
This Is Us Series 
A Government Shutdown Worth Celebrating 

2 Corinthians 3:7-18 
March 3, 2019 

In 1995, only 0.04% of the people in the world had access to the internet and half of those lived in 
the United States. Getting connected meant dialing up your service provider, which meant you 
couldn’t make or receive a phone call unless you had a second phone line to your house. But oh, 
what a wonderful thing it was to have access to information we never could get to before. And 
then came the age of broadband with DSL and Fiber-optic cable. Today, we don’t even have to 
connect our computer to a physical line to get on the internet with the advent of wireless routers. 
And what was so amazing back in the mid 90’s is obsolete today. You might even say that what 
was glorious in a previous generation was brought to an end by that which is even more 
glorious.  

This is what the Apostle Paul is talking about in his letter to a church that he started in the city of 
Corinth a long time ago. 

2 Corinthians 3:7–18 —  7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such 
glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses’ face because of its glory, which was being 
brought to an end,  8 will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory?  9 For if there was 
glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory.  
10 Indeed, in this case, what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory 
that surpasses it.  11 For if what was being brought to an end came with glory, much more will 
what is permanent have glory.  12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold,  13 not like 
Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of 
what was being brought to an end.  14 But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they 
read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken 
away.  15 Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts.  16 But when one 
turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.  17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom.  18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from 
the Lord who is the Spirit. 

To understand what Paul’s writing (glory & veil), you need a little historical context because what 
he’s talking about was based on what happened thousands of years prior to his writing this at the 
Mountain of God after Israel had been delivered from 400 years of oppression. You can read about 
it in Exodus 32-34. 

Unbeknownst to Moses, when he came down from the mountain, his face was shining because 
of the time he had spent in the presence of God. His exposure to the presence of God had a 
physical effect on him. And it scared the people of Israel to death. 

The External FADES - The Internal TRANSFORMS 

What am I supposed to do with the 10 Commandments? 

1. Respect them for what they REVEAL ABOUT GOD. 
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2. Recognize them for what they ARE & ACCOMPLISH.  

When you read about God giving His Law to His people through Moses, you come away with this 
sense that what it resulted in was being separated from God and afraid of the glory of God. 

What am I supposed to do with Jesus? 

1. Turn to Him in FAITH. 

2. Transformed into being JUST LIKE JESUS.  

There is an amazing kind of life waiting for you filled with hope and freedom. 

If you’re still wondering whether or not you need to keep the 10 Commandments today, let me ask 
you a question or two. If Jesus lived the life you and I were created to live but chose not to live, 
did He keep the 10 commandments? Absolutely. He lived in perfect obedience to His heavenly 
Father. If you have turned to Jesus in simple faith and received, internally, the life that He lived, 
then do you think that life will lead you to keep the 10 commandments? Absolutely, not as a 
condition of the covenant but as a sign of the freedom and transformation that we are 
experiencing in Jesus.  

If you’re not a follower of Jesus yet this morning, here’s what I want to ask you to do - Stop 
trying to keep the 10 commandments if that’s what you think will connect you to God. 

If you are a follower of Jesus this morning, stop trying to keep the 10 commandments if that’s 
what you think will bring you blessings from God. You’ve already received every blessing you could 
every desire in the person of Jesus! Rest in Him and Rejoice in Him! 

Let’s talk about a government shutdown worth celebrating… 

1. Why is the old covenant that was made by God through Moses considered to be a “ministry of 
death” (v.7)? 

2. How is it that the old covenant, carved in letters on stone, came with glory (v.7 cf. Exodus 
32-34)? 

3. Why did the face of Moses shine with glory (v.8)? 
4. How does the ministry of righteousness far exceed the ministry of condemnation in glory (v.9)? 
5. What is the hope we have in light of the end of the old covenant (v.12)? 
6. Why did Moses put a veil over his face when he left the presence of God (v.13)? 
7. What does the veil that remains unlifted today hide that people can’t comprehend (v.14)? 
8. How does turning to Jesus remove that veil (v.16)? 
9. What is the freedom that we can have today because of our faith in Jesus (v.17)? 
10.What does being in the presence of God do for us today (v.18)?
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