
The Anticipation of Joy - Jerusalem 
Luke 2:22-35 

This morning, I want us to focus on an event that happened early in the life of Jesus in the big city 
of Jerusalem. It helps answer the question about what people were looking for, what they were 
anticipating that brought so much joy to their lives. And in the process, I believe it can help us 
experience the joy that God created us for this Christmas season. 

Joy isn’t found in what you hold in your HANDS but in the knowledge that God holds you in His 
HAND. 

1. Expressed in OBSERVANT LIVING. (v.22-24) 

Luke 2:22–35 —  22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  23 (as it is written in the Law of the 
Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”)  24 and to offer a 
sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young 
pigeons.” 

Here’s what I think this is pointing to…if we want to experience real joy in our lives, one of the 
best ways for us to do that is to live our lives the way God designed for them to be lived; to live 
our live according to what God has shown us and said to us in His Word about how best to live in His 
world. 

2. Worth the WAIT. (v.25-27) 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  26 And it had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Christ.  27 And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law,   

Our ability to endure difficult days now really is bolstered when we know that God is holding us in 
His hand for His glory and never ending days of joy are in our future…1 Corinthians 2:9 —  9 But, 
as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God 
has prepared for those who love him”— 

3. Offers a PEACEFUL DEPARTURE. (v.28-32) 

28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,  29 “Lord, now you are letting your 
servant depart in peace, according to your word;  30 for my eyes have seen your salvation  31 that 
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you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and 
for glory to your people Israel.”   

The reason Simeon could embrace the end of his life was because he found his joy in knowing that 
God was holding him in His sovereign hand. He can depart this life because he’s convinced that 
God’s plan to address our greatest need is coming to pass. Jesus, who is God with us, who became 
like us so that He could take our place and suffer the judgment of God for us had come into the 
world. All that he had been anticipating was becoming a reality as he held baby Jesus in his arms.  

4. Mixed with HEARTACHE. (v.33-35) 

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him.  34 And Simeon blessed 
them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many 
in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed  35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), 
so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

The ultimate question of life and death is all about Jesus. What do you believe about Jesus? What 
did you do with Jesus? And Simeon knows that will divide all of humanity into two groups—those 
who fall in unbelief and those who rise in simple faith in Jesus. He’ll be rejected by His own 
people, and that’s going to rip the heart of Mary in two. If you want to know where you stand with 
God today, you need only look at what you believe about His Son, Jesus.   

Let’s be a people who live every day with the joyful realization that Jesus is the salvation of God 
that was promised. And let’s live every day in joyful anticipation of what God’s salvation in Jesus is 
doing in us and what God has in store for us. Joy anticipated is realized in the person of Jesus, who 
is God’s salvation. 

Let’s talk about the anticipation of joy… 

1. How old would Jesus have been when Joseph and Mary took him to the Temple and they were 
met by Simeon (cf. Leviticus 12:2-4, 6))? 

2. What did it mean that “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the 
Lord” (cf. Exodus 13:2, 12, 34:19; Numbers 18:15-16)? 

3. What does the offering that Joseph and Mary made tell us about them (cf. Leviticus 12:8)? 
4. What kind of man was Simeon (v.25)? 
5. What was the “consolation of Israel” (cf. Isaiah 40:1, 57:18)? 
6. What did it mean that the Holy Spirit was upon him (v.25)? 
7. What had God revealed to Simeon (v.26)? 
8. Why did Simeon believe that he could depart in peace now (v.29-30)? 
9. What was Simeon’s understanding of who Jesus is (v.30-32)? 
10.What would happen that would be like a sword piercing the soul of Mary (v.35)?
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