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2 Corinthians 3:1–6 —  1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some 
do, letters of recommendation to you, or from you?  2 You yourselves are our letter of 
recommendation, written on our hearts, to be known and read by all.  3 And you show that you 
are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, 
not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.  4 Such is the confidence that we have 
through Christ toward God.  5 Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming 
from us, but our sufficiency is from God,  6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new 
covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

TRANSFORMED lives are the only RECOMMENDATION you need! 

1. Build a reputation for GODLINESS. 2 Corinthians 3:1 

1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some do, letters of 
recommendation to you, or from you?  

How do you do that? Contact (with Jesus)…Commitment (to Jesus)…Consistency (in following 
Jesus…Compassion (that comes from Jesus) Build a reputation for godliness. 

2. Work for life TRANSFORMATION. 2 Corinthians 3:2-3 

2 You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written on our hearts, to be known and read 
by all.  3 And you show that you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but 
with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 

1 Corinthians 2:4–5 —  4 and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom 
of men but in the power of God. 

1 Thessalonians 1:5 —  5 because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and 
in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you 
for your sake. 

1 Peter 1:23–25 —  23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, 
through the living and abiding word of God;  24 for “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the 
flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls,  25 but the word of the Lord remains 
forever.” And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 
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Exodus 20:3–17 —  3 “You shall have no other gods before me.  4 “You shall not make for yourself 
a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth…7 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your 
God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.  8 “Remember the 
Sabbath day, to keep it holy…12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long 
in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.  13 “You shall not murder.  14 “You shall not 
commit adultery.  15 “You shall not steal.  16 “You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbor.  17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 
or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your 
neighbor’s.” 

Ezekiel 36:26–27 —  26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And 
I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27 And I will put 
my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 

(1)Do we show a growing trust in God’s sovereignty over the circumstances of life?  
(2) Do we increasingly reflect the peace and praise that come from understanding the role of 

suffering in the lives of Christians? 
(3) Do we progressively demonstrate the kind of loving actions that flow from a willingness to give 

up our rights for the sake of others?  
(4) Do we give evidence of the transforming work of the Spirit in our willingness to stand for the 

truth as God’s people?  
(5)Do our lives model for others what it means to imitate Christ? 

Work for life transformation because TRANSFORMED lives are the only RECOMMENDATION you 
need! 

3. Be confident in GOD’S CALL. 2 Corinthians 3:4 

4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. 

1 Corinthians 9:16 —  16 For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For 
necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 

1 Corinthians 15:10 —  10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was 
not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace 
of God that is with me. 

He doesn’t look to his own abilities and strengths nor does he rest on the applause of others who 
might cheer his religious powers. Jesus is the content of his confidence.  

Do you know what God has called you to in this life? Do you know how to find that? S.H.A.P.E. 
(Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personality, Experiences) If God has called you to it, He will equip 
you for it. And finally, always… 

4. Depend on GOD’S POWER. 2 Corinthians 3:5-6 
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5 Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency 
is from God,  6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter 
but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

Exodus 4:10–12 —  10 But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the 
past or since you have spoken to your servant, but I am slow of speech and of tongue.”  11 Then 
the Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or 
blind? Is it not I, the Lord?  12 Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you 
what you shall speak.”  

Jesus brought Paul to conversion (Acts 9:4–6), called him to be an apostle to the Gentiles (Acts 
9:15), repeatedly encouraged him to proclaim His Word (Acts 18:9–10; 22:18, 21; 23:11), and 
constantly fulfilled his promises to him. That’s why Paul fully trusted Jesus—he knew that God is 
true. 

…Philippians 3:5–6 —  5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;  6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the 
church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

TRANSFORMED lives are the only RECOMMENDATION you need! 

Let’s talk about writings on our hearts… 

1. Why do we feel the need so often to commend ourselves to others (v.1)? 
2. What would have to happen in our lives before we didn’t need any kind of letter of 

recommendation for our character (v.1)? 
3. How can other people be our letter of recommendation (v.2)? 
4. What did Paul mean when he mentioned “tablets of stone” (v.3)? 
5. What advantage do followers of Jesus have today over the people of God who were led out of 

Egypt by Moses (v.3)? 
6. Where do we find the confidence we need for the roles that God gives us in this life (v.4)? 
7. What’s the difference between being self-sufficient and God-sufficient (v.5)? 
8. Who is the One who makes us sufficient to participate in God’s grand plan for His creation (v.6)? 
9. What do you need to do to be a minister of the new covenant (v.6)? 
10.How does the letter kill (v.6)?
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