
The Destination of Peace - Heaven 
Hebrews 11:13-16 

Are you planning for a peaceful Christmas this year? How peaceful will your Christmas be? 

The prophets announced before His birth - Isaiah 9:6 —  6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
   
The angels declared at His birth - Luke 2:14 —  14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

The apostles proclaimed after His death and resurrection - Romans 5:1 —  1 Therefore, since we 
have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Ephesians 
2:14 —  14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his 
flesh the dividing wall of hostility 

I don’t have to experience NOW all that God has promised for me in HEAVEN. 

How are we supposed to handle the apparent delays in God fulfilling the promises that He has 
made to us? Why can’t we experience complete peace in this world now? How do we respond to 
this desire to turn back from following Jesus because all God’s promises haven’t been fulfilled in 
our lives yet?  

The first thing we do is come to embrace the truth that… 

1. God is FAITHFUL. (v.13) 

13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and 
greeted them from afar, 

We are so quick to bail on our faith when our needs, wants, expectations and demands are met 
immediately in this life. We can be so impatient. We want instant, not distant answers.   

Second thing we do is accept the truth that… 

2. Life now is TEMPORAL. (V.13) 

13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and 
greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the 
earth. 
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They understood that they were just sojourners and foreigners in the land of promise.  

Genesis 23:4 — 4 “I am a sojourner and foreigner among you; give me property among you for a 
burying place, that I may bury my dead out of my sight.”  

Genesis 47:9 — 9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my sojourning are 130 
years. Few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they have not attained to the 
days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their sojourning.”  

Vance Havner---We are not at home in this world because we are made for a better one. 

3. Going back is UNTHINKABLE. (v.14-15) 

14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.  15 If they had 
been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to 
return. 

C.S. Lewis once said: 
“If you read history you will find that the Christians who did most for the present world were just 
those who thought most of the next [world]. The Apostles themselves, who set afoot the conversion 
of the Roman Empire, the great men who built up the Middle Ages, the English Evangelicals who 
abolished the slave trade, all left their mark on Earth, precisely because their minds were occupied 
with Heaven. It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world that they have 
become so ineffective in this [world].” 

Finally, the reason you can be okey with not experiencing now the complete peace that Jesus has 
secured is because… 

4. Heaven is DESIRABLE. (v.16) 

16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed 
to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 

The great battle for faith is not at the level of behavior, it’s at the level of desire. What do you 
desire? Where is your heart today?   

Colossians 3:1–4 — 1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When 
Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  
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Let’s be the kind of people who endure faithfully because we know that God is faithful and the kind 
of people who live with the expectation that Heaven is going to be really fun.  

Let’s talk about the destination of peace… 

1. What kinds of things did God promise to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Sarah (v.13)? 
2. What kinds of things has God promised to you? 
3. How does it make you feel when you don’t think that God is being faithful to fulfill all the 

promises that He has made to you? 
4. What does it mean for us today to acknowledge that we are strangers and exiles on the earth 

(v.13)? 
5. Why is it so important to declare that our lives now are transient (v.14)? What difference would 

that make in how we live? 
6. What is it about our past that tempts us to want to return to that way of life (v.15)? 
7. What kind of person is God not ashamed to be called their God (v.16)?
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