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…Acts 1:5 —  5 …you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”   

Acts 2:42–47 —  42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and the prayers.  43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and 
signs were being done through the apostles.  44 And all who believed were together and had all 
things in common.  45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all, as any had need.  46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking 
bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts,  47 praising God 
and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who 
were being saved. 
  

Devoted People & Shared Possessions bring PRAISE to God and PEOPLE to faith! 

 4 steps to take to live a life of devotion that shares our possessions.   

1. Devote yourself STRATEGICALLY. Luke 4:42 

  
42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers.   

First, they were devoted to the apostles’ teaching.   

1 Peter 2:2 —  2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up 
into salvation— 
  
Romans 12:2 —  2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 

John 8:31 —  31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you 
are truly my disciples, 

1 Timothy 4:6,11,13 —  6 If you put these things before the brothers, you will be a good servant 
of Christ Jesus, being trained in the words of the faith and of the good doctrine that you have 
followed. —  11 Command and teach these things. —  13 Until I come, devote yourself to the 
public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 

2 Timothy 4:1–2 —  1 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the 
living and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:  2 preach the word; be ready in season 
and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 



Second, they were devoted to the fellowship.   

Hebrews 10:24–25 —  24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,  
25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all 
the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

2. Ask God to work POWERFULLY. Luke 4:43 

Here’s the first result of the devotion of these disciples… 

43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the 
apostles. 

Third, if we are going to live a life that gives praise to God and brings people to faith, we’ll need 
to… 
  
3. Give SACRIFICIALLY & GENEROUSLY. Luke 4:44-46 

44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common.  45 And they were selling 
their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need.  46 And day 
by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food 
with glad and generous hearts, 

2 Corinthians 8:1–5 —  1 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been 
given among the churches of Macedonia,  2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of 
joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.  3 For they 
gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord,  4 
begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints—  5 and this, not as we 
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. 

4. Praise God & Participate in what God is doing DAILY. Luke 4:47 

47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by 
day those who were being saved. 

Christian: Devote yourself to the apostles’ teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread and prayer. Ask 
God to work powerfully through the leaders of our church. Give sacrificially and generously to 
those in need. Praise God and participate in what the Lord is doing to add to His redeemed people 
daily. 

Our Church: Let’s make sure that every person in our community has an opportunity to devote 
themselves to the truth of God’s Word, to being a part of mutually beneficial relationships, to see a 
faithful declaration of our faith in Jesus and has access to people who can intercede effectively on 
their behalf. Let’s make sure that our church is a people who give and receive generously and 



gladly for the praise of God and a powerful testimony to our community! 

Devoted People & Shared Possessions bring PRAISE to God and PEOPLE to faith! 

Let’s talk about devoted people and shared possessions… 

1. What happened that caused these first disciples to be devoted to the apostles’ teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers (v.42)? 

2. What kinds of things are people in the church today devoted to and if your list is different than 
the one Luke gives, why do you think that has happened (v.42)? 

3. What was the result of the devotion of these first disciples (v.43)? 
4. Why were the many wonders and signs limited to being done through the apostles (v.43)? 
5. What would it look like today for all who believed in a community to be together and have all 

things in common (v.44)? 
6. How is what Luke describes in v.44 different from a system like communism? 
7. What kind of an attitude must a people have to do what these disciples did (v.45)? 
8. How could we follow the model these first disciples established of meeting together at the 

temple and breaking bread in their homes (v.46)? 
9. Which is harder for you, to receive from others gladly or to give for others generously (v.46)? 
10. What was the result of the sacrificial and generous sharing of possessions by these disciples (v.

47)?


