
It’s Time for a Test 
2 Corinthians 13:5-10 

Do you ever feel like you are having the same conversations with the same people over and over 
again, that you are dealing with the same old problems that you’ve tried to deal with in the past, 
that you are stuck in some relationship? 

Making a POINT is not nearly as important as making a DIFFERENCE 

This was the approach that the Apostle Paul took when it came to restoring his broken relationship 
with the church in Corinth that God had used him to found. 

2 Corinthians 13:5–10 —  5 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test 
yourselves. Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed 
you fail to meet the test!  6 I hope you will find out that we have not failed the test.  7 But we 
pray to God that you may not do wrong—not that we may appear to have met the test, but that 
you may do what is right, though we may seem to have failed.  8 For we cannot do anything 
against the truth, but only for the truth.  9 For we are glad when we are weak and you are strong. 
Your restoration is what we pray for.  10 For this reason I write these things while I am away from 
you, that when I come I may not have to be severe in my use of the authority that the Lord has 
given me for building up and not for tearing down. 

So what steps can we take to develop relationships that don’t feel stuck? 

1. Examine WHERE YOU ARE. (v.5-6) 

If I ask the question, “What does it mean to me to be in the faith?” I answer: 
I belong to Jesus Christ in this life and in the life to come; 
I dedicate all that I am to him as his faithful servant; 
I present my heart to him promptly and sincerely; 
I oppose sin and the works of the evil one; 
I long to be eternally with Jesus.   

It’s not helpful to assume when you’ve hit a road bump in some relationship that the other person 
bears all the fault.  

What’s the real test when it comes to examining the expression of our faith in Jesus? Relationships 
are the test! 

2. Explain WHERE YOU WANT TO BE. (v.7-9) 
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What do I want to see happen in this relationship? What do I want to see happen in this person’s 
life? What am I willing to do to make that happen?  

Pray until you Pray! 

Romans 8:26–30 —  26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to 
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.  
27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 
for the saints according to the will of God.  28 And we know that for those who love God all things 
work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.  29 For those whom he 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be 
the firstborn among many brothers.  30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those 
whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

3. Emphasize the PROCESS, POSSIBILITIES & THE POSITIVE. (v.10) 

The process—For this reason I write these things while I am away from you…here’s what we can do 
and here’s why we’re doing this is what Paul is getting at. 

The possibilities—I may have to be severe in my use of the authority that the Lord has given me…it 
wasn’t his first choice, it wasn’t his preference, but it was a possibility. 

The positive—Authority is given for building others up! You and I have been given wonderful 
opportunities to be a part of other people’s lives. God wants us to use those opportunities to make 
others better, not worse. And that will require that we understand that… 

Ask yourself where you are currently in your faith? Who is Jesus to you and what difference could 
He make if you believed in Him? 

Be real because people would rather follow someone who is real than someone who is always right. 

Jesus lives in me is the hope for building relationships that are beneficial to others and honoring to 
God. 

Let’s be a community where we ask the hard, important questions, where we act for the benefit of 
others regardless of how it makes us look and where we anticipate better days all for the glory of 
God. 

Let’s talk about taking the test… 

1. What kinds of things do we need to look for in our lives that confirms that Jesus really does live 
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within us (v.5)? 
2. Why is it so much easier to examine someone else’s life than it is our own (v.5)? 
3. What can we do to help others see that we have passed the test for the Jesus lives in me kind of 

life (v.6)? 
4. What can happen to our relationships when our focus is on always being right (v.7)? 
5. What kinds of things do we do that are “against the truth” (v.8)? 
6. What would it look like to evaluate all that we do in light of the truth (v.8)? 
7. What does it say about us when we only celebrate our own successes and not the successes of 

others (v.9)? 
8. How could we develop a prayer life that is focused on restoration (v.9)? 
9. How are we using the authority/opportunity that God has given us to build others up instead of 

tearing them down (v.10)?
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