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The darkness is DISPELLED by the light of a child who is BORN and a son who is GIVEN! 

Isaiah 9:1–7 —  1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has 
made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.   

1. Engage in God’s MISSION to the nations. Isaiah 9:1 

Matthew 4:12–17 —  12 Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into 
Galilee.  13 And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 
Zebulun and Naphtali,  14 so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:  15 
“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 
the Gentiles—  16 the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling 
in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.”  17 From that time Jesus began 
to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

…2 Corinthians 5:18–20 —  18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;  19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to 
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation.  20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. 
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

…Matthew 28:18–20 —  18“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19 Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

He dispells the darkness by the light of a child who is BORN and a son who is GIVEN! Engage in 
God’s mission to the nations!

2. Exult in God’s PRESENCE for the dawning of a great light. Isaiah 9:2-5 

Sin has brought darkness into our lives. Here’s how Isaiah describe it as the close of chapter 8…
Isaiah 8:22 —  22 And they will look to the earth, but behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of 
anguish. And they will be thrust into thick darkness. 

Ephesians 5:8–11 —  8 for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk 
as children of light  9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true),  10 and 
try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.  11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but instead expose them.  
Colossians 1:13 —  13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, 



John 8:12 —  12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” And the result would be the ability to 
rejoice, to exult in God’s presence. 
  
“Midst darkest shades, if he appear, 
Our dawning has begun;  
He is our soul’s bright morning star, 
And he our rising sun.” 

3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy 
at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil.   

4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have 
broken as on the day of Midian.   

Ephesians 2:1–7 —  1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins  2 in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is 
now at work in the sons of disobedience…4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 
with which he loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been saved—  6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus,  7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable 
riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will 
be burned as fuel for the fire.   

Revelation 21:3–4 —  3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling 
place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them as their God.  4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall 
be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things 
have passed away.” 
  

3. Endorse God’s SON who brings eternal peace. Isaiah 9:6-7 

6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and 
his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

…Isaiah 7:14 —  14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

Philippians 2:7–8 —  7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men.  8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 
the point of death, even death on a cross.  
  



He is the son given—Luke 1:30–33 —  30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God.  31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall call his name Jesus.  32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,  33 and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

As the Wonderful Counselor He is qualified to rule. 
As Mighty God He has the power to rule and is the One who has overcome our ultimate enemy, 
death.  
As Everlasting Father He is connected to His people. 
As Prince of Peace He establishes a society marked by peace as He alone can make us whole. 

7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and 
over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 
time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Let’s talk about the the dawning of a great light… 

1. What was it that had brought the land of Zebulun and Naphtali into contempt in the former 
times (v.1)? 

2. What brings gloom, anguish and contempt into our lives today? 
3. What was so significant about Isaiah’s reference to Galilee of the nations (v.1)? 
4. What was the light that shone on the people who walked in deep darkness (v.2)? 
5. How would God multiply the nation and fulfill His promise to Abraham (v.3)? 
6. How does the reference to hte day of Midian speak of the grace of God (v.4)? 
7. What is the hope described in the burning of boots and garments for battle (v.5)? 
8. What do the phrases “child is born” and “son is given” tell us about the person of Jesus (v.6)? 
9. What do the names “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” tell 

you about who Jesus is (v.6)? 
10.Who will bring about the eternal peace this world so longs for today (v.7)?


