul’s greeting have been scandalous in the first century (v.2)? 
6. Why is it important for us to know that God is the Father of mercies an the God of all comfort (v.

3)? 
7. What is God’s purpose in comforting us in our afflictions (v.4)? 
8. How does affliction and comfort bring us together as the people of God (v.5)? 
9. How was Paul’s affliction connected to the comfort and salvation of the Corinthian church (v.6)? 
10.Why could Paul be so confident about the Corinthian church (v.7)?


