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Unless the Lord…
This morning sits in the middle of a very busy time of the year both 
inside and out of our church. The school year is coming to a close, 
students are graduating, there are many ceremonies and events to 
attend, and summer plans are being made. Many of you sit here today 
with a plateful this afternoon and your daily grind has not even 
started yet. Today, I hope to help us take a breath and to step back 
and think about what we are doing in our daily lives as it connects to 
the Gospel.

Redemption in Christ radically changes the life of the Christian. To go 
from condemnation in sin to life in Christ must have some type of 
impact on our daily lives. I mean is it not Jesus who tells us to go and 
make disciples of all the nations? That certainly seems like the 
Gospel must have some type of daily place in our lives. 

That’s why I want us to look together at Psalm 127. This is a piece of 
wisdom literature that God gives us through Solomon. It a psalm that 
focuses on the family particularly daily life of God’s people. Now I 
know what some of you are thinking. I  don’t have kids in the house, 
or I’ve already raised my kids. This sermon isn’t for me. Please don’t 
check out. There is a role all of us to play in God’s glory through the 
family. You may even see in your Bible that it says this is a “Psalm of 
Ascents.” This would be a song for families to sing on their yearly 
pilgrimages to Jerusalem but it would be a song for all pilgrims not 
just families. 

It is through this Psalm that I believe we can gain a real sense of how 
as a church we can continue the legacy of God’s great Gospel and His 
love for us in Jesus Christ. 

Psalm 127 is going to teach us that …Through the work of the Lord, 
children grow and children go. 
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So let’s go ahead and dig into the scriptures. Let’s pray first…

Ok so we will look at the first two verses of Psalm 127

1  Unless the Lord builds the house,
those who build it labor in vain.
Unless the Lord watches over the city,
the watchman stays awake in vain.
2  It is in vain that you rise up early
and go late to rest,
eating the bread of anxious toil;
for he gives to his beloved asleep.

It was important that the children of Israel learn from their parents the 
covenant relationship they had as a people with God. The children 
would be the ones to continue the glory of God through the nations. 

The psalm begins to talk about daily life. You may see a pattern here. 
The psalm uses phrases like “unless the Lord”… it’s in vain. So the 
theme becomes God’s involvement in our endeavors makes what we 
do count. What we attempt on our own, is in vain.

You see in first verse the building of a house and watching over a city. 
The psalm tells us unless God builds, what you build doesn’t matter. 
And Unless God watches over what you watch over, it doesn’t matter. 

There’s no middle ground here. It’s all or nothing. It’s tough to hear 
but it’s a call to make what you do count! 

The imagery of building a house in this context seems to be 
connected to raising a family. God is calling for the family to be built 
with Him. Let it be raised on what He loves and cares for. Let it be 
raised to hate sin like He hates it. The psalm calls for the family to be 
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lead by God as the watchman. Let the watchman of the house rest in 
the great watchman of God. Lean on God as you lead your home.

The psalm goes further to talk about daily life. The imagery of one 
working in anxious toil. It’s a busy individual that works without God. 
The labor still provides bread but its from anxious toil. It’s working to 
work for more. To stay busy to reach that next mark. The place of 
worship becomes that next thing not God. 

The psalm wants us to rest. Now it’s not saying we should not work. 
And the family should be active and working in daily life. But it tells 
us to rest. To do our part and trust God with the results. Resting in 
that we have our true treasure already, Jesus Christ. So we do not 
work alone but we work with God. Doing the part He has called us to 
and relying on His hand. 

So what does this tell us? It shows us that God grows children 
through families and churches that love the Gospel. Don’t try it alone. 

So to the children today. I want you to understand your role to 
parents. 

- God has placed family in your life to teach you the love of God. 
- pray for them - they have a lot on their plate. Pray that God leads 

them to lead you. 
- subject to them - be obedient to their leadership as it brings glory 

to God. Even in the consequences. They are leading as God has 
often lead through consequences. 

- learn from them - as they practice forgiveness and love for one 
another and toward others because of Christ. See that love and 
practice the same. 

- forgive them - they are just like you, like all of us, they will sin, do 
not hold it against them as Jesus has not held it against you. 
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- lean on your eternal family. God has given you a church family to 

learn Gospel truths from. They are a great resource that God has 
given you. Don’t waste it. 

To the parents today. I pray you will grow in your role towards your 
children. 

- Know that God has placed this gift of children in your care. Be a 
good steward of this gift. 
- pray for your children. They face a tough world. Pray they bring 

God glory. 
- grow in your knowledge of God’s Word. You are to pass it on. 
- set the example. What you know about God, you must practice. It 

becomes meaningful. 
- lead them - their actions have consequences. Sometimes the most 

loving thing God has done for His obstinate people is to let them 
face the consequences of their actions. 

- forgive your children. they are like you, do not hold sin against 
them as Jesus has not held it against you. 

- lean on the church. You have an eternal family at your disposal for 
help. Lean on your church family for help in raising your family. 

To the church, I pray you will be champions for the family. 

- pray for these families. There are hurting families all around us that 
need the touch of Christ to heal. Pray for gospel-centered families 

- support these families. We live in a broken world with broken 
families. There are many single parents leading a family on their 
own. It’s tough. Come alongside and help where you can. 

- teach these families. Many of you have a lifetime of experience in 
relationship with God. Many young parents need discipleship. Be 
ready and willing to pass on a gospel-centered lifestyle to new 
families. 
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Prayer

Now let’s keep going toward the end of this Psalm. Verses 3-5 

3  Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord,
the fruit of the womb a reward.
4  Like arrows in the hand of a warrior
are the children of one’s youth.
5  Blessed is the man
who fills his quiver with them!
He shall not be put to shame
when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.

What this psalm is going to show us is that God sends children out 
for Himself and for the sake of others. Remember your purpose. 

The psalm tells us that these children are a heritage from the Lord. 
That they are a reward. This was a great treasure to parents, 
particularly sons as the family name would go forward. This would 
also mean that God’s name would go forward through the ages as 
people would continue to call upon His name. 

The imagery of children as arrows in this context is one of protection 
for the family. Particularly at the city gate where judicial proceedings 
took place. The sons would help secure the father’s interests and 
rights amongst His accusing enemies. 

Jesus is the great heritage of God’s family. He is the great reward. He 
is the great arrow that was sent down from heaven to earth to die in 
our place. He protects and secures His Father’s place in the face of 
the enemy of sin. God’s glory goes forth through man because of 
Christ. 
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As followers of Christ. Your children are much like those arrows. They 
too are to follow Christ and be sent out from the quiver of home to 
meet the target that glorifies the name of their heavenly Father. God 
uses them to continue the heritage of His family as they practice the 
Great Commission in their lives.  

We’ve already seen in the beginning of the psalm that God wants to 
work through us and with us. He wants to do the same through your 
future plans students. What if we radically flipped the way we 
commonly go after our future plans. What if before you picked a 
career to go after or a degree to go after, you sought after what people 
God wanted you to reach. What if you chose a profession that helped 
you reach those specific people? I’m not talking just missions or 
ministry. I’m talking everyday life like we talked about in the beginning 
of this passage. I know what you might be thinking. If it did that I risk 
losing something. Maybe I won’t be as important as I planned to be. 
Maybe I won’t make as much money as I planned to make. To that I 
would say, put down the bread of anxious toil. Work with God for His 
glory and be sent out as that arrow to where and what He has called 
you to do. You may not hit the mark the world tells you to but you can 
rest in knowing you are doing the will of your father in heaven and 
you are glorifying His name and that is never in vain. 

So to the children. I pray you would be preparing your heart and 
minds to be sent out on behalf of your Father in Heaven. Be like 
Christ and do what He wants. 

To the parents. I pray you would be helping to prepare to be sent out. I 
pray that your hearts would not be troubled as your children go. Rest 
in knowing they do the will of God. 
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To the church. I pray we would be continually be a people that prepare 
families to prepare their children to be sent out. I pray we equip and 
send for the glory of God. 

Prayer 

So as we send a group of graduating students out into this world . I 
pray that you will remember these words. I pray that we will all hang 
on to the message of this Psalm. That what you do you do in vain you 
do it on your own. Go with Jesus and make it count.  

We are about to go into a time where we remember of the great cost 
of what Jesus did for us. His work on the cross has counted for us all. 
We remember the sacrifice he made for us when we deserved death. I 
pray during this time as we remember Jesus’ work, we would be in 
awe of God’s great love for us and that we would worship Him well. 
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