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Matthew 13:58 —  58 And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief.  

CHOICES have CONSEQUENCES! 

1. Unbelief results in DISASTER. Jeremiah 39:1-10 

Jeremiah 39:1–18 —  1 In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth month, 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came against Jerusalem and besieged it.  2 In the 
eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, on the ninth day of the month, a breach was 
made in the city.   

…Lamentations 4:4–18 —  4 The tongue of the nursing infant sticks to the roof of its mouth for 
thirst; the children beg for food, but no one gives to them.  5 Those who once feasted on 
delicacies perish in the streets; those who were brought up in purple embrace ash heaps…their 
face is blacker than soot; they are not recognized in the streets; their skin has shriveled on their 
bones; it has become as dry as wood…12 The kings of the earth did not believe, nor any of the 
inhabitants of the world, that foe or enemy could enter the gates of Jerusalem.  13 This was for 
the sins of her prophets and the iniquities of her priests, who shed in the midst of her the blood 
of the righteous…17 Our eyes failed, ever watching vainly for help; in our watching we watched 
for a nation which could not save.  18 They dogged our steps so that we could not walk in our 
streets; our end drew near; our days were numbered, for our end had come. 

3 Then all the officials of the king of Babylon came and sat in the middle gate: Nergal-sar-ezer of 
Samgar, Nebu-sar-sekim the Rab-saris, Nergal-sar-ezer the Rab-mag, with all the rest of the 
officers of the king of Babylon.   

…Jeremiah 21:4 —  4 ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Behold, I will turn back the weapons 
of war that are in your hands and with which you are fighting against the king of Babylon and 
against the Chaldeans who are besieging you outside the walls. And I will bring them together into 
the midst of this city. 

4 When Zedekiah king of Judah and all the soldiers saw them, they fled, going out of the city at 
night by way of the king’s garden through the gate between the two walls; and they went toward 
the Arabah.  5 But the army of the Chaldeans pursued them and overtook Zedekiah in the plains of 
Jericho. And when they had taken him, they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
at Riblah, in the land of Hamath; and he passed sentence on him.   

m where Nebuchadnezzar had set up his command center.   



6 The king of Babylon slaughtered the sons of Zedekiah at Riblah before his eyes, and the king of 
Babylon slaughtered all the nobles of Judah.  7 He put out the eyes of Zedekiah and bound him in 
chains to take him to Babylon.   

Ezekiel 12:13 —  13 And I will spread my net over him, and he shall be taken in my snare. And I 
will bring him to Babylon, the land of the Chaldeans, yet he shall not see it, and he shall die 
there.) and his prophecy proved true.  

8 The Chaldeans burned the king’s house and the house of the people, and broke down the walls 
of Jerusalem.  9 Then Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, carried into exile to Babylon the 
rest of the people who were left in the city, those who had deserted to him, and the people who 
remained.  10 Nebuzaradan, the captain of the guard, left in the land of Judah some of the poor 
people who owned nothing, and gave them vineyards and fields at the same time.   

2. Belief results in DELIVERANCE. Jeremiah 39:11-18 

11 Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon gave command concerning Jeremiah through Nebuzaradan, the 
captain of the guard, saying,  12 “Take him, look after him well, and do him no harm, but deal 
with him as he tells you.”  13 So Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, Nebushazban the Rab-
saris, Nergal-sar-ezer the Rab-mag, and all the chief officers of the king of Babylon  14 sent and 
took Jeremiah from the court of the guard. They entrusted him to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, 
son of Shaphan, that he should take him home. So he lived among the people.   

15 The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah while he was shut up in the court of the guard:  16 
“Go, and say to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: 
Behold, I will fulfill my words against this city for harm and not for good, and they shall be 
accomplished before you on that day.   

17 But I will deliver you on that day, declares the Lord, and you shall not be given into the hand 
of the men of whom you are afraid.  18 For I will surely save you, and you shall not fall by the 
sword, but you shall have your life as a prize of war, because you have put your trust in me, 
declares the Lord.’ ” 

COMMUNION 

Let’s talk about the fallen city… 

1. If you had been living in Jerusalem when the Babylonian army laid siege to the city, how do you 
think you might have responded (v.1)? 

2. Why do people continue to reject the Word of God even in the face of undisputed evidence to its 
truthfulness? 

3. Why do you think that God has withheld His judgment on America for all the ways that we have 
turned from His Word as a nation? 

4. What was Zedekiah’s response to the judgment of God on Jerusalem (v.4)? Why do people think 



they can reject God’s Word and not suffer the consequences? 
5. If you had been a poor person in Jerusalem on this day of judgment, how do you think you might 

have felt about what happened (v.10)? 
6. From a human point of view, why do you think Nebuchadnezzar would have given the command 

to take care of Jeremiah (v.11-12)? 
7. How did Jeremiah show that he was different from Zedekiah when this judgment came (v.14)? 
8. Why did God deliver Ebed-melech when this judgment came on Jerusalem (v.18)?


