
The Good Hand of God on You 
Ezra 8 

There are two basic approaches to how we can live our lives, especially when we acknowledge that 
there is a God who has a plan for this world that He has created. One is a very human centered 
approach that says “If it’s to be, it’s up to me.” Then there’s the approach that basically says 
“Since God’s going to make it be, nothing then there is for me.”  

If God really is sovereign over everything and if He is going to accomplish everything that He has 
determined and declared, then why do we need to do anything? 

Not NO activity, but FOCUSED activity. 

Just because God is over everything and at work in everything doesn’t mean that we don’t have to 
do anything. 

1. It takes a COMMUNITY. Ezra 8:1-14 

Ezra 8 —  1 These are the heads of their fathers’ houses, and this is the genealogy of those who 
went up with me from Babylonia, in the reign of Artaxerxes the king:   

You’ve got descendants of the 12 tribes of Israel in vv.3-14. God is reforming His people after the 
discipline that He inflicted on them because of their sinful independence.  

Experiencing and enjoying the good hand of God on our lives doesn’t mean NO activity, but 
FOCUSED activity. And that’s going to lead us to enter into community with others and make sure 
that we leave a legacy that is worth following. 

2. You’ve got to ASK. Ezra 8:15-20 

Preparation time is not lost time and as eager as Ezra was to get to Jerusalem, he knew that it was 
important to make sure they had a good plan…15 I gathered them to the river that runs to Ahava, 
and there we camped three days. As I reviewed the people and the priests, I found there none of 
the sons of Levi. 

What did Ezra do when he realized that he didn’t have any Levites in the group? He got busy asking 
for the people that he knew he needed for the task ahead to come be a part of what God was doing 
in their midst. 

18 And by the good hand of our God on us, they brought us a man of discretion, of the sons of 
Mahli the son of Levi, son of Israel, namely Sherebiah with his sons and kinsmen, 18;  19 also 
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Hashabiah, and with him Jeshaiah of the sons of Merari, with his kinsmen and their sons, 20;  20 
besides 220 of the temple servants, whom David and his officials had set apart to attend the 
Levites. These were all mentioned by name.   

3. Make sure you are SERIOUSLY SEEKING GOD. Ezra 8:21-23 

21 Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might humble ourselves before our 
God, to seek from him a safe journey for ourselves, our children, and all our goods.  22 For I was 
ashamed to ask the king for a band of soldiers and horsemen to protect us against the enemy on 
our way, since we had told the king, “The hand of our God is for good on all who seek him, and the 
power of his wrath is against all who forsake him.”  23 So we fasted and implored our God for 
this, and he listened to our entreaty.   

When it comes to experiencing and enjoying the good hand of God on our lives, one of the best 
activities we can engage in is to seriously seek God through fasting and prayer.  

4. Be clear about RESPONSIBILITY. Ezra 8:24-30 

28 And I said to them, “You are holy to the Lord, and the vessels are holy, and the silver and the 
gold are a freewill offering to the Lord, the God of your fathers.  29 Guard them and keep them 
until you weigh them before the chief priests and the Levites and the heads of fathers’ houses in 
Israel at Jerusalem, within the chambers of the house of the Lord.”  

This was Ezra’s way of saying a couple of very important things we should recognize today…
everybody has a job to do; every job may be different; every job is important!  

5. Follow through with the PLAN. Ezra 8:31-36 

Here’s where many great ideas go up in flames. We don’t have a problem coming up with good 
ideas about things we should be doing to make a difference in our community or in this world. Our 
problem is following through with the plan for accomplishing those worthy goals.  

31 Then we departed from the river Ahava on the twelfth day of the first month, to go to 
Jerusalem. The hand of our God was on us, and he delivered us from the hand of the enemy and 
from ambushes by the way.  32 We came to Jerusalem, and there we remained three days. 

Let’s be a people who leave a legacy worth following, who actively recruit others to be a part of 
what God is doing, who seriously seek God in faith, who clearly explain what everyone can do and 
who rest and rejoice in the good hand of God! 

Let’s talk about the good hand of God on us… 
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1. What kind of legacy are you leaving for others to follow? How can we make sure that we are 
leaving a legacy that is God-honoring and worth following (v.1-14)? 

2. How do you feel about planning when it comes to serving God (v.15)? 
3. Why do you think there weren’t any Levites in the group of people returning to Jerusalem with 

Ezra (v.15)? 
4. What can we do when we realize we don’t have the people we need to accomplish the work God 

has called us to (v.16-17)? 
5. What does “fasting” mean to you (v.21)? What kind of fasting have you engaged in personally? 
6. What was the purpose of the fast that Ezra called for (v.21)? 
7. What was Ezra really concerned about with this fast (v.22)? 
8. When did Ezra know that God had heard their request (v.23)? 
9. What did it mean when Ezra told the priests that they and the vessels and the freewill offering 

were holy (v.28)? 
10.What’s the connection between resting and worshipping?
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