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Be AWARE of your past so you can DIRECT your present and ENJOY your 
future! 

1.Know your PAST—Connect it to your PRESENT. Jeremiah 44:1-14 

Jeremiah 44 —  2 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: You 
have seen all the disaster that I brought upon Jerusalem and upon all the 
cities of Judah. Behold, this day they are a desolation, and no one dwells 
in them,   

3 because of the evil that they committed, provoking me to anger, in that 
they went to make offerings and serve other gods that they knew not, 
neither they, nor you, nor your fathers.   

4 Yet I persistently sent to you all my servants the prophets, saying, ‘Oh, 
do not do this abomination that I hate!’  5 But they did not listen or 
incline their ear, to turn from their evil and make no offerings to other 
gods.  6 Therefore my wrath and my anger were poured out and kindled 
in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, and they became a 
waste and a desolation, as at this day.   

8 Why do you provoke me to anger with the works of your hands, making 
offerings to other gods in the land of Egypt where you have come to live, 
so that you may be cut off and become a curse and a taunt among all the 
nations of the earth?  9 Have you forgotten the evil of your fathers, the 
evil of the kings of Judah, the evil of their wives, your own evil, and the 



evil of your wives, which they committed in the land of Judah and in the 
streets of Jerusalem?   

13 I will punish those who dwell in the land of Egypt, as I have punished 
Jerusalem, with the sword, with famine, and with pestilence,  14 so that 
none of the remnant of Judah who have come to live in the land of Egypt 
shall escape or survive or return to the land of Judah, to which they 
desire to return to dwell there. For they shall not return, except some 
fugitives.”   

Be AWARE of your past so you can DIRECT your present and ENJOY your 
future! 

2.See your past ACCURATELY—Secure your future SCRIPTURALLY. 
Jeremiah 44:15-30 

16 “As for the word that you have spoken to us in the name of the Lord, 
we will not listen to you.  17 But we will do everything that we have 
vowed, make offerings to the queen of heaven and pour out drink 
offerings to her, as we did, both we and our fathers, our kings and our 
officials, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem.  

For then we had plenty of food, and prospered, and saw no disaster.  18 
But since we left off making offerings to the queen of heaven and pouring 
out drink offerings to her, we have lacked everything and have been 
consumed by the sword and by famine.”   

Job 1:9 —  9 Then Satan answered the Lord and said, “Does Job fear God 
for no reason? 
Behold, I have sworn by my great name, says the Lord, that my name 
shall no more be invoked by the mouth of any man of Judah in all the 
land of Egypt, saying, ‘As the Lord God lives.’  27 Behold, I am watching 
over them for disaster and not for good. All the men of Judah who are in 



the land of Egypt shall be consumed by the sword and by famine, until 
there is an end of them.  28 And those who escape the sword shall return 
from the land of Egypt to the land of Judah, few in number; and all the 
remnant of Judah, who came to the land of Egypt to live, shall know 
whose word will stand, mine or theirs.  

Luke 4:8 —  8 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, “ ‘You shall worship 
the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.’ ”

John 1:12 —  12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God,

Be AWARE of your past so you can DIRECT your present and ENJOY your 
future! 

Let’s talk about the cookie monster… 

1.What had this remnant of Judah experienced that should have impacted 
their lives to turn to God (v.2)? 

2.Why had the people of Judah had such a rough time back in their land 
(v.3)? 

3.When God’s people experience discipline, why is it that we really can’t 
make the excuse that we didn’t know any better (v.4)? 

4.Why is it that even after we experience the discipline of God in our lives 
we continue to do the same thing that brought that discipline to us in 
the first place (v.7-8)? 

5.Why is it so important that we know what has happened in the past (v.
9)? 

6.What does the lack of remorse and reverence tell us about our 
relationship to God (v.10)? 

7.What was going to happen to the people of Judah who came down to 
Egypt in disobedience to God (v.12-13)? 

8.What could these people have done even at this late stage in their lives 
(v.14)? 

9.What was the reason the people gave for why their lives were so much 
better in days past (v.15-18)? 



10.What will God do when we are determined to continue in our evil ways 
(v.24-27)?


