
Jeremiah: It’s the Last Hour 
Don’t Shoot the Messenger 

Jeremiah 26:1-24 
March 19, 2017 

Don’t REJECT the Messenger—RESPOND to the message! 

1. Relay the message FAITHFULLY. Jeremiah 26:1-6 

Jeremiah 26:1–24 —  1 In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of 
Judah, this word came from the Lord:   

2 “Thus says the Lord: Stand in the court of the Lord’s house, and speak to all the cities of Judah 
that come to worship in the house of the Lord all the words that I command you to speak to them; 
do not hold back a word.   

…Matthew 28:19–20 —  19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  

Acts 1:8 —  8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Relay the 
message faithfully! 

3 It may be they will listen, and every one turn from his evil way, that I may relent of the disaster 
that I intend to do to them because of their evil deeds.   

…1 Thessalonians 1:6–10 —  6 …you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy 
Spirit…how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,  10 and to wait for his 
Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come. 

Isaiah 46:9–11 —  9 I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me,  10 
declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel 
shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose…I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; I have 
purposed, and I will do it.

4 You shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord: If you will not listen to me, to walk in my law that I 
have set before you,  5 and to listen to the words of my servants the prophets whom I send to you 
urgently, though you have not listened,  6 then I will make this house like Shiloh, and I will make 
this city a curse for all the nations of the earth.’ ” 

Are you a messenger today? If you know Jesus as your Savior, you are. So, relay the message 
faithfully…Say what God says—Say all that God says—Say all that God says to all peoples.  
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What if you are on the other end of this exchange? 

2. Respond to the message HUMBLY. Jeremiah 26:7-16  

7 The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the 
house of the Lord.  8 And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the Lord had commanded 
him to speak to all the people, then the priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of 
him, saying, “You shall die!  9 Why have you prophesied in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘This 
house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without inhabitant’?” And all the people 
gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the Lord.   

1 Corinthians 15:33 —  33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” Just because 
you are in the majority, doesn’t mean you are on the right side!!! 

10 When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s house to the 
house of the Lord and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the Lord.  11 
Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and to all the people, “This man deserves 
the sentence of death, because he has prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your 
own ears.”   

Be careful about preconceived ideas.  

12 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The Lord sent me to 
prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have heard.  13 Now therefore mend 
your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the Lord your God, and the Lord will relent of 
the disaster that he has pronounced against you.   

Be open to change that honors God. 

14 But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to you.  15 Only 
know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent blood upon yourselves and 
upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the Lord sent me to you to speak all these words in 
your ears.”   

16 Then the officials and all the people said to the priests and the prophets, “This man does not 
deserve the sentence of death, for he has spoken to us in the name of the Lord our God.”   

Be careful about being on the wrong side of history.  

…Revelation 20:10–15 —  10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of 
fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and 
night forever and ever.  11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From 
his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them.  12 And I saw the dead, 
great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was 
opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, 
according to what they had done.  13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and 
Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to 
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what they had done.  14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death, the lake of fire.  15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, 
he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

Don’t REJECT the Messenger—RESPOND to the message! 

3. Recall the history of the message HONESTLY. Jeremiah 26:17-24 

17 And certain of the elders of the land arose and spoke to all the assembled people, saying,  18 
“Micah of Moresheth prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and said to all the people 
of Judah: ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, “ ‘Zion shall be plowed as a field; Jerusalem shall become 
a heap of ruins, and the mountain of the house a wooded height.’   

20 There was another man who prophesied in the name of the Lord, Uriah the son of Shemaiah 
from Kiriath-jearim. He prophesied against this city and against this land in words like those of 
Jeremiah.   

24 But the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah so that he was not given over to 
the people to be put to death. 

Ask for an advocate 

1 John 2:1–2 —  1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  2 He is the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

Don’t REJECT the Messenger—RESPOND to the Message!

Let’s talk about the messenger… 

1. Jeremiah 26:1-6 provides a summary of the Temple Sermon that Jeremiah preached back in 
Jeremiah 7. What was the point of that sermon? 

2. This was a public event in the court of the Lord’s house. Why do we struggle to go public with 
the message that God has given us? 

3. What kinds of things can we do today to make sure that we relay all of God’s message to all 
people’s (v.2)? 

4. If the people of Judah would have listened to the message of Jeremiah and turned from their 
evil ways, God says He would relent of the disaster that He had intended to do to them (v.3). 
Does this mean that God changes His mind? 

5. God had destroyed the city of Shiloh even though it had housed the ark of the covenant where 
the people came to worship. Why did the people of Jeremiah’s day believe that they would not 
be like Shiloh (v.9)? 

6. What kinds of things do people put their faith in today that ultimately won’t save them from the 
judgment of God in the future? 

7. What defense did Jeremiah give during his trial (v.12-15)? 
8. Apparently, these people still operated under the rule of law (v.16). What do you see happening 

to the rule of law today? 
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9. Two examples are given of the different way that the people had responded to prophets in the 
past (Micah, Uriah). What’s the point in bringing up these two examples (v.18-23)? 

10.Jeremiah was delivered from death ultimately by an advocate, Ahikam (v.24). How can you be 
an advocate for others today? 
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