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2017 seems to have been the year of fake news. It’s become a huge deal 
in our culture and around the world. The range of fake news reports can 
go from satire, which isn’t designed to cause harm all the way to 
fabricated content that is 100% false and designed to deceive and do 
harm. Here are just a few of the most popular fake news stories in recent 
history… 

#1 An Amazon drone delivered a bomb to the White House 
#2 An 83 year old woman in Columbus, Ohio trained her 65 cats to steal 
valuables from her neighbors. Turns out that the mug shot used with the 
story actually shows another person. It’s a actually an image of a 92-year-
old central Florida woman who was arrested in March 2011, and accused 
of shooting at a neighbor who refused to kiss her. 
#3 The Answers in Genesis Ark Encounter Theme Park in Kentucky was 
destroyed by a flood.  
#4 Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups and Mountain Dew are to be discontinued. 

Fake News really isn’t new. During the first century BC, Octavian ran a 
campaign of misinformation against his rival Mark Antony, portraying him 
as a drunkard, a womanizer, and a mere puppet of the Egyptian 
queen Cleopatra. He published a document purporting to be Marc Antony's 
will, which claimed that Antony, upon his death, wished to be entombed in 
the mausoleum of the Ptolemaic pharaohs. Marc Antony ultimately killed 
himself after his defeat in the Battle of Actium upon hearing false rumors 
propagated by Cleopatra herself claiming that she had committed suicide. 

There are many people today who, when they hear the Christmas story of 
a virgin conceiving and brining a Son into the world who would be 
Immanuel, which means, God with us, think they are hearing another Fake 
News report. When the Apostle John wrote his message to the churches 
that had been established in what today is Turkey, he was the oldest living 
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Apostle. He had watched the church deal with conflict from within and 
persecution from without. And propagators of False News were 
accelerating many believers slide away from the Christian faith. So he 
wrote to put them back on track concerning who Jesus is. That’s what you 
have in the opening verses of 1 John, the passage that was read for you 
today. It’s probably not the kind of passage that you think about when you 
think of Christmas. Usually, the passages we think about are filled with 
angels and shepherds and the manger and docile animals; maybe even 
wise men who traveled from afar (which has nothing to do with 
firefighters). My guess is you’ve never thought about the verses that were 
read for you today when thinking of Christmas. But what John gives us in 
these verses is a wonderfully brief explanation of what the nativity means, 
what the meaning of Christmas is. And it’s another one of the surprises of 
Christmas right up there with… 

The darkness is DISPELLED by the light of a child who is BORN and a son 
who is GIVEN! 
God makes the EXCLUDED INCLUDED! 
This baby is GOD come to SAVE us and be WITH us! 

The Christmas surprise that John unveils for us is that… 

Eternal life was revealed to us in JESUS! 

The infinite life of God was shaped right before our very eyes in the 
person of Jesus and that life was made available to us through what Jesus 
came to accomplish. That’s why we celebrate Christmas. It’s the largest 
celebration around the world each year. Other holidays get a single day, 
but Christmas is emphasized for an entire month, one twelfth of every 
year. During the Christmas season, billions of people set aside their normal 
routines to decorate their homes, send out greeting cards, buy gifts, go to 
Christmas parties, attend church services, sing Christmas songs, binge 
Christmas TV specials on the Hallmark Channel, and travel long distances 
to be with their families. Christmas sights and sounds fill the air 
everywhere. There are stores, and even careers, that are exclusively 
dedicated to preparing for and celebrating this holiday. When Christmas 
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comes, you can’t miss it. It’s everywhere. But it is possible, in the midst 
of the celebration to actually miss the meaning of Christmas. 

So for just a few minutes today, I want to call your attention to this one 
last Christmas surprise as we think about what Christmas actually means 
for us today. When we Hallmarkize the coming of Jesus into the world, we 
miss the truth of what really happened that night in Bethlehem. So we 
need to hear that the One who has eternally existed entered into time so 
that we could hear, see and touch Him and know Him and receive the 
eternal life that He is and experience a relationship with Him and know a 
joy that is complete. My goal for our time together today is that we would 
be a people who embrace the reality of God, in the person of Jesus, 
entering into this world so that we could experience a relationship with 
Him, which is the essence of eternal life and enjoy Him forever. That we 
would be a people who are consistent in sharing that Word of Life with 
others so that they might know the joy that we are experiencing.  

What does Christmas mean? 

1.Your salvation is a GIFT of GOD’S GRACE. 1 John 1:1-2 

1 John 1:1–2 —  1 That which was from the beginning, which we have 
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have 
touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—  2 the life was 
made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you 
the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us
—   

The Word of Life (he fully conveys and communicates God; he is the 
revelation of God’s mind to humanity and he gives spiritual and eternal 
life to all who believe in him. He is life. We’re not told that Jesus has 
eternal life or even that he gives it. We’re told that he is eternal life. 
Every other religion in the world can only point to eternal life, but Jesus is 
eternal life. And to be connected to him by faith is all that is required for 
eternal life, for salvation. 
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If you believe that you can live the kind of life that would be worthy of 
eternal life, you will live in constant fear and insecurity because you can 
never know if you have lived a good enough life. Or your life will be 
marked by pride and pity for other people. If we can be saved by our own 
efforts, then the purpose of all the Christmas stories is to inspire us to 
imitate Jesus and follow his example. If we are saved as a gift from God, 
then it is essential that these stories actually took place, which is exactly 
what John is saying in these opening verses. John highlights 3 of his senses 
to confirm the authenticity of what he says about Jesus…hearing, seeing, 
touching. These senses indicate a growing understanding of Jesus, a closer 
connection to Jesus. 

The Jesus that John writes about is eternal…that which was from the 
beginning…Jesus is the Word of Life, the personal expression of the 
invisible God who is eternal life. And that is the surprise of Christmas… 
Eternal life was revealed to us in JESUS! 

Accept it and give thanks for it. 

If your first thought when you are asked if Heaven is your eternal home is 
to list all the good things you have done or are trying to do, you may know 
an eternal existence, but you don’t know eternal life. Eternal life is a 
person and that person is Jesus and He did everything needed to secure 
your salvation. Accept it and give thanks for it. 

2.You can have FELLOWSHIP with God. 1 John 1:3 

3 that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you 
too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

John is using court language to verify the truth of the Christmas 
stories. He’s talking about a relationship of mutual sharing. Believers can 
enter into the same kind of personal relationship with God that the 
apostles and others who saw and knew Jesus personally had with him. 
Eastern religions don’t offer the possibility of personal communication 
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with God. No other religion but Christianity says that God became flesh. In 
Jesus, we beheld the glory of God (Moses had been told that if he saw the 
glory of God, it would kill him). If you want to know God personally, you 
have to immerse yourself into the texts of the Gospels and look at the life 
of Jesus. In Jesus, we see God in a way that we can relate to. In Jesus, 
God becomes personal, tangible. Christmas means that God went to 
infinite lengths to make himself one whom we can know personally.   

John testified to a personal, eyewitness experience with Christ. He did not 
build this relationship on wishful thinking, mystical mumbo jumbo, or a 
secondhand report. He and the other disciples had heard Christ speak. 
They had seen him with their eyes. They had looked at (continuously 
contemplated) and touched him. To underline the reality of this three-
year encounter with the Son of God, John used sensory/experiential 
language in these opening verses. His point? Jesus Christ is a fact of 
history, and the lives of the disciples intersected with him in an objective, 
undeniable way.  

The coming of Jesus means that God is not content to be a concept or just 
someone you know from a distance. Get to know this God who so wants 
you to know him personally. When Jesus entered into time, his fellowship 
with the Father also entered into time. So, to hear Jesus is to hear the 
Father and to see Jesus was to have seen the Father (John 8:19, 10:30, 
14:7-10). And to have known Jesus was to have known the Father. Charles 
Stanley wrote…Everything in the Bible has been given to us to help us and 
enable us to enjoy an intimate relationship with God. God’s top priority 
for your life is to walk in close fellowship with Him. And that is the 
surprise of Christmas… Eternal life was revealed to us in JESUS! 

Enter into it and develop it. 

3.You can experience JOY and SHARE it with others. 1 John 1:4 

4 And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

This is the kind of happiness that doesn’t go away in the face of negative 
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circumstances. Psalm 1:3 —  3 He is like a tree planted by streams of 
water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all 
that he does, he prospers. 
  
John Piper wrote…The joy that Jesus came to bring is from outside this 
world. It is the very joy that Jesus himself has in God the Father—which he 
has had from all eternity and will have forever. There is no greater joy 
than the joy that God has in God, because God is the greatest object of 
joy, and God has the greatest powers to enjoy. John 15:11 —  11 These 
things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be full. His joy was the very joy of God. He promises to put that in 
us. That is what the Holy Spirit does. He pours out the love of God in our 
hearts (Rom. 5:5), and with it the joy of God in God. “The fruit of the 
Spirit is love, joy . . .” (Gal. 5:22). This is “great joy.” And it cannot be 
taken away. It is indestructible.  

Daniel Steele, a British Methodist minister in the eighteenth century, once 
wrote about a season in his life: “Almost every week, and sometimes 
almost every day, the pressure of his great love comes down on my heart 
in such a measure as to make . . . my whole being, soul and body, groan 
beneath the strain of the almost unsupportable plethora of joy. And yet 
amid this fullness there is a hunger for more. . . . He has unlocked every 
apartment of my being and filled and flooded them all with the light of his 
radiant presence. . . . The spot before untouched has been reached, and 
all its flintiness has melted in the presence of . . . Jesus, the One 
altogether lovely.” 

We often don’t experience this kind of happiness because the means to 
achieving it are so ordinary. Unimaginable greatness was packed into a 
manger. The world wants spectacle. Jesus wasn’t born at some fancy 
venue. He didn’t go to live in a palace but became a homeless refugee. 
The guests at his birth weren’t A-listers or community movers and shakers, 
but shepherds. It is just this ordinariness that offends people when it 
comes to the Gospel.   

Daily obedience—Listening to God in the Bible—Talking to God in prayer—
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Worshipping God with others—Serving God by serving others—Depending on 
Jesus even in difficult times. It is in this ordinariness that the 
extraordinary riches of the Gospel are hidden.   

The gift God has given you in Christmas is the most expensive gift you will 
ever receive. It is priceless. It’s the only gift you will ever receive that will 
last forever. And it is the most practical gift you will ever receive. You will 
use it every day for the rest of your life.   

Christmas will make you deeply mystical (you can have a personal 
relationship with God), happily material (matter is so important that Jesus 
became human), fiercely relational (when you know what Christmas is all 
about, you become much more interested in developing intimate, personal 
relationships with other people), makes us free to be emotional (complete 
joy). And that is the surprise of Christmas… Eternal life was revealed to us 
in JESUS!  

Delight in it and proclaim it. 

The Jesus that we proclaim is not some fairy tale, some nice Hallmark 
story that provides wonderful examples for us to live better lives by. He is 
the Word of life who has always existed and who entered into this world, 
heard, seen and touched by people who embraced Him as the way to 
enter into a relationship with the Father and who gives us a joy that can 
never be extinguished by this fallen world. 

Let’s proclaim this Jesus who is eternal life made manifest to the world 
through us. 

COMMUNION — a celebration of our continuing relationship with Jesus. In 
just a moment we’re going to stand and pray and then I invite you to 
make your way to one of the Communion tables up front where our 
Deacons will be standing. Take a cup and one of the small wafers and find 
a place at the altar, spend some time in prayer together thanking God for 
showing you eternal life in Jesus. Drop you empty cups in the trash cans 
that are by the tables and make your way back to our seat. After 
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Communion, we’ll join in singing some of the old Christmas Carols and 
we’ll light our candles as a way of testifying to the fact that Eternal life 
has been revealed to us in JESUS! 

Benevolence Offering at the Doors 
Drop candles in the large buckets on your way out! 

Let’s talk about the the meaning of Christmas… 

1.Why do you think John started with “that” instead of “who” (v.1)? 
2.What does the phrase “that which was from the beginning” tell you 

about Jesus (v.1)? 
3.What does the progression of the senses mentioned tell you about John’s 

relationship with Jesus (v.1)? 
4.What does it mean that Jesus is the “word of life” (v.1)? 
5.What are we supposed to do with the life that was made manifest (v.2)? 
6.What was the Father’s role in the eternal life that John proclaimed (v.

2)? 
7.Why is it essential that we proclaim the word of life that has been 

manifested (v.3)? 
8.What is the basis of the fellowship that we can experience with each 

other (v.3)? 
9.What is the difference between joy and happiness (v.4)? 
10.Who can we experience a joy that is complete (v.4)?
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