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The Experience Misconception - it’s the thought that experience makes me 
wiser. 

The Know Better Misconception - it’s the thought that since I made a 
particular mistake in the past that now, I know better and because I know 
better I won’t ever make that same mistake next time.  

The Time Misconception - it’s the thought that time is wasting and I need 
to get busy.  

Abraham -  
Genesis 12:2 —  2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 

Genesis 15:4–6   
4 “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.”  
5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and 
number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, 
“So shall your offspring be.”  6 And he believed the Lord, and he counted 
it to him as righteousness. 

Genesis 21:1–7 
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1 The Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did to Sarah as he 
had promised.  2 And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old 
age at the time of which God had spoken to him.  3 Abraham called the 
name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac.  4 And 
Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God 
had commanded him.  5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son 
Isaac was born to him.  6 And Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; 
everyone who hears will laugh over me.”  7 And she said, “Who would 
have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne 
him a son in his old age.” 

Moses - 

Exodus 3:9–10 —  9 And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has 
come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians 
oppress them.  10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my 
people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”

Exodus 4:21–23 —  21 And the Lord said to Moses, “When you go back to 
Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all the miracles that I have put in 
your power. But I will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go.

Paul -

Acts 8:1–3 —  1 And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on 
that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they 
were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except 
the apostles…3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house 
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after house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to 
prison. 

Start over with a DIVINE SENSE OF DESTINY & an ABIDING HUMILITY!

Romans 8:28–30 —  28 And we know that for those who love God all 
things work together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose.  29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers.  30 And those whom he predestined he 
also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom 
he justified he also glorified. 

God is working through all things in your life—Love Him!
God intends to work for good through all things in your life—Respond to His 
call!
God will bring good out of all things in your life—Be conformed to the image 
of His Son!

When it comes to starting over… 

1. Evaluate your PAST. (Experience Misconception) 
2. Admit that you DON’T KNOW IT ALL. (Know Better Misconception) 
3. View time as your FRIEND. (Time Misconception) 

Let’s talk about picking up the pieces… 

1. Think about a past experience that you could have benefited from if you 
had taken the time to evaluate it? What could you have done 
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differently? 
2. Why is it that even when we know better, we still end up doing things 

that bring pain into our lives? 
3. Why do we often feel like time is our enemy? 
4. How did Abraham and Sarah blow it when it came to the promises of 

God (Genesis 16)? 
5. How have you tried to help God out when you thought that He couldn’t 

do what He had promised to do in your life? 
6. What might have happened in the life of Moses if he had believed that 

time was his enemy when he was keeping his father-in-laws flock out in 
the desert? 

7. Where do you think Moses got his divine sense of destiny from (Exodus 
3)? Where will you get your divine sense of destiny from? 

8. How do you think that Paul developed an abiding humility in his life? 
9. What would you need to do to be able to effectively evaluate your past? 
10.How can time be your friend when it comes to starting over?
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