
The Act of Love - Bethlehem 
Luke 2:1-20 

Whatever special experiences you have planned this Christmas season, my desire for you is that you 
will experience the hope, love, joy and peace that Jesus came into this world to give us. 

God will move HEAVEN & EARTH to let you know He LOVES you! 

God will move world powers and rulers who consider themselves to be more than they really are, 
He will marshal a multitude of angels all for the purpose of letting us know that He loves us. He 
hasn’t abandoned us. He hasn’t forgotten us and He’s not neglecting us. He desires the very best 
for us and He’ll go to the ends of the earth to make sure that we know that. 

The Act of Love… 

1. Orchestrates CIRCUMSTANCES. (v.1-5) 

Luke 2:1–20 —  1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be registered…4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,  5 
to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.  

Even human decrees fall under the divine decree that put circumstances in place for the birth of 
Jesus just as it had been predicted. Micah 5:2 —  2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too 
little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in 
Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 

Joseph and Mary epitomize the mystery of grace—the King does not come to the proud and 
powerful but to the poor and powerless. Every move they made was under and directed by the 
hand of Almighty God.  

The baby Mary carried was not a Caesar, a man who would become a god, but a far greater wonder
—the true God who had become a man! 

2. Relinquishes COMFORTS. (v.6-7) 

6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the inn. 
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Jesus left the comforts of heaven where the will of God is always done for the conflict and chaos of 
His creation that had been dealt a death blow because of humanities rebellious independence. But 
that’s what He was willing to do to let us know that He loves us.  

3. Values the CASTAWAY. (v.8-9) 

8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by 
night.  9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear.   

God doesn’t need all the trappings of power and prestige to warrant our praise for who He is and 
what He’s up to in sending Jesus into this world. And He will move Heaven and earth to let us know 
that He loves us. And then He invites us to bring great joy to others by sharing the Good News of 
the coming of Jesus so that we can experience His love and enjoy our relationship with Him all for 
His glory.  

4. Global COMMISSION. (v.10-20) 

10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people.  11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord.  12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and 
lying in a manger.”   

v.10 Beautiful words of affirmation…  

v.11 Jesus is God’s great gift to us. 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying,  14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!”  15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.”  16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying 
in a manger.   

v.13 This is heaven addressing earth about the significance of the birth of Jesus. God moved 
heaven and earth to let us know that he loves us! He marshaled a multitude of the heavenly host to 
announce His love for us in sending His Son! And it was all for His glory. 

Kent Hughes wrote that…It is not enough to hear about Jesus. It is not enough to peek in the 
manger and say, “Oh, how nice. What a lovely scene. It gives me such good feelings.” The truth is, 
even if Christ were born in Bethlehem a thousand times but not within you, you would be eternally 
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lost. The Christ who was born into the world must be born in your heart. Religious sentiment, even 
at Christmastime, without the living Christ is a yellow brick road to darkness. 

17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this 
child.  18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.  19 But Mary treasured 
up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

v.20 When we see come to pass what God has said to us, it confirms and deepens our faith. Open 
your mouth and give honor to God for what He has done! 

God moved heaven and earth so you would know that He loves you. Don’t keep that to yourself. 
Let’s be a people who hear God’s wonderful Good News about Jesus and embrace Him for who He 
is, our Savior who was promised to come and is indeed God, who became like us so we could 
become like Him, and then joyfully share that message with others so that they might experience 
the joy and peace that Jesus brings. 

Let’s talk about God’s act of love… 

1. What was the purpose of the registration that Caesar Augustus decreed be taken from an earthly 
perspective…a heavenly perspective (v.1-5)? 

2. Why is it important that Joseph was of the house and lineage of David (v.4)? 
3. What kinds of struggles do you imagine that Joseph and Mary encountered on their journey from 

Nazareth to Bethlehem? 
4. What do you think of when you hear that Jesus was laid in a manger wrapped in swaddling cloths 

because there was no room for them in the inn (v.7)? 
5. Why do you think that God chose to announce the birth of His Son to shepherds who were 

watching over their flocks by night outside of Bethlehem (v.8)? 
6. What was the good news that brought great joy for all people the angel announced (v.10)? 
7. What does it mean that Jesus is a Savior, who is Christ the Lord (v.11)? 
8. What were the results of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem (v.14)? 
9. What did the shepherds do after they heard the announcement from the angel (v.15-18)? 
10.What do you think happened in the lives of these shepherds after this special night (v.20)?
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