
This Isn’t a Competition 
2 Corinthians 10:12-18 

How are you at putting a resume together? Do you struggle with the idea that you’re tasked with 
creating a document that seems to be focused on making much of yourself? Do you enjoy reading 
other people’s resumes? 

Now a days, we’ve got a much more professional way of describing this tendency that people have 
to focus on their accomplishments in an effort to impress others. Today, they call it building a 
platform.  

Here’s what I want to encourage you to do today in our time together as we think about growing 
our impact and influence in this life… 

Build your PLATFORM for the COMMENDATION of Jesus! 

Genesis 1:28 —  28 “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves 
on the earth.”  

2 Corinthians 5:10 —  10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each 
one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.  

2 Corinthians 10:12–18 —  12 Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of 
those who are commending themselves. But when they measure themselves by one another and 
compare themselves with one another, they are without understanding.  13 But we will not boast 
beyond limits, but will boast only with regard to the area of influence God assigned to us, to 
reach even to you.  14 For we are not overextending ourselves, as though we did not reach you. 
For we were the first to come all the way to you with the gospel of Christ.  15 We do not boast 
beyond limit in the labors of others. But our hope is that as your faith increases, our area of 
influence among you may be greatly enlarged,  16 so that we may preach the gospel in lands 
beyond you, without boasting of work already done in another’s area of influence.  17 “Let the 
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”  18 For it is not the one who commends himself who is 
approved, but the one whom the Lord commends. 

How do you build a platform, leverage the influence that you have been created for and will give 
an account for, in such a way that you are commended by Jesus? First, recognize that… 

1. It is ASSIGNED by Jesus. (v.12-14) 

Paul recognized that he had been given a divinely assigned area of influence… 
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Acts 9:15 —  15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my 
name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.  

Romans 1:5 —  5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations,  

Galatians 2:9 —  9 and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the 
grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we 
should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 

2. It is for the BENEFIT of others. (v.15-16) 

The platform that is commended by Jesus is one that is focused on making others better. 

Paul’s heart was to benefit others and for him, that meant focusing on new territory…Romans 
15:20 —  20 and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already 
been named, lest I build on someone else’s foundation, 

3. It is SUSTAINED by Jesus. (v.17) 

This is about who we are depending on to make the most of the influence that God has assigned us 
in this life.  

“Grant me to rest on thy power and faithfulness, and to know that there are two things worth 
living for: to further they cause in the world and to do good to the souls and bodies of men; This is 
my ministry, my life, my prayer, my end. Grant me grace that I shall not fail.” 

Jeremiah 9:23–24 —  23 Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not 
the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches,  24 but let him who 
boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices 
steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the 
Lord.” 

Let’s talk about comparing and competing… 

1. Why was Paul so reluctant to compare himself with those who were so good at commending 
themselves (v.12)? 

2. What’s the problem with using ourselves as the measurement for how well we are doing in this 
life (v.12)? 

3. What do you think is the area of influence that Jesus has assigned to you (v.13)? 
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4. Why do you think it’s such a temptation to take credit for the accomplishments of others (v.15)? 
5. What was Paul’s hope in regards to the believers in Corinth (v.15)? 
6. What did Paul believe would happen as the believers in Corinth grew in their faith (v.16)? 
7. What kind of boasting is apparently allowable (v.17)? 
8. What kind of platform is commended by Jesus (v.18)?
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