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But what if Heaven is not my eternal destiny? What if I end up in Hell? What’s that going to be like? 
So let’s think about that in our time together today. 

To get us started thinking biblically about Hell, let’s start with a story Jesus told about two men 
who ended up in very different situations in eternity… 

Luke 16:19–25 —  19 “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who 
feasted sumptuously every day.  20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered 
with sores,  21 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even 
the dogs came and licked his sores.  22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to 
Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried,  23 and in Hades, being in torment, he 
lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side.  24 And he called out, ‘Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’  25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in 
your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is 
comforted here, and you are in anguish. 

Heaven is BETTER than you think - Hell is WORSE than you can imagine! 

What does the Bible say about Hell? 

1. Ultimate PROSECUTION.  Revelation 16:1-7 

Revelation 16:1–7 —  1 Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, “Go 
and pour out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.”  2 So the first angel went and 
poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful sores came upon the people who bore 
the mark of the beast and worshiped its image.  3 The second angel poured out his bowl into the 
sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse, and every living thing died that was in the sea.  4 
The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they became 
blood.  5 And I heard the angel in charge of the waters say, “Just are you, O Holy One, who is and 
who was, for you brought these judgments.  6 For they have shed the blood of saints and 
prophets, and you have given them blood to drink. It is what they deserve!”  7 And I heard the 
altar saying, “Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are your judgments!” 

2. Fiery AFFLICTION. Matthew 13:49-50 

Matthew 13:49–50 —  49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and 
separate the evil from the righteous  50 and throw them into the fiery furnace… 

3. Emotional CONFUSION. Matthew 13:42 

Matthew 13:42 —  42 In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

4. Perpetual REBELLION. John 8:44 
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John 8:44 —  44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He 
was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in 
him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

5. Evil ASSOCIATION. Matthew 25:41; Revelation 21:8 

Matthew 25:41 —  41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 

Revelation 21:8 —  8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the 
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns 
with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” 

6. Final SEPARATION. 2 Thessalonians 1:9 

2 Thessalonians 1:9 —  9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, 

A. W. Pink wrote “None but one who really knows God can begin to estimate what it will mean to 
be eternally banished from the Lord. Forever separated from the Fount of all goodness! Never to 
enjoy the light of God’s countenance! Never to bask in the sunshine of His presence. This, this is 
the most awful of all.” 

7. Eternal DURATION. Revelation 14:9-11 

Revelation 14:9–11 —  9 And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If 
anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand,  10 
he also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he 
will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of 
the Lamb.  11 And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, 
day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its 
name.” 

John 3:16 —  16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. 

Let’s talk about our possible destiny-Hell… 

1. If someone asked you what you believe about Hell, what would you tell them? 
2. If you believe that Hell will not be your possible destiny for eternity, how do you know that? 
3. When you read the descriptions of Hell in the Bible, do you think they are literal or figurative?  
4. Why do some believe that the judgment of Hell is not eternal? 
5. How would you answer someone who asked how a loving, good God could send someone to Hell 

for eternity?
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