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Psalm 119:64 —  64 The earth, O Lord, is full of your steadfast love; teach me your statutes! 

2 Corinthians 2:12–17 —  12 When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a 
door was opened for me in the Lord,  13 my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my 
brother Titus there. So I took leave of them and went on to Macedonia.  14 But thanks be to God, 
who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads the fragrance of the 
knowledge of him everywhere.  15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are 
being saved and among those who are perishing,  16 to one a fragrance from death to death, to 
the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things?  17 For we are not, like 
so many, peddlers of God’s word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of 
God we speak in Christ. 

Focus on your PRIVILEGES, not your PROBLEMS. 

1. PEOPLE over PROGRAMS. 2 Corinthians 2:12-13 

12 When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door was opened for me in 
the Lord,  13 my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I took 
leave of them and went on to Macedonia.   

 Make the most of the opportunities that God affords you.  

1 Corinthians 16:8–9 —  8 But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost,  9 for a wide door for 
effective work has opened to me, and there are many adversaries. 

2 Corinthians 7:5–7 —  5 For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we 
were afflicted at every turn—fighting without and fear within.  6 But God, who comforts the 
downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus,  7 and not only by his coming but also by the 
comfort with which he was comforted by you, as he told us of your longing, your mourning, your 
zeal for me, so that I rejoiced still more. 

Matthew 28:19–20 —  19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to observe all that I 
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

PROCLAIM JESUS TO ALL! 
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2. PRIVILEGES over PROBLEMS. 2 Corinthians 2:14-17 

14 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through us 
spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere.   

Here are the privileges that we should focus on… 

- Constant Leadership of God (But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us) 

- Complete Victory of Christ (But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal 
procession)—  

- Matthew 16:18 —  18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  

- Romans 16:20 —  20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

- 1 John 3:8 —  8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has 
been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy 
the works of the devil.  

- Colossians 2:15 —  15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open 
shame, by triumphing over them in him.  

- Romans 8:37 —  37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us.  

- Ephesians 5:25–27 —  25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her,  26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the 
washing of water with the word,  27 so that he might present the church to himself 
in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and 
without blemish. Because we live in victory, we will enjoy victory forever. Revelation 
11:15 —  15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in 
heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and 
of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.”  

- 2 Timothy 2:12 —  12 if we endure, we will also reign with him… 
- 1 Peter 1:3–5 —  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According 

to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  4 to an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,  5 who by God’s power are being 
guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

- Circulate the Knowledge of Christ (and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of 
him everywhere.) 

- Cooperate with God (15 For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being 
saved and among those who are perishing,  16 to one a fragrance from death to death, to the 
other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for these things?  17 For we are not, like so 
many, peddlers of God’s word, but as men of sincerity, as commissioned by God, in the sight of 
God we speak in Christ.) 
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- 2 Corinthians 5:9 —  9 So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to 
please him.  

- John 3:36 —  36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey 
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.  

- 2 Corinthians 3:5 —  5 Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as 
coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, 

Let’s talk about spreading the fragrance of Christ everywhere… 

1. What was the priority of Paul’s life that he practiced wherever he went (v.12)? 
2. What does it mean that a door was opened for Paul in the Lord at Troas (v.12)? 
3. What was the cause of Paul’s troubled spirit at Troas (v.13)? 
4. What kinds of things can turn an open door for effective ministry into a troubling experience that 

brings that opportunity to an end (v.13)? 
5. What was Paul’s response to the troubled spirit that had led him to leave a great ministry 

opportunity (v.14)? 
6. What is God continually doing in our lives in Christ (v.14)? 
7. How can we cooperate with God in spreading the fragrance of the knowledge of Jesus 

everywhere (v.14)? 
8. What do we remind God of (v.15)? 
9. How is it possible that we can give off the fragrance of death as well as the fragrance of life (v.

16)? 
10.What are the qualities that should be evident in our lives as we speak in Christ (v.10)?
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