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What would you say to the notion that there is a word that is even more foundational to who you 
are, or at least who you were created to be, than the words you could use to focus on your 
relationships or your career? The word that I’m suggesting that describes us is servant. 

Luke 4:18–19 —  18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed,  19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.” 

Mark 10:45 —  45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.”  

Luke 19:10 —  10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

The one quality that is essential to becoming a servant leader like we were created to be is 
humility. 

Luke 14:7–11 —  7 Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they 
chose the places of honor, saying to them,  8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding 
feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more distinguished than you be invited by 
him,  9 and he who invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ 
and then you will begin with shame to take the lowest place.  10 But when you are invited, go and 
sit in the lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ 
Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at table with you.  11 For everyone who 
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

Pursuing Honor leads to HUMILIATION - Pursuing Humility leads to EXALTATION! 

1. Jesus notices my LACK of humility. Luke 14:7 

7 Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they chose the places of 
honor, saying to them, 

How can you tell when you are lacking in humility? 

2. Jesus knows my LEVEL of humility. Luke 14:8 
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8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest 
someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, 

3. Jesus knows how to HANDLE my lack of humility. Luke 14:9 

9 and he who invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then 
you will begin with shame to take the lowest place.   

4. Jesus HONORS the humble. Luke 14:10 

10 But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your host comes he may 
say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at 
table with you.   

Matthew 16:24 —  24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. 

Philippians 2:3–4 —  3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 
more significant than yourselves.  4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to 
the interests of others.   
  

Let’s talk about humbling our hearts… 

1. Why do you think it’s so natural for us to seek out the “places of honor” (v.7)? 
2. Why is it so difficult for us to acknowledge that there are others who have a greater capacity 

than we do in our chosen field (v.8)? 
3. How do you feel when someone else is promoted ahead of you (v.9)? 
4. What would it look like in your life to “sit in the lowest place” (v.10)? 
5. What needs to happen in your life to “humble yourself” (v.11)? 
6. When you think of the idea of humility, what pictures come to your mind? 
7. What concerns might you have about being known as a humble person who serves? 
8. What did humility look like in the life of Jesus (Philippians 2)? 
9. What role does pride play in the life of a servant leader? 
10.How does service work to develop humility in our lives?
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