
Good Marriages Can Be Great 
Proverbs 4:20-27 

Would you say, if you are married today, that you have a good marriage? My guess is that for 
a lot of us, our notion of what a good marriage looks like can often times take us out of 
contention.  

Good marriages are those where two people are being drawn together by a love that is 
greater than anything this world can provide, where two people are seeking to build their 
lives together in a way that reflects God’s design for marriage.  

Proverbs 1:2–5 — 2 To know wisdom and instruction, to understand words of insight, 3 to 
receive instruction in wise dealing, in righteousness, justice, and equity; 4 to give prudence 
to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the youth— 5 Let the wise hear and increase in 
learning, and the one who understands obtain guidance, 
  
Proverbs 4:20–27 —  20 My son, be attentive to my words; incline your ear to my sayings.  
21 Let them not escape from your sight; keep them within your heart.  22 For they are life 
to those who find them, and healing to all their flesh.  23 Keep your heart with all 
vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.  24 Put away from you crooked speech, and 
put devious talk far from you.  25 Let your eyes look directly forward, and your gaze be 
straight before you.  26 Ponder the path of your feet; then all your ways will be sure.  27 
Do not swerve to the right or to the left; turn your foot away from evil. 

Psalm 19:7–11 —  7 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making wise the simple;  8 the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 
heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes;  9 the fear of the Lord 
is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether.  10 
More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and 
drippings of the honeycomb.  11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping 
them there is great reward. 

Put GOD’S WORD at the heart of your MARRIAGE! 

The Anatomy of a Great Marriage 

1. EARS inclined to hear God’s Word. (v.20) 

20 My son, be attentive to my words; incline your ear to my sayings.   

James 1:19–25 —  19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to anger;  20 for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness 
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of God.  21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with 
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.  22 But be doers of the 
word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word 
and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror.  24 For he 
looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like.  25 But the one who 
looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets 
but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 

2. EYES fixed on God’s Direction. (v.21, 25) 

21 Let them not escape from your sight; keep them within your heart… 25 Let your eyes 
look directly forward, and your gaze be straight before you. 

Psalm 119:37 —  37 Turn my eyes from looking at worthless things; and give me life in your 
ways. 

Colossians 3:16 —  16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing 
one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness 
in your hearts to God. 

22 For they are life to those who find them, and healing to all their flesh. 

3. HEARTS shaped by God’s Word. (v.23) 

23 Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.   

John 7:37–38 —  37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried 
out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.  38 Whoever believes in me, as the 
Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’ ” The heart is where 
we hold the beliefs about the things we think we must have in order to receive life joyfully. 
Everybody believes there are some things we must have to receive life joyfully. 

Revelation 22:1–2 —  1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as 
crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb  2 through the middle of the 
street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of 
fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations. 

4. MOUTHS that speak Truth. (v.24) 

24 Put away from you crooked speech, and put devious talk far from you. 
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James 3:2 —  2 For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what 
he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. Paul wrote…Ephesians 
4:29–32 —  29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for 
building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.  30 And do not 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.  31 Let 
all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along 
with all malice.  32 Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you. 

5. FEET that move Securely. (v.26-27) 

26 Ponder the path of your feet; then all your ways will be sure.  27 Do not swerve to the 
right or to the left; turn your foot away from evil. 

Psalm 119:5 —  5 Oh that my ways may be steadfast in keeping your statutes! 

Let’s be a people who are placing God’s Word at the very center of our lives and our 
marriages. Let’s connect to God’s purposes for our marriages by representing Him faithfully 
as we serve others together. 

Let’s talk about making good marriages great… 

1. How would you know if you had ears inclined to hear God’s Word? What do you think it 
means to be attentive to His Word (v.20)? 

2. What kinds of things happen in our lives that cause us to let God’s Word escape from our 
lives (v.21)? 

3. Name some of the benefits from ordering your life according to the Word of God (v.22)? 
4. What are the things you can do to keep your heart with all vigilance (v.23)? 
5. Why do you think that having springs of life flowing from our hearts is so important 

(v.23)? 
6. What’s the connection between our hearts and the things that we say (v.24)? 
7. What’s the problem with having a distracted attitude in life (v.25)? 
8. What would you need to do to live a secure kind of life (v.26)? 
9. What needs to happen in our lives when we recognize that we have strayed from the 

path of wisdom (v.27)? 
10. What can you do to make sure that God’s Word is at the very center of your life and 

marriage?
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