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Proverbs 16:1 —  1 The plans of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the tongue is from 
the Lord. We can make all kinds of plans, elaborate and detailed, but God really does have the last 
word on what happens in life. 
Proverbs 16:3 —  3 Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established. If God is 
acknowledged in your planning, it really does work better even in a broken world.
Proverbs 16:9 —  9 The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps. We can plan 
out how we want to live our lives but God is the only One who can give us the strength we need to 
live a good life.

FAITHFUL - not FICKLE 

2 Corinthians 1:15–24 —  15 Because I was sure of this, I wanted to come to you first, so that you 
might have a second experience of grace.  16 I wanted to visit you on my way to Macedonia, and 
to come back to you from Macedonia and have you send me on my way to Judea.   

17 Was I vacillating when I wanted to do this? Do I make my plans according to the flesh, ready to 
say “Yes, yes” and “No, no” at the same time?   

18 As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No.  I’m not talking about of 
both sides of my mouth, saying one thing but meaning and doing another. I meant what I said. I 
intended to do what I had planned. We’ll look at vv.19-22 in a little bit. Then he ended his 
response…23 But I call God to witness against me—it was to spare you that I refrained from 
coming again to Corinth. He was brutally honest with them. You may not feel like you always have 
to explain why your plans changed, but when you do, at least be honest.  

Paul’s goal was to be FAITHFUL - not FICKLE. If that’s your goal too, here’s a couple of things you 
can do to get there when it comes to making plans… 

1. Don’t base it on your FEELINGS. 2 Corinthians 1:15 

2 Corinthians 1:15 —  15 Because I was sure of this, I wanted to come to you first, so that you 
might have a second experience of grace. 

2 Corinthians 1:12 —  12 For our boast is this, the testimony of our conscience, that we behaved 
in the world with simplicity and godly sincerity, not by earthly wisdom but by the grace of God, 
and supremely so toward you. 

2. Base it on your CALLING. 2 Corinthians 1:16 
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2 Corinthians 1:16 —  16 I wanted to visit you on my way to Macedonia, and to come back to you 
from Macedonia and have you send me on my way to Judea. 

Romans 15:20 —  20 and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has 
already been named, lest I build on someone else’s foundation, 

3. Don’t base it on the PERCEPTION OF OTHERS. 2 Corinthians 1:17 

2 Corinthians 1:17 —  17 Was I vacillating when I wanted to do this? Do I make my plans according 
to the flesh, ready to say “Yes, yes” and “No, no” at the same time? 

4. Base it on the ONE WHO IS ALWAYS FAITHFUL. 2 Corinthians 1:18-24 

2 Corinthians 1:18–24 —  18 As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No.  
19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, 
was not Yes and No, but in him it is always Yes.  20 For all the promises of God find their Yes in 
him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his glory.  21 And it is God 
who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us,  22 and who has also put his seal on us 
and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.   

23 But I call God to witness against me—it was to spare you that I refrained from coming again to 
Corinth.  24 Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, for you stand 
firm in your faith. 

Let’s talk about changing plans… 

1. What was Paul sure of when it came to his plans (2 Corinthians 1:15)? What can you be sure of 
when it comes to making plans? 

2. What did Paul hope to accomplish through his plan to visit his friends in Corinth (2 Corinthians 
1:15-16)? 

3. What was Paul being accused of (2 Corinthians 1:17)? What would cause people to accuse you of 
the same thing? 

4. Why do you think it would be important to connect his faithfulness fo the faithfulness of God (2 
Corinthians 1:18)? 

5. Why do so many people today think that the message about Jesus isn’t something that they can 
consider as being of value to them (2 Corinthians 1:19)? 

6. How did Jesus confirm that all the promises that God had made in the Old Testament were true 
(2 Corinthians 1:20)? 

7. How can you know personally that the promises of God are reliable (2 Corinthians 1:21-22)? 
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8. When is an appropriate time to change our plans (2 Corinthians 1:23)? 
9. What do you believe is your calling in life and what are you planning to do now to fulfill that 

calling? 
10.What plans do you need to change for the joy of others (2 Corinthians 1:24)?
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