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DEFLECTION & DENIAL won’t get you to the truth, but SUBMISSION will/can! 

My hope this morning is that each of us will be open to the truth about Jesus and about who we are 
and that when we embrace that truth, more and more of the life of Jesus will make itself known 
through us. 

When you aren’t open to the truth… 

1. Be SINCERE & Stay on TOPIC. Luke 20:19-26 

Here’s the deflection strategy in full view… 

Luke 20:19–47 —  19 The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very 
hour, for they perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they feared the people.  
20 So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that they might catch him in 
something he said, so as to deliver him up to the authority and jurisdiction of the governor.   

21 So they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you speak and teach rightly, and show no partiality, 
but truly teach the way of God.  22 Is it lawful for us to give tribute to Caesar, or not?”  23 But he 
perceived their craftiness, and said to them,   

24 “Show me a denarius. Whose likeness and inscription does it have?” They said, “Caesar’s.”  25 
He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that 
are God’s.”  26 And they were not able in the presence of the people to catch him in what he said, 
but marveling at his answer they became silent.   

Second, when you struggle to be open to the truth… 

2. Be SCRIPTURAL & Shift your THINKING. Luke 20:27-44 

27 There came to him some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection,  28 and they 
asked him a question, saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, having a 
wife but no children, the man must take the widow and raise up offspring for his brother.   

…1 Corinthians 15:42–44 —  42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 
perishable; what is raised is imperishable.  43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown 
in weakness; it is raised in power.  44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If 
there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 



29 Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife, and died without children.  30 And the 
second  31 and the third took her, and likewise all seven left no children and died.  32 Afterward 
the woman also died.  33 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the 
seven had her as wife.”   

34 And Jesus said to them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage,  35 but those 
who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the dead neither 
marry nor are given in marriage,  36 for they cannot die anymore, because they are equal to 
angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.   

37 But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed, in the passage about the bush, where he 
calls the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.  38 Now he is not 
God of the dead, but of the living, for all live to him.”  39 Then some of the scribes answered, 
“Teacher, you have spoken well.”  40 For they no longer dared to ask him any question.   

…1 Corinthians 15:51–52 —  51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed,  52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet 
will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 

41 But he said to them, “How can they say that the Christ is David’s son?  42 For David himself 
says in the Book of Psalms, “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand,  43 until I make 
your enemies your footstool.” ’  44 David thus calls him Lord, so how is he his son?”   

3. Be SIMPLE & Survive the TEST. Luke 20:45-47 

45 And in the hearing of all the people he said to his disciples,  46 “Beware of the scribes, who 
like to walk around in long robes, and love greetings in the marketplaces and the best seats in the 
synagogues and the places of honor at feasts,  47 who devour widows’ houses and for a pretense 
make long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 

Colossians 1:16 —  16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him 
and for him.

Let’s talk about Questions… 

1. What caused the scribes and chief priests to take the course of action they did in an attempt to 
get rid of Jesus (v.19)? 

2. How have you responded when someone spoke a truth to you that you didn’t want to hear? 



3. When is it appropriate to use flattery in our relationships with others (v.21)? 
4. What options did the scribes and chief priests believe they had when it came to paying tribute 

to Caesar (v.22)? 
5. Why would the denarius have been so offensive to the Jewish people (v.24)? 
6. What should our attitude be towards human government (v.25)? How does being a Christian 

impact that? 
7. What can you say about life after the resurrection from what Jesus said in response to the 

question the Sadducees asked (v.34-36)? 
8. What do you think about the fact that Jesus said there is no marriage in the life to come? 
9. How does God’s statement to Moses from the burning bush prove the resurrection (v.37)? 
10. Why did the religious leaders struggle to understand the statement that David made in Psalm 

110 (v.42-44)? 
11. Why will some sin receive a greater condemnation (v.47)?


