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Would you consider marrying someone you knew had been promiscuous in their 
past?…But what if you knew going into the marriage they were going to be unfaithful 
to you after you got married? Now that’s another story, isn’t it.  

Determined COMMITMENT - Surprising LOVE - Noble CHARACTER!  

If a good marriage seems like a DREAM, know that nothing is IMPOSSIBLE for the 
LORD! Because a bad marriage really can be transformed.  

That brings us to the ugly of marriage…and there’s nothing more ugly in marriage 
than unfaithfulness. Whether you’ve been hurt by unfaithfulness or you’ve been the 
unfaithful spouse, or even if you’ve never been unfaithful, there really is something 
for you in the messed up story of Hosea and Gomer. 

What sets Hosea apart from other prophets that God spoke through to His people was 
the way God chose to communicate through Hosea. God used Hosea’s marriage to 
help His people understand what was happening to them and what He would 
ultimately do for them. 

Hosea 1:2–3; 3:1 —  2 When the Lord first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to 
Hosea, “Go, take to yourself a wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for 
the land commits great whoredom by forsaking the Lord.”  
3 So he went and took Gomer, the daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore 
him a son. —  1 “Go again, love a woman who is loved by another man and is an 
adulteress, even as the Lord loves the children of Israel, though they turn to other gods 
and love cakes of raisins.”

Love the UNLOVELY - Lean in to DISCIPLINE - Let God be RIGHT! 

Dealing with the Ugly of Marriage… 

1. It’s about more than your MARRIAGE. 

When the LORD told Hosea to go marry a women who had been promiscuous, He was 
illustrating what His people had done to Him. 

2. Having children isn’t the ANSWER. 
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Hosea 1:4 —  4 And the Lord said to him, “Call his name Jezreel, for in just a little 
while I will punish the house of Jehu for the blood of Jezreel, and I will put an end 
to the kingdom of the house of Israel. Naming this child Jezreel was designed to call 
to mind an event that had taken place in Jezreel when Jehu slaughtered a host of 
people in his enthusiasm to stamp out unfaithfulness to the LORD.  

Gomer conceives again and this time, they have a daughter and the LORD tells Hosea 
to name her “No Mercy.” Some translations have the formal name Lo-ruhama. She 
would be a reminder that God was going to bring harsh discipline into the lives of His 
people because of their unfaithfulness. A couple of years later, Gomer has a third 
child, another son and the LORD tells Hosea to name him “Not My People” or Lo-
ammi because of the way the people had rejected God, He was going to reject them.  

3. Don’t be FAIR. 

Playing fair when the ugliness of unfaithfulness enters your marriage is a sure fire 
way to end that covenant relationship. 

4. Saving your marriage will require SACRIFICE. 

It cost Hosea greatly to win his wife back…Hosea 3:2–3 —  2 So I bought her for 
fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a lethech of barley.  3 And I said to her, 
“You must dwell as mine for many days. You shall not play the whore, or belong to 
another man; so will I also be to you.” 

What if you’ve already been unfaithful in your marriage? 

1. Acknowledge the sin.  Psalm 51:1-4.     
2. End the relationship immediately. 
3. Do whatever it takes to avoid all contact with that person from now on.   

Ensuring you never cross that line… 

1.  Make a commitment to God's standard of morality.     
2.  Maintain your marriage.   
3.  Manage your mind.    
4.  Monitor your media intake.    
5.  Minimize the opportunity to be tempted.    
6.  Maintain the proper relationships with the opposite sex.    
7.  Magnify the consequences.  Minimize the benefits.   
  
Hosea 2:23 —  And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People, 
‘You are my people’; and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’ ” 
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Can you say that today. Is He your God? He made the ultimate sacrifice by giving 
Himself in our place when Jesus died on the cross. And He did that so that He could 
have mercy on you; so He could enter into a relationship with you. I hope if you 
haven’t already that you’ll turn in simple faith to Jesus today! 

Let’s talk about dealing with the Ugly of Marriage… 
1. What did the LORD ask Hosea to do that was so out of the ordinary (1:2)? 
2. Why did the LORD ask Hosea to do this (1:2)? 
3. What were the names of the 3 children born to Gomer and why did the LORD 

instruct Hosea to name them like He did (1:3-9)? 
4. What did Gomer eventually do that must have broken Hosea’s heart (3:1)? 
5. What could Hosea have done in light of this and what did he do (3:1)? 
6. What do you believe it costs to save a marriage that has experienced 

unfaithfulness? 
7. What was the LORD trying to say to us through the marriage of Hosea and Gomer? 
8. What do you need to do to make sure that you don’t ever cross the line of 

unfaithfulness in your marriage? 
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